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In patientis veſtra poſtidebitis animis veſts. 
OR. DES. 1Cor.'. 18. \ b we wy 
'  Verbum crucis pereuntibus quidem ſtultitia'e 

dis amtem qui ſalvi fiunt, id eff, nobis, Dei 
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A ili to the Reader. 


""Byey: Nehoiitas had inforend 
* bithfelf af themen of J OT 


came from his Tony, of 


| att of his brethren rempniue , x ag. I 
in FY hound and heard tbat theremnant te ; 
| inthe Province were in gitat ufflickion and 
reproach, ht- mourned ind limented theix 
taſe with fo ſenſible an affeFFion, as thi fi 
| tindure of hi heart had fo much difretoared - 
bu face, that it feemed td have an an FH4- 
ble dyeto his office of Cuiy+t bearer, in the 
King ArtaxerXes hrs prefe re.thok rh'God | 
defigned the drawing great ight upais bis Wo, 
nach, f on out the darkneſſe of his looks. "=" 
'Th My 4 me thinks may be well fitted "N 
10 this Mii of my rho hts into my 
country: for u ve FA reariont of ſome of our 
at brethy Mak COTE 
EE, om a 


a8 ae as fs 


dajes inthe ſieht of my Maſter, and I may | 
owne the honour of being 4 Cup-bcarer #8 _ 
_ »ſscha King, «1i4 ;Soycraighe of all our 
| ſuffering brethren, and he needed Mot the- 
ſymptomes of my face, for the indication of 
amy beart abut knew,my ſorrows 'to iniport « 
Jobehrn/on of relief for my diſtreſſed conn- 
"1, £79.3,484 [0 of bis en fir ſt grations morioh, 
2h Propoſes the ſending \me imo the land, with 
« greater Commiſſion they... durſt have 
pretended, which is, the bringing the. his 
\Mandar of conſolation provift from 
\him, torepaire the, Temples of the boly 
Ghoſt, which mey beſbaken by the battery 
of this perſecution; for humane Nature.in 
/ EXETEAMIE preſſures, is wery 4pt to tall out 
with Job, what is my, ſtrengrh. char] 
can ſaftcinc i ir, or what is my end that ' 
\I ſhould doc patiently 2 bat 7 hope in | 
God, all ſuch queſtions. mill finde ſatisfadte; 
ry anwſers, from our compaſcionate Prince 
| ot pcace,inthecontents of mv Comumul- 
ſions. concerni ps pp es naſe faicere; 
by, my. mind make-7oour great | 
King,rather the av[wer Mof $,thenthe 
ſeit of Neh or Iwas much more int 
Fink wks thefirſ Jeagrſion to Le 


rf es oe #7 


to. ſend ho, VO wilt ſands 7eln t 
ropound. «nto the King, the ſendipe of m 
nt my Nation wpontt # great deſig) ebut 
when I had my owne -ruminations, turned 
into an order, from ſach « mouth 1 owght” to: 
Account, as an Organ of Gods waice g0ome;, , | 
me thought I heard this: Command, Goe Exod. 4.14 . 
enand I will be inthy mourh,;jand: will Sz 
reach thee whatthou ſhale ſpeak; ſathat: 
it i the hand of Obedience, ther hath 
moved my pen into the motion of 4 Keady 
|, writer., Et 
b. Nevertheleſſe after this Inj ju gion oe 
ad by the {pirituall Court, 9. which 1. 
| _ deferre all-my. owne.. . conceptions,' 1 pat" 413. 
ths. plea, for. ſuſpenſion oft the, CG, 
which may be 4s pertinently-imparted ate. 
90u,.in reſpet of Jour- eg; 45 it was: 
ſuegeſied" by me, in regard of my. writi ing. . 
Tos Treatiſe; thi it was, bs God: bed,, ” 
eng 489 ſec open Granary of tAuArime, 
| <fmddyhe TT nw "—_ 
ape bled ein Maga-- 


6 RI 


te, and cormaineth ſufhriem drovifitus, 
ow Emre Fo 3be #9 of way 
ons 40-8 this Miſfive of Cofſolntion, 
which ſeemerh but wn dverlay of the ſaint 
'Merrall, might rather ſerve an exuberaticy 
of Feale, then an exhibition of reqtifite 
ſupply. | 
To this my demaurre, 1 hav beer anſwe- 
red that the ſpiritaall appetite of ſick maj, 
whith is your preſent eſtate, maſt be treated, 
# the corporeall, which & pot exened by 
famikar, though the beft diet + niutlty if 
theſe caſes is often requiſite to introaGce 
nouriſhment ; to which reaſon'l did acqui- 
eſce, confitteriny indeed that if Authors 
had not ſtill the rayinus infirmity of Rea- 
ders, tojuſtifie their labour, 41 melting and 
caſting of obid mutrey 410 new formes and 
fignres tb attract chridfity to leffiire, even 
_ thebeſt ſpirits of our dayes, needed mvt ſaile 
out of their ſindies, to venture upon utw 
difcoveryes, fince the whole telleFuall 
Globe of Chriſtianity hath been long fruce 
inhibited, ani perfeitly cultivated, by the 
plantations of excellent Anthors': Pitt the 
ndture of +41 confidered, I'mmiy 'rathey 
fenre the fintdivg two-way fick Me 
. eb theſe 


theſeevil dayes, longing for variety of com- 
Fa then doubt that be new trans _ 
ou of it gee 2 redundant to your 
winds, as already filed with the precepts of 
Catholique Conſolation, Wherefore I 
way bope the newneſſe of this worke may re- 
eodeile you to the prejudices of ſome novel- 
#yes you may meet in it, as the ſtrangeweſſe 
of ſome words, and the errours of a ſtirange * 
Prefle ; but ſince theſe thoughts are adareſ- 
ſed to ſuch as are not likely to proſecute the 
rigonr of the law againſt them, for having 
oe their charater beyond ſea, andre. 
turning into England,' to aſ6iſt their coun- 
trymen by their faculties, I need not much 
ſeeke protetion for the _e and queſti- * 
owable points of the impre oh 

And con{idering a ſtrange tongue, 
pur ren arvc rags; P reſſe, \ bevl 
fhammering may be toller ated, ſpecially when 
theErrata's jou will finde here,are of amuch 
wore diſpen[able kind, then thoſe we finde in 
your ry Preſſes ; fo thas even the 


ervaurs you ſhall meete intheſe leafes, may 
ſerve towards the defigne of this worke, of 
recommending patience 18 you, while the 
erronrs of Engliſh Prefſcs winifter unto 


A 4 you 


my per: ; for this matter can have no ſoill 
recommendation as novelty, and yariety in 
thu kind were a wery ſuperfluous preſent te 

 goutn theſe times , wherefore I humbly refer 

every line, drawn by my pen, to therule of 
the moſt holy meaſures, of the Catholique 

_ Church, and account thu religious diffe- 
rence, as the (altof the Sacrifice; which 
710 leſſe requiſite then' the frankincenſe.,, to 
give it an odour of ſweetneſſe... 


ſhall therefore ſend my part of hes 


or ſowered by any novelty paſding through 


WA work, 


work, juſtified withthis proteſtation of the | 
Prophet-Jeremy, ego non ſum turba- Zere.r7: 
rus, te paſtorem ſcquens, & diem ho- 7: 
minis non defideravi tu ſcis, for they who :,oubled 


have given all their dayes to God, are ill ad- / w—_ ] 
viſea, if they pretend any part of the afiign- p,p,, ana 
ment of their exchange, in the night of this the day of 
Age, or in the vapours of the breaths of Pani | 
Men, and thoſe of our funiTion, that affe&# a:fred 
much aruurne of human. praiſe, from the hu 

< lo of their vocation, may be ſaid to burn Wy 
their own fingers while they are lighting 

the Candleſtick of the Temple , therefore 


my addreſſe of this Miſſive ſhallbe 


Nonnobis Domine non nobis, ſcd 
nomini tuo da glojiam, | 


j 


SO Ai rn EIS men-00.e "nies... hd... 
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An moereliucton | th the fallming 
Diſcourſe. 
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hid chamerared fo nw Hy his _ — IJs 
bois, as one might tiave a yon pods | 

alt/z might have been fet og at lethtas b foes 
were 'ro Night All thoſe To exculithit © abies, emiryes 
ſicem all ayer > fltres , bur as che our-works of Thy 
charity ; and Þ ny reihg ett 4 txtrinſecas ſunt, when ; 
he will glofy in the ſtrengih of his thariry be tech > 
ir out in his cate and folicieide For the churches di- extirnall. 
ftreſles, and ſo maketh Puzs gan & ego nit M- jpg is 
fr-mbr ? qt ſtandalizatur, & tgo'non uror ?'the vet- weak an and: 
cicalf point of the- Py-amde of his ſuffering, atd aRting 7 cow 
charity, which remaineth as an entire monument of his ,,,, ah re 
glory, afer the ruine of all theirs, Whoſe perſecutions Ex ;, [canda- 
reQcd ir, and raiſcd_it to that ſablimiry of yirttie. lized and 

And if our Charities have fach af anatogic” with'S, 1 am not 
Pats, as our yocitions have , Ind our zeale beare as bunt ? 
ceurch firnilirude to his , as the fact of oar prefent tines 
doth to his days, our pat, which ſeemeth off frown the 
publike Rage of perſerdrion, may be alinittell as the 
moſt ſorrowfull and diftreffing of zll othet 3 for ſurely 
allexteriour burthens are Tiphter to'our erifes, then an. 
incerivitr ſolicitale ina pab ike Gricerrimicnt $" 
ſ] pirit;efpecially when ir is ih relation. to the TL 
the Church 6f nl 


oy : 
hr 


utito-u5, #5 irs ire 
Aions/in conſblating tid ihiniRt 


in this yotir fely tyal.  - T 8 A Apes wa; 
Wherefo orcon: Kearw being exempt fm ifs ſears P 


tion,they take fire at the flame you arein, and profeſſc, 
thar noge of you are"ſcandalized;” with-whom they doc 
- not burae; inſomuch, that rhe ſparkles of thar fornace 
"you arc in, fly even throughithe fea upon us. For eve- 
ry report of a freſh vexation falne upon you, raiſeth 
. ,} --- , and ſharpneth the ardour of our tellow-feeling of your = 
| Cant. 8.7. fibulations; fo that, we may ſay with the Spouſe, Aque 
' Mavy wa- Mlte non potuerunt extinguere charitatem nec flumin 
ters cannot obruent illam, lince 'the fice of your temptations -and 
quench | ryals in England, paſſcthover ſeas, and burneth us in 
ebarity, Flanders, and there is no tnatter fo apt to take and en- 
07 ſhall *terraine this flame ,as eur holy za@20n,, 
ar .o- i Defiring therefore much ro wrire you ſome news for 
Serwhelm your comfotr, in theſe times whetein. the want of Pricſts 


$2. among you is none of your leaſt afflitions, 1 will -cel1 
©  'youthere is none of you which have not a king of cha- 
a "raQer of Prieſthood upon you, being all obliged, ro of- 

' fer up ſpiriruall, hoaſts of reſignation and ſelf-relin- 

© _ **quiſhment, and to.Jay all your narurall ſenſes and ap- 


' 4 prehenfions of , your ſufferings upon the Alcar of the 
-\ Croſſe, in Af ane of Ho one upon_ youu ;. and 
' thus in conformity ro: Chriſt, you. are to become your: 
«ſclycs beth the. Priefts , and the oblations. For whilcs 
your hearts ofter up your ſelves and your ſubſlances to 
Gods holy judgements , your ſoules exorciſe a kind of 
office of Prieſthood upon your bogics and goods, which 
are the marcriall parr of the eb/ation; and by this conie- 
crating of your ſufferings, they who would exterminate 
Prieftheod in England hall conſecrate as many of theſe 
Prieſts, as they lay their perſecuring hands upon ; and 
ET a nght vey deſpvile you of your fortunes, thty furniſh you 
| | x Pet.2.6.*with the fatter vadtimes, in, the funRion of this your 
Þ ._... .. holy Prieſtboog,of offering up theſe ſpirituall boaſts, ac- 
- Pſal, 4.  ceptable to God by JE SUS CHRIST. _ 
© * *Sac?/fce © . Take therefore this order from the P/almiſt , Sacrifi- 
' yetheſa cate ſacrificium juftitie, &. (perate in Domino ; and by 
* crifice of this your 5 ren5IONS exerciſc of Cathohke Religion,you 
3 julice,nd nll nd I hope, lefle want of the Miniſtery of our re- 
” bope inour all Pricſthood among you, which may be thus ſupply- 
' Lord, ed,cvcn by.your,owne neceilities , while you —- 
; | : A 


2 


£ " 


all your deprivements; matter of fariftification, by your 
Faithfull acceprance'of them 3 and by chis diſpoficion, 


Saint Paul gavenhe Primitive Chriſtians in your caſes, 
while you exhib 
- ſing to God. 
Nor doth this kind of ſpirimuall facrificature,claime a 
1-fl: pr:cedent then even'the Sonne of God ; for 'theſe 
were parr of the daily SaCrifices he oftered his Father | 
while he was upon the eatth, his'privations, - incommo. © ©» 
ditics; and deftiturions , his ner having ſo much as'a | 
houſe ro put his head in, was in'this kind his daily &ve- 


d 
ning facrifice, and theſe his quotidian'ſufferances, "did © ©» '% - 
J 


continually mediare and interpeale for our remiſhots, . 
 Youmay therefore now be ſaid tbe ſucc:-flors of this 

| Prieſthood of Chrifts lite, which is,as I may ſ:y, a third 
kind of Prieſthood Ch: i/t-inſtirured by his I.fe, differing 
from the old of Aaron, and thatof the urder of Met. , 
chiſedec ; for it is an offering upto God, the want of 
bread and winc, for a {acrifice © ſele- refignation. For 
why may net” Cbyifts burger and" thirſt, and his'ocher 
wants and cxigencies 'be- fitly- ſaid-to have inſtiencd 
this holy order of ſelſ-ſacrificing and _— all 
our temperalldiftreflcs ro Gods pleaſure,in conformity 
to this. quotidian' ob/ation of Chriſts life? fo'as thoſe 
of you, who-are not called to that: ſecerdotall funRion 
which Chrift cxerciſed in his death, when he was both 
Pricſt-and S:crifice, (ſomewhat like whereunto many = 
of us;;have happily by the grace of God, been admut= 
red by: Martyrdome) ſeem all called ro this holy order, 
conſecrated by his life, of relinquifhing all remporali- 
ries, and offering up your daily diftrefles, as' ſacrifices 
to" the | of God'and his Church. {= 


- Andwe,who in all humility may ſay, Pro Chriſto'Le- 2 C0r.5.20 _ 1 
gation fungimur,. being ſuſpended by rhe'violenices we areLe® 


of theſe times, from the execution of our commiſſion, gats for 
hr by all che meanes feiſable, ſeek ro. tranſport our Chriſt. 
diſcharges tq_you z and' fince we' cannor' import otir 
duties 2 ſpecie,l have defired by Gods metion,ro'make 
thug over to you, ſome lile parcell of our debt. _ , 
| aint 


you cnezr int>-choſe holy Orders of Sacrif:cei's, which . 4 
it your bodics a Living boaſt holy, pled Rom.12.t Y} 


'F 
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Saige Paul, when he was poorer then we, glorycd, 
thac being needy he enriched many, & having nothing 
he pofic fd all things, and the wealth hetranſmirecd by 

2Cor. 6. his letter ro the Corinthians, wasthis coyn of the ſtamp 

"= of the boly Spirit, much patience in tribulgtions, in ne- 
ceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in priſons ; chele were 
the revenues of the Prinwtive Chriſtians, who ler our 
allchcir cſtarcs to their + m/ for this _ (Saint 

4 \ Pantwas ſo well paid in)of ſuper abunde gaudio in omn 
| on A, tribulatione. no oo are Saing Fouls heires mn 
 geedingly his office, chough nor of his perſonall eftate of grace) 

in joy 72 may likewiſe lawtully/aſpire to that benediRtion of cn- 
all ou; tri- riching others, while we our ſclyes arc needy and in- 

_— To make then a convenient preſenc for you in thefe 
your necei{igies, I may open the tombesof the Martyrs, 
and Primitive Chriſtians, where ſo muchof this ſpirizu- 
all treaſure is inclaſed, and draw aut from their rich 

lives and examples a plencifull ſupport for your vertues, 
in all the eppreflions of your-foruunes ; far Gods pro- 
vYidenec is ſuch yowards the reliefe of his necefſicous 
children, as all the wealth which the veſſels of eleftion 
had in them when they were temporally caſt away, is 
not loſt, but rather reſerved cxpreſly for-the ſucceeding 
eExigences of other times , deſcending upon the ſtreame 
of the Churghes traditions, And thus our of the wrecks 
of Merty:s the chgines of Confeſſors and the Teſtaments 
of the Fathers, the Church maketha vaſt treaſure nf 
p<riwation, and exemplarity 3 which duly confidered, 1 
way our of this blefied ſtore, preſent you with fafficienr 
exhortatians to patience and longanimity in” your pre- 
{car praRtices of wye Chreftianity. . | 
I-13 the nature of man, in any private afliQion,pre: 
. ſemily ro lookover the ſingle rabl--book ofhis own Con- 
.- © Icience, roy, if bythe collation of his a&jons with his 
lufterings, he caa make a congfuous connexion ef the 
ſenſe of Gods juſtice ;our of his taults , and his penaly 
Purtogether. And in cogumon calamities, we ftraight- 
.wayes reſort to all the Chu'ch and Stare- Books, char lye 
, Open to. eur memory, and revalve them Rudioudly, - 
| make 


þ rey oo > hom 
-ficion which lictk upon t the 3 we 
.nothing fark fatary.upon this inqueſt, then by bulie re. 
.croſpeQtion into the Annals &reevrds of times, we ſer our 
thoughss ro find our a cahetence inthe. prefer ſemence 
of God, with the precedent irritation, and (though” a 
long Parenthefis migmeſcem to break ef the references 
berweenthe one and'the other ) we ſtudy ro make a con- 
nexion of the ſenſe of rhe antecedent caufes , with the 
emergent conſequences, and we are {> fond, to (atisfic 
eur reafon-in this(which ſcemeth a propricty belonging 
to it) as we are aptto admit greac incongruities, inthe 
collations of rimes, to make good our 
to theireffeRs, thereby rojoyn any probable coherence 
berwcen our provyocations, and our punifhments,becaufe 
it is fome recrcation to the pride of ' man, even in 'rhe 
time of his penance;to be able, as he prefumeth,co read 
the hand-writing en'the - wall ( it be his owne 
ſentence) after the weighing of Gods provocation. 

Burt thereare ſome, who (ir may beYdo fincerely male 
chis enquiry with the P/al/mift, of Domini 


tMlumingtene- 


of Gods judgements, when it enquirech nor into che 
equiry of chem, but pleadeth for ſome light, to facilitare 
a correſpondency to Gods defigne yu 3 burwhen ic 
is curiolity that rangeth'co retrive the'order and con- 
nexion of cauſes ro events, then commonlythis agitation 
proveth: the moſt laboriaus 'parrt of their perplexity, 
wheg they are fo carneſt in the Phariſces Puonſy; ani> 
man noſtram totlu 7 dic nobis palanyahis defiring God 
wo ſpeak plainer to us, is a familiar unmannerlyneſie jn 
our nature, And lus weintricate our 'minds the more' 


of cauſes 


"11 ar 
may 
what is -. 


bras meds, ut ſciam quid defit mibi:- and fuch a ſearch b- dil | 
ſometimes findeth eaſe in the difquiſttion' of the reaſons 


r .4 G * 


bychis rurning and winding our thoughts abour, in this >, 


maze of co=ordination of cauſes and confequ in the 
changes ofrimes, and dazle our ſelves very commonly 
in that inacceſlible light , whete Gods providence re- 
fides inſeparable from his eſſence. 


And 1 may well preſume there are of bath theſe ſorts 
of ſolicitudes amongſt you, and thar ſome with a reve- 


* 


rend 


F Iwillgive 


| rendzcale ro Gods Juſtice, mized with a ciaturall deſire 
, of ſome refrigeration in the ardouts of theſe times, do 
Pſ[al.83. call withthe holyeſt of Kings, 46/4; q-0 Domine ? and 
| 47- .others, in ſome more humane impatience and cſtuation 
How long Of- ſpirit, doc cry our with 7ob, indica mihi, cur me ita 
| O Loid? {HAicAse ROONEY? + Xe 
| þ. 10.2... The meſſage ſent to the Angel: of the Churth/of 
Tell me Smyi1na in this ſame exigence, may be well divided into 
who thou -an anſwer, to both theſe interrogations, To. the. firſt, 
judgeft me-which may be aa, humble ſolicitation, of. reliefe, this 
F fo. parrſcemeth to belong.,Dicit primus,& noviſſimus, ſcio 
| Apoc. 2.9. tribulationem tuam,& paupertatemiuam, ſed dives es; 
|. 71 know thy becauſe patience and confermity to Gods order, in all 
F t:bulation:Þis impoſures on us, is a ore reall creaſure,; then any 
| ard thy /'wee can be deſpoiled of, by the worlds pillaging. And 
| overty, to.che laſt, which may be a more anxious petition, this 
ut thoy cher part ſcemes to. be a pertinent reference, Nzhi4 
art rich. | borum timeas que peſſurus es : efto fidelis uſq;, ad mor 
Fea none tem, & dabo bi coronam vite.. This may filence curi- 
of thoſe Sfuy, in the demand of the cauſc, or the limies of our 


affli&ion ; fince.it ſerteth the terme of our fidelity in 


i. Ings 

MK Wes ſuftering,no-neerer rhen the;end of our life ; ſo as be- 

|  thouſbalt ingenjo ned nor to ſcek an excmprion untill our death, . 
5; we thouNdenquirenomotre why we ſuffer, then why we 

* Jive, In conformity to. this principle, God: hath been 


i pleaſedto ſuggeſt to me the preſenting you this animad- 
= death, andverfon,whi may ſolvethe difficulties ofmany.comro- © 


verted points. in-our weak nature concerning affition , 


thee the namely that yau are to ftare your caſc, as centred into 3+ 
crown of Covenants of ſufferance, 'our of any of which, I hope in 


bife. 


God,there is not any. of you would agree to be' ejeRed 
cven upon this contraft, of being raiſed from Joſephs 
chaine up to his chariot and dominion in <Fgypr. :;The 
FF is,as you are men ; the ſecond;as you are Chriſtians; 


and the third,as you arc Catboliges, 


fl : 
| ' "TSÞ xl 
ks ! "— ſo: *, £ 
: [ 2 1 


CONSOLATION, 


— 


c Ef oO fv 
of the Covenant of Suffering, as Men 
the Sonnes of Adam, 


4-4 


Ter Oo the firſt Covenant _ 


7 all give our voice, by a 


AND naturall inftind, $2 


LA we have ſcarce ctjoyed 


ſo winch as: light for it; and oure al 


may be ſaid to ſer their mark ro'it, 


fore we are able to ſer'our' han 4s 4 
this article of cating inthe ſweat of out. 
browes : for our eyes pay their ſwear,  - 

| which is their teares;, for what we- © © 
B tate, : 


$ ſufferance you know we | 


£BLgo* 


Gen.3.10. 


Thouthal weſc6rit pane. And this isa mark which 
cae w2® God Rtamped upon {day, of angthen 


- i kind of fignification rchen, that he 1 


upon 


OF 
taſte, even before we be able to re- 
ceive ; bread forits and as we grow in- 
ro a ſtate ro ſer our hands to the Cove- 
apt of labour,we know there is ſcarce 
any thing we reliſh much , that doth 
not coſt us ſweat and contcntion , nay 
wearc of ſuch a conſtitution, thar we 
can have no'kind of deteQation, the 
which ſome want and ſuffering muſt 
not precede, tq affe&t us with the guſt 
of it; Soas we are ſentenced to pay a 
great Fine of Pain before-hand for all 


"thoſe fleeting and tranſitory pleaſures, / 


which at beſt dof but- run over ous 
ſenſes, and ſo paſſe away, agd leave 
them againe in their drouth and _ 
tion. And moſt commonly 
yvance of all our paine and pa 
dreth us nothing of what” ya 
tiate. Soasa man, when he 


upon himſcltc in the beſt ne I 


temporary withes can make him, ſhall 
find this brand and ſtigmate of Adan: 
upon his forehead , In ſudore walths tu 


= <a E 
—— Vers ONE RES Ly 
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Ay G6) 
upon Cain, for this O00 chings 
that occur co mania this life, to Rrike, 


him, and wound his temparall eſtate; 


in ſome kind or other ; infomuch,as all 
the creatures do ig their ſeverall man- 
ners execute this ſentence upon the 
ſons of Adam,not allowing themſelves: - 


tobe cnjoyed by them, withour ſting- 


ing them in ſome {grt, either with the 
anxictic of rheir appetite to them, pre- 
ceding fruition, or the diſtaſtc of ſatie- 
ty following it, or with the vexation 
of a deprivement of them, during the 
ardour of their afteQions rothem. So 
2s we may well fay , that every thing 
we finde now, aſſaults aur-fchicity'in 
this life, in ſome ſort ro kill 1, and ro 
revive to us the memory of out Cove- 


nant of ſufferance we centred into as *=*{fa- | 
ſticus 40.7 


ſoonas weentred into light. Fot which Grearre- 
reaſon, the © Wiſtmay proclaimecrh ele vel! is cre- 


ated ro al - 


gantly the renour of it, {Tying, Oceup4+ wes and 


tis magna creata tft omnibus howinibus, avon I 
children of Adam, from the day of their cottiing forth of davir d0os | 


thers wombe,angll theday of rheir burying in che atiother of all; 


glorious ſear, no him chac is higmbled in earch aviditſhes, | 


B 3 197um 


their cogiaions, and frarp of the keerr,, imagioation.ofchings10 _ | | 
I Toer ooh Tenth mrs | 


a 
f 

= 
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_ 
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(a) 


jugum- grave ſuper filios Adam, 4 dies 


exitus de-ventre matris, uſq, in diem. ſe- 
pulture in mairem omnum, cogitationes 
toram., & timorcs cords, adinventis ex- 
eftationis, & dies finitionss: : 4 reſidente 
ſuper ſedem gldrioſam, uſq, ad humiliatum 

in terra of Cinere. | | 
-: Neither need: we look back upon 
the defaced images of all conditions, 
in the dead prints of ſtory, we have 
ſuch living figures of them before our 
eyes, as muſt needs imprint upon our 
thoughts a lively character of the de- 
plorable ſtate of all mortals:Whereby 
out of the ruines of. thoſe houſes, 
whereof .you lament the demoliſh- 
ments, you may pick up ſome. materi- 
als, to build-in your minds this frame, 
of the inſtable conſtruqure of the 
greateſt ftrergths of humane happi- 
.-., nefle; and thus your friends may in 
696 om their fall ſome way ſupport your ver- 
 ferrants | tye, and your patience, when you con- 
upon 227” ſider how incident it isto the viciſſi- 
cs. walk tudes of this world, to expoſe unto us 


_—_— that changeable Scene, whereof Solo- 


ſcrvants,- 99073 reporteththis tous , Yidj ſervos iu | 


C ſh \ 8 | equis, 


| 


death with ir, before which, even the nith-q 


good of death, which he hat ſo much 


=. ns bo: 
equis, & principes ambulantes ſuper terram 
qua ſerves. Andin ſuch capitall Ler- 
ers as theſe you may now read- the: 
articles ofthe Covenant of ſufferance,: 
which man isengaged in, whereof Fob) 
maketh a manifeſt, is. figned even by. 
all the Princes of the carth,:tor we 
find this under their hands, inall re- 
cords of them,/in ſome. pare of. their. 
lives, Homo narus ex mulierewvivtns brevi: 74 141. © 
tempore, repletur multis miſer#is.. : Info Man born * 
| , *3 ofa wo= 2} 
much, as atter man by finne had made:,,,,, and 
miſery for himſelfe inthis life, 1t (ee living a 


| > aAAtrre evra: aries ſhorc ime, + | 
meth a mercy of God, to havejoyned;,,..1.*: } 


light of nature is ſufficient toſhew tho i many 
Philoſophers, that none' can be counted * 
happy. « And-in' order to'this:proofe, 
we may remarke,thart he who firſt a- 
buſed" death by! imployingitto- make - 
ſinne, was thought. worthy ot no/leſle 
ny then. the procraQtion of 
life, which he: had made ſo: afflicting 
by: his fearing to-dye'; and-thus he 
was made his-own. torturer;:by the 
ignorance'ef the cvill of life, and of the 


pd 


B3z  demerited: 


Fl 


(6) | 
demerited the kriowing of, for his bro- | 
thers goodneſit, was thought worthy 
to be quickly. zeheved by death, and 
bis malice, was adjudged to the paine 
ofapprehending ir, and ro the fupplice- 
ofa long life. With good cauſe then 
may this be well reflected on, thatthe 

firft® vertuous and godly man was 
” quickly removed our of this hedge of 
thornes his father had fer, and re-con+ 
- veycd towards Paradiſe 4 and tho firft 
. Impious murtherer, was ſentenced to 
live inthe pungencie and afſperity of 
theſe pricks and bryars of the carth. 
But yer fuch is Gods Wifdame, as he 
can extra& medicines out of all the 
Brambles & thiftles our earch is over 
run with, and minifter them to our in- 
firmity ; for he applicth even thoſe 
griefes and forrowes which finne in- 
troduced to the expulſion of finne it 
ſelfe.So as this is anoperation,worthy 


of Godsinvention, by the labour and _ | 


exctciſing of the body rocnlarge: the 
freedoms of the ſoulo, even by this un- - 

tying of her puifor, in-which ſhe is 
kept the | 'F ſtranger rhe delc- 


S ay. 

&ation of our ſenſes groweth upon u5, 
Therefore the diftancing ofthe conve- » 
nicncie of the: fleſh , dilarceth thecom= 
modities and freedome of the ſpirit; 
ſoas it isa divine artifice';' which God 
uſeth , by hanging weights of ſuffs:' 
rings and preſſures upon our ſeafes ,- 
to wind up rathicr then to choy our fpi- 
rits, which are the motions;and reſorts 
of the whole frame ; and in probation ; 
of thisexperiment;, David ſairty, In $r- pfatis.4: 5 
bulatione dilmaſti me. ' © 4 21] Tay 

And-it) is moſt obſervable; char ini i 
| God winiftted this: receipt 'dravmnigcd me. 
/ our of thorns) roall thoſe ſontiesot 
Adam, wes a prey rs 
pu e, an clarify « For:al} the 

an, 7 trooke this doterſiveporion' 

of birterneſſe and- afflition in'-this 

life 3and it deſerverly on! artunriodny 
| ro note; how the 'necrer” thetane | 
| drew tothe manifeſtation: of thy gui 
of God, (who: was deſigned: the a2 

gn forrew) the paſſions of Gods thildren 
grew: che bicrerer,antÞ:the tary 
For the Parrlarks were cieetti 
ery: monifications; "Which © wers = 
B 4 - | 


G 5 
not capual};:they dtaid uport the dif 
_— theirch C2: : lomeiof: 'the-Pro-” 


phets as\ they approchedwb this full- 


nefle-of . the time of paſſion, taſted, 
by anticipation, of: the cup ot- death, 
in- high they. were all burifigures of 


Chriſts cup-beares, as'Eſay;Feremy, 74- 1 


chary, and others; and ſo thoſe fuffer- 
ings; which 1n.time werethe leaſt di-: 
ſtant-from Chriſt (as thoſe we find re- 
7- carded in the. Maccabees)::16ame  alfo 


the neereſt ro the horror, atidacerbity, 


© of the pailions of Chriſt and Gbriftians, 
. fer:they wentnort: ſtraight ito: deathy 


butzzurned abaut,tatake acompaſle of 


_ textures ;to-make death bitterto thoſe 


they; could:notimake it; rerrible-5 as 
you: may: readin the: execution of the 
mother, andher:ſeven children; The 
yery»dawning of; rhe day-of paſſion, 
whieh-was:comming: on, gave: them 
mig Ught of:fortitude. - $3903 
.alt ſeemeth ; this. weight: 'of' ſuite: 
rance, ;and- ſorrow was allwaies.io ſo 
naturall a motion _upen the:children 
of God, thatitmaved- the faſter, the 
Pooger” 1t camet0:ithe centre. - 'The 
1 a man 
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(9) 
may of ſorrow, who being the/Sonne of 


God by nature, 'was the centre of all 


the ſonnes by grate and! adoption; 
and therefore all the blovdy ſacrifices 
of the'law of nature, and ceremoniall; 

tended and pointed: ro him; as their 
laſt rerm and direction;inorder-where- 
unto«.S- Paulinus ſticketh not. x (495 


that. Chriſt from the begining'sf all ages 


ſuffertth, and triampherh in all the Char - 
cbes perſecutions; in-Abet, he is killed by» 
a.brother, in Noah, beis deridedby a 
ſonne, in Abraham, heis'2 pilgtiavgin 


' Iſaac a victinie; and it 7acoba'fervant ; 


in Foſep h, heis ſold :in-Moſes, letra de> 


[| relic oi. the | Prophets,-he ..1s:ftgned; 
| ſtarved; and vilified 10 asallchelines 


of holy paſſions, drawn from theitirs 
cum ference: of all ages; rendz:and re: 
ſort ro this-centre of che manaf ſorrow; 
the Lambof G0d;1laine from KAT. 
ing of the World.'- 

Thefe evidences may proveunto us 
cleerlyi: enoughthe firſt: bond, or Cs- 
venant of laininats; we /are:entred 
intoas; 27x (and even inthat:notion 

we ſcerhe to- be implicit ; —_— 
1ace 


' (19) 
_ fince he who ſuffercd ſufficiently for 


all, ;:maketh all virtuous afflition re- | 
fcrrable to him; )It had bcen very eafic | 


for me: to have exhibited a more pre- | 
ciſe manifeſt of this our firſt deſigna- | 
tion to ſufferings, under the notion of 


men, there are ſo many excellent 
draughts of it ſtamped. by the- mwore- 
lifts, or naturaliſts of all ages ; but I 
choſe to defice alittle from the letter 
ofthe text, that I might make the'in- 
ferences, rather ſtrongly uſctull, then 
critically / uniforme $5 and therefore as 
I have-dircbdy ſtepped beyond the 
out-court ofthe Gentiles, into part of 
the Temple, I willnot call backto Phi- 
loſophy,co borrow any demonſtrations 
of this Principle, wherein. the proofs 
are fo: accumulate, as all ſets of Phi- 
loſophers which differ ſo much, concer- 
ning the:poiat of the: good mans life, 
concur inthe confeſſion of the multi- 
plicity of the ills thereof. But i ſhall 
nor,.as I ſaid, walke afide intorhegar- 
dens, and flowry beds of the Genrites, 
becaufe I concerve: it more proper for 
your' ſtate, to have {dome whotſome 

| ; confection 


t 
{ 


5 = _—  — — Warns 


, (21) 
confeRion to take, then a noſegay of 
the flowers of woes , to ſmell 
only,in theſe unhealthful times; tor the 
the large coptemplation.of miſcries of 
human nature, is not a zeceipe direc, 
and cxprefſe. enough, tor your prefens 
exigencies, for that is but asit were a 
good ayre of meditation, that may be. 
| tufficient for ſuch as are bur in light 
| ordinary indifpoſitions of fortune, but 
your diſtempers require ſome more - 
orceable application of comforr, by 
raking into your minds, the ſtrongeſt 
obligarions to patience, and longani- 


mity. LI will therefore paſſe on;-o 7... 
the other rwoaſſgnmentsof ſufferingy His fic 
which are upon you, as Chriſtians, amd je her 


as Catholiky, and: leave. this our fin 
humenirie feaked with Fobs fign: 
Caro ejws, dun wut, dolebit, 


ejws ſuper feretipſo lugebir. 


have for- 


(22). 


FELT 
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of the Covenant of ſuffering as Chri- 
' ſtians, the ſonxes of Chrift. 


ob we cthave- ſaid of our 
firſt obligation, may well 
extenuate all we are bound to ſuffer 
by the fecead. For when we behold 
the” infeliciry of our condition, as we 
are men, we:may well wonder: more, 

. that: we werepreferred to. be Chriſts- 

_ 11485, then that-we are continued to be 
ſufferers. \ Forſure, if God hadconſul- 
ted with Adam, atter he ſaw his owne 


Lord Liam nakednefſe,' and the annexure of all 


not wor-. NE: miſeries..thereunto;--whether he 


thyzhar © ſhould have bawed the: heavens, and 
toutaa Dave come downe, to repaire this his 
ccme un- ruineris condition, by inveſting his mi- 
der wy ſerable humane nature, he would have 
only fay anſwered. with the humble Centurion, 
the word Domine non ſum dignus ut imres ſub te- 
be healed, (7417 meum, ſed tantum dic verbo & (ana- 


bor, 


2 6 it. nad as... AA A Vt 
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13) 
bor, ſecinghe, who miadeall by one 
word could have redintegrated Adam, 
with a word, remaining in the fimpli- 
city of his divine nature, without the 
Word being made fleſh, and being as 
it were, unmade kimſclfe (as the 4A- 
poſtle warrants usto ſay) by taking that 
ficſh upon him, which was become, 
45 it were, mans priſon, {ſo farre was it 
trom being worthy to bc the recepta- 
cle of God. 

When we conſider then, how God 
choſe this way of commilerating' 6 Our 
nature, not to purge it, by his power, 
but even by the very infirmiry thereof, 
by raking the paſſibleneſſe of ir upon 
him, we cannot deny, . the ſuffering 
part to be the moſt beneficiall proper- 
ty of it, fince God made uſe of that 
only for the reſtauration of it, whete-_ 
fore, the fecling that portion of hu- 
mane nature upon us, whichisthe moſt 
ennobled by: Gods ele&ion, and pres 
ference, cannot rightly be accounted 
a prejudiced: condition .;.whereup 
we may conclude, that the: blefling wo 
being Chriſtians, may caſily: icvonctl 

TE us 


\ \ 


(14) 
us tothe obligation of being ſufferers , 
for what can be the reaſon why Chriſt, 


when by his paines he teoke away the 


| Ring of finae, would not alſo take off 
the points of ſufferings in this life , 
which are but thoras of that plant, bur 
becauſe his paſhons had infoſcd ſuch 
H—_— inte our pains, as might pro- 


uce this ſtrange effeR in our nature, 


to make our rootthe leſle capable of 


bearing fruit, by the excreſcence, and 
grawthof theſe ſprigs out of ic, For | 


remporall afligtion tpringerh cut of 
ſinne , as out of the root thereof, and 
nothing drieth np, and infecundateth 
/{a much theradicall, fructifying vigor 


of this raote, as the ſpringing up of 
temporall miſcries and diſtrefſes; fo | 


23s the fruit of finne which is death, is 
killed the facneſt by the fertility of 
ſufferings inthis life. 

Since Chrift hath then by the vertue 
of his Crown of thornes impartcd this 
faculey to-the aſperitics of our lite, of 
ra ff 


why be bath left all rheſe SOR 
{ | JIte 


F| 
k 
—- \ 


T | awth, as hes did the 
guile of finne, we. need not wonder, 


PIEY A——— — — _. —— K——_—_ _—_ 


_ | — 
birerneſles upon qurnature; which he — 
himſelte took, expreſly co taſte. of in | 

our nature; ſo as we may be ſaid te 


| becomerhe more Chriſtians, the more 


we arc called to be Paticnts. Which 

Poſition we ſhall find the more cleer- 

ly demonſtrated tous, the farther we 

advance into the Principles of Chri- 

ſtianity. | $4131 | 
S. Paul , when he wrote to the Ro- 

mans,in thoſe times, whenin a parallel 


of your caſes, the Chriſtians were part- 


lyimmured up in priſons, and partly 
expelled to the adjoyning. fields, ' 
thought (it ſeemeth) ro ſweeten their 
condition to: them, by repreſenting, 

that Mortification, and Sufferance was 

their callivg and profcſlion.. For he 

asketh them , as of a notorious thing, 
Whether they knew not this ro be the 
Conſtitution ot 6 hritenity, ſaying, 4» rs 
ignoratis quicung, baptiati ſum tÞ ignoranr 
Chriſta Feſu, in morte ejus baptizati fir MAL 
us Intimating., that our firſt incor- baptiſed in 
poration intothe bedy of Chrifh, is is Chit 1s | 
effe& an.cxpiration to this world, and deah,ve | 
a tranſlation by the vertuc ofthedeath 2r< bapt 


of <4? 


S__ A a£©k 
». of Chriſt,into ſuch-a ſort of life, as he 


4 proofe of this aſſertion, Conſepulti bnim 
NT WE ACE LG p *{* . , 

buried to. [44/245 cu7 Ho per baptiſmuns in-mortem, 
gcther TUO evincethis poſition , that our mun- 


— Chriſtening,and thar the life of Chri/t, 


cation, is to be (as it were) our breath 

and animation. And while we are in 

this ſpirituall manner buryed in the 

life of Chriſt, that is, covered and in- 

. - cloſed with indignities & oppreſſions, 
x weare aQting that part we took-upon 
us in Baptiſme, where we lifted out 
ſelves into that Mi{itia, which was -ere- 
&ed by him, who killed death by dy- 


A \ 


by dying to. the world , Mortificati- 
ons therefore muſt needs -be the pro- 
per duties of that ſervice a Chriſtian 
is upon, and his pay is conditioned ra- 


teſtify, 


had pattern'd tous ,. by the inceprion, | 
progreſſe, 'and conſummation of his | 
life. And the Apoſtle prefleth thus the 


with bim qaniry is drowned and-buryed in our 


deah. which was a continued part of mortifi- | 


ing, and hath left the ſame Diſcipline | 
ro all his 'Souldiers, to deftroy death 


. ther upon 'his ſuffering ,- then his 
_. acting, asthe Apoſtle proccedeth 'to | 


IE hy I 
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| was of Chr: 


s ring from his ke a for they were 


| (17) {I 
reſtific,$i enim complantati fact ſumus fie For if we | 


. become 


wilitudini mortss tjuis, fimm reſurrections complan- 
| erimw; ſoas ina Chriſtiens cale,the wa-'ted to the 


ges of death is life, tor if he dic here by Ph® 


a privation of the carnall lite. of this death, we 
world, he performeth the condicion of $2'Þe . 
his life everlaſting. For which reaſon S. reſurrei- 
Paul,who was the greatCommanderof 
the Gertiles in this militancy {where by 
thiskind of dying,deathis ſwallowed up 
in victory )hath letr us his Diſcipline in 

wotidie morior, and he giyeth us thoſe, c,,,,. 
orders,to be the followers of him,as he I duc dai- 
;ft, whom he began nor' to ?+ 
follow untill he was overthrown in the 
command he had in this world, & was 
(as it were) reſuſcitated by the ſame 
hand that had killed him. We may re- 
member, he was revived by what is di- 


_ ftructiverothis lite,by being almoſt fa- -- 


miſhed, and illuminated by this worlds 
datknes, & reſtored to.corporall lighe, 
only to ſee how much he was to ſuffer 
for that name, for which all the ſuffe- 
rings he had in his head were to be 
imploycd, but in a manner farre diffe- 


al- 


(18) 
'« _ fignedtobe enjoyed by hitmſelfe, nor 
to be diſpenſed to others by his hand 


ſo as this ſcemeth the gratification of 
his Chriſtianity , the having all that 
rreaſure of croſſes he had prepared for. 


_ other Chriſtians , appropriated to his 
owne uſe, whereof he grew ſo ſenſi- 


ble, as in gratitude to — | 


rence, he returned his Swperabundo gau- 
_ dio in omnitribalittione. | 

I doe cx S 
ccedingly Burlet us look upon his Maſter, and 


' abound in | 1 - 1 1 
"oy in all Ours, Chriſt Feſws, in his owne time of. 


| 


tl 


eur cribu. tribulation, and we may repreſent him | fo 


lation. _ to our ſelves , 1n the firſt inſtant of his 


conception, 4&ccepting this order from 
his Father, which he gave to his fol- 
lower S. Paul, of Oftendam ills quanta 
Af gs. oporteat eum pro nomme we pats, ut por. 


I wil thew Touts : 
on Fer nomen meum coram gentibus, & regi- 


grcaa Ow, & filtss Iſrael? In which Commilſ-|| 
things he ffon he laboured three and thirty | 


 ſufter $ s | 
for my YECTCS, whercin, all we are acquainted 


name be= with of his life, is cither laborious, er|- 


fore the ; . . A | 
Gemiles, INCOmMmodious, or in extremity dolo- 


andKings, TOUS and painfull, It ſeemes the holy 


anathe Ghoſt did not think any thing worthy] ; 

ren | 
»fIfac!, £0 ſtand upon record for Curt sr, that] 
Was| xi 


H 


 . therefore paſſed over in filence thoſe 
__ parts of his life , which we may ſup- 
', pole to have been the leaſt diſtrefſes © 
- full, If we look upon his way, that 


| bis Groſle, we ſhall figde, that tempo- 


| he neyer' had any proffers of them, 

| that did-:not {peedily PEOCUre- him / 1 
| ſome farper Vexation. The-Star ghar ; I 
| proclaimed him King at his birth, pre+ wy 


|S. Auguſtin 
'tureot{ 7 
the cryes.df:4he mothers and the: ir 


| Angels that glorified him.i” When the | 2 


xpuchim preſently to flyc alonc into | 
| the monstaines,  VWhea the eviilipit ; 3 


(19) 


was not eminently. ſuffering 1; and "Y 


is drawn outtous from,his'Cradle tg 


rall henourand caſe'were fo inconfi- 
ſtent with Gods defigne:upon him, as 


ſenrly proved his. praſcription | t9 13 
death; and that the 4aw of ſuffering 
might ſcemenaced in his, firſt ſtep-in; 
to the world , it was put M, execution 
upon innocent babes, wholc blood, as 
ach, madg-the firſt. cun- 
iftian martyrdomedJothat " 


fants followed cloic the voy ces of ite | k 


people rhought of making hima; Xing) | 


its proclaimed; himthe Son of Gog; 
ſs reg Gs oe 


rom” 


| (30) 
the Phariſees doubled their ſpies upott 
him to traduce him, and ſharpned their 
wits to enſnare him, by'captious que- 
' ftions. His entring - 1nto- Feruſalen 
with . the acclamations of Hoſarn , 
haſtned the perſecutions of '/his cne- 
mies, and within few dayesthe voyces 
of the ſame Fernſalem, ſtrained higher 
in -the Phariſees aire of Crucifize : 
whereby we *may conclude ; that 
hee had ſo entirely affigned him- 
{clfe to ſufferances, and paſſions in this 
life, as he did not thinke ita ſufficient 
diſcharge, to accepr the injuries of his 
maligners, without converting all the 
dutifull offices of his adherents into 
ſced'of afflition. 
- This was the uneven and painfull 


way wherein Chriſt choſe''to paſle 


through this life, who is the way, the 


truth, and the life of Chriſtians ;, and 
fince one drop of his blood; had been 


f 


4 price ſufficient for our redemption, . 
ſhall- nor the effufion of itall, and the : 
immenſity of his griefs and Ibours | 


be ſufficient for our example? It bes | 
ing' eſpecially notified -unto us by the | 
oh £ Apoſtle | 


LY we VV ET Wn 


—_ 


(231 ): 


Apoſtle,That he ſuffered for us to leave us 1Pet.2.23 


an example, that we mightfollow his ſteps, 
wherein this print ot ſorrow ſcemeth 
unto me one ofthe moſt admirable 
markes of ir, that he ſuffered not (ſo 
much by his paſſion as by his com- 
paſſion. Hefelr the torments of the 
Martyrs, the miſeries of the Confeſſors, 
and the diſtrefles and deſolations of 
his Church, which he fofeſaw in all 
ages, more then the perſons them- 
ſelves who are under them can doe. 


Vere labores, & dolores noſtros ipſe talit, He trul 
bore ; all 3 I 
our labors '- 
that now oppreſle you, were ina ſhar- and ous 


_ per degree preſſing upon his heart and gFich. 


All the anxicties, and contriſtations 


fince he was content to aggravate all 


his ſufferings by taking on him the | 


ſenſe of your grievances, may not you- 
very cafily alleviate all your heavi- 
nefles by taking into your mind the re- 
ſcnrment of ſufferings, which were 
deſigned for your ſuccor in your ten- 
tations, by the refleion upon his pre- 


cedent * fothat his example, is not a 


{imple injunRion en you to ſuffer, - bur 
a conferment of an ability to ſuſtaine 
C3 K 


> 


- 
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(22): 
| {-. "it3-466 2'fgeanes-£0- improve, "aad 4-. 
- . mehjorate yout'ſtate in your \combe-- 
ritance with him. For the - Xpoſtle 
cnforceth this Doarinc with this ener- 
2Tim.2.12 gy of, Fidelis ferms, fi commortni ſunus 
| Hr & comvivemw, fi ſuſtinebimue & conreg- 
laying,for ; | 
if wee bee 4611135 . 
_— This deſerves well our contempla- 
BE all Lve tion, that the fulneſle of the Divinity 
Wo => <e-- did inhabir in Chrift, and rhe clecre 
WE £19; © viſion of God did alwaycs illuminate |, 
SH Gall alvv him, notwithſtanding this, it was ſo 
090. miraculouſly diſpoſed by God,thatthe 
[| D . _ affluence of joy ſpringing from the 
| Deity , ſhould not overflow his body, 
' and poſſeſſe the inferiour portions of. 
his ſoule, that there might be left room 
for paine and anguiſh; the which was 
manifeſt in his Paſfion, inſomnch as 
ſtupendious miracles were requiſite 
for an admittance of ſo much ſorrow 
into his moſt facred minde; if God 
were- pleaſed thus ro multiply mira- 
- 7 cles, that afflition might have acceſſe 
to his beloved Sonne,in whom he was 
ſo well pleaſed, ſhall we, with whom 
he hath ſo mnch cauſe to be _ 
| IC 3 


= 
! fed, wonderatany calamity, or tribu- 
' lation whereby heis pleaſed to corre 
us,eſpecially when it is a marke of our 
filiation , and fraternity with Chriſt ? 
We who cannot be exempt from ſuf- 
ferings without a miracle, as we are 
ſons of Adam, ſhall we be aſtoniſhed at 
any impoſition , under this notion of 
Brothers,nay even members of Chriſt? 
In which reſpe& S. Bernard faith ex- 
cellently, That delicate and tender mem- 
: bers are not decent and becommineg 4 head 


\ ſtuck full of thorns, Theretorc the preſ- 


ſures and pungencies of rhis life, make 
the ſymmetry and proportion of the 
body of Chriſtianity ro the Head,Chriſft 
Feſws ; who {ince he did not ſo much 
as ſpeak one idle word, all his praiſes 


and beatifications of the poore and the Mat.s. . 


afflited muſt needs verifie the good of 
adverſity. And ſurely Chrift did much 
lefle doe any idle deed , andif the ex- 
emplary life'of his labours and onera- 
tions had not been direted to Quy con- 
formiry therein, there might ſceme 


ſome ſupervacuouſnefſe and redun- — 


dancyin his centinuall hardnefſe and 
= * . 0 - alpe- 


' Roms. 


(24) 


, aſperity-oflife. Would God have af- 


Aied his. onely Sonne ſo, if it were 
indiftcren: to doe, ornot te doe as he- 
did 7 or that it did nat concerne thoſe 
whom he had fore-known and prede- 
ſtinated to be conformable ro the 
image of his Sonne, in this point, that 
he might be the firſt-born of many 


Brethren? Our fraternity therefore 


is derived to us by this fimilicude, 
Our finnes might have been <cffaced 
not onely by a drop of Chriſts blood , 

but even by a drop of his ſweat ; | 
whereforethis ſcemeth one of the chief 
reaſons that did induce the atrocity of | 
his paſſion, and the auſterity of his 
life, the neceſſity of ſuch a pattern for 
our imitation , ſince our nature was 


” grown ſo degenerous and cfteminare, 


as no leſſe then Gods participation of 
all the ſorts of grievances and i injuries 
rhereof would ſerve to forme in us a 
cheerfull diſpofition to the ſufferings 
and infeliciries of this life. God there- 
fore did not intend to vex us, when he 
placed our ſalvation in difficulties ,and 
in OUT RAtures averſions,for ro ſweeten 


7 « | . the 


G5) - 


_ the bitterneſle of this ſtrong neceſſity} 


which was to work upon our nature, 
to purge us from the love of this 
world, he was ſo gracious, as to infuſe; 
the company of Chriſt into. this receips,; 
that theraſt of his ſociety. might make * 
more pleaſant to us the ill favour and, 
acerbity of the remedy. Well there- 
fore may we ſay, 4 greater then Eliſha is. 
here, who hath mended theſe :;waters; 
by bur taſting of them; and :;Harh left 


neither death nor barrengicſſe-in them, 


for they are become:+;rather waters. 
ſpringing up to life evetlaſting.. - 

And we may obſerve;thar in confor- 
miry to Gods method with his Sonne, 


_ Chriſt continued-rhe ſame ſtyle to his 


Mother, for ſhe; 'whom all generati- 
ons were to' call Bleſſed, was not al- 
lowed any of what this world calls 
Bleſſings, for She, who had borne the: 
Redeemer of the whole world; was: 
notablerogo to the higheft rate of the 
Temple,for his Redemptjon, her poor 
eſtate did not reach to pay ſo much as 
a Lambe for the Sonne of God, and 


the Lembe who was to take away the: 
x . flnnes 


i 


| / (26). 


fGinnes of the world, had not fo much | 
as a Lambe for his ranſome. The | 
loweſt price that was fet for any of | 
the Children of 1/a/, was the rate 
her low condition was taxed ar. None | 
was ſet at leſfe then a paire of pigeons - 
ora paire of turtles, and the Mother of | 


God was in this iaferiour forme of the 


daughters of men. This may ſerve to_ | 
{weeren the bittereſt waters of pover- | 
ty. When we ponder this, that Chriſt | 
would not allow his Mother totaſte of ' 
any other ſpringzand though he would 
not let her taſte of the ſowrenes of the 


forbidden fruit, yet he fed her more 
thenany other,with theſc bitter leaves 
which grew out of the ſame root,thar 
is, though he was pleafed to exem 

her from finne, yet he would nor 'di- 
ſpenſc with her in ſufferings, which we 


. know are but the produttions of finne; 


and ſo, ſhe whom we may ſuppoſe ro 


have been excepted our of the rule of 


ſinners, was exalted above any in the 
ſtare of ſufferers, And this ſeems to be 
very conſonant, that as ſhe was Mother 
to the Mar of ſorrow, and of no finne, - 

EZ , P 


oa on: goes 1 oy hos by ot 


; 
Fi 
L 


| verthis point is accorded by: all par- | 
ties, that being the pureſt of all crea- as _—_ 
; tures, fhe was neverthelefle the grea- 


. teſtofall patients. When ſhe came ra 


| - 63); 
-h | ſhe ſhould be a bearer of all-griefs,” 


IC 


wichour any guiltineſſe. But howlſace, 


redeeme her owne Redeemer bythe 
legall ranſome, and wag to enter int@ 
poſſeſſion of her Son , we may note, 


| 'thatthe joyes that were preſaged her, 


by Simeon, in him were very dark and 


| myfticall, but her own forrows very 
cleer and manifeſt. For this myſterie 


of her having a light. to the revelation - 
of the Gentiles in her armes, and the 


' slory of thy people Iſrael, was hard to 


be underſtood of one that was inthe 
loweſt rank of the people , but this 
part was cafie to be conceived , of his . 
being a mark of contradition,and thar 


2 {word ſhould pierce through herown 


fouls; :: | 

Nature it ſelfe evidenceth the miſe- 
ries which mothers are lyable to from 
children, and thus ſhe had here her 
ſorrowes and her ſuffer 
in the common Aiphabes of nature, _ 
| LI . . - ns 


S writto her © 


_ (ﬆ8) 
her joyes and confolations cyphered 
out onely :ro: her in 'the figures and 
charaQers of grace, which are ſo hard 


_ to be decyphered, though it may be : 
ſhe had the key of them. But howſoc-_ 
ver, her faith was to be exerciſed by : 
atcdious, and very ſudden tryall in af- | 


fliion. 'She quickly tound the ſword 


in her ſoule, tor we may cafily con-- 
ceive 'what a wound her ſudden flight * 
into Z2yps was, how many feares, di- | 
ſtreſſes, and anxieties pierced her ten- | 
der heart inthar laborious flight. And | 


ſurethe ſword of Herod that parted ſo 


| 
BE 
F-- 
| {| 


FTg- 


j 

| 

TT 
| 

| 

| 

- 


many mothers'and children , pierced | 
her ſ{oule even while ſhe poſlefled her ' 
child : ſhe may well be judged to have | 
out-ſuffered any of them in their own | 
loſſes, for ſhe had the gricte of being 


the occaſion of them all upon her 


heart, ſoas the ſword that was drawn 
directly againſt her ſoule, though the 
ſtroke did not light upon it, as it was 


aymed, yet it may bethought to have | 


wounded her ina ſharper manner,then 
it did any it fell bloodily upon , forher 
exquiſite charity muſt -needs. feel all 


their : 


ed | 


(29)! 
their anguiſhes and paſſions who. were 
thus afflicted, as:perſonating her, :  - 

Thus we {ce,how ſhe began her poſ« 
ſeſhon of her Son, with the ſorrows of 
2 multitude of mothers inflicted on 
her. Andit. we.:look:.upon;her:being 
diſpoſlefied of her Son, there we ſhall 
ſee the ſword piercing her ſoule' in ſo 
horrid a manner, asthe.paines- which 
all the daughters:.of Feruſalem: cver 
had:,-in the burth/or death. of. their 
children, were but: ſhadows of her tor- 


.ture. - Whereupon, S.. Bernard: ſaith , 


Lg 


Neither tongue: cancexpreſſe, nor heart con- 
ceiverthe dolowrs: wherewith:the holy. bowels 
of this: Mother| were excruciated; ' Now. 
Blefſed. Yirgin you pay with-rigorous 
intcreſt #hat paigerwhich Nature was 
not allowed to exact: of yah, your 
delivery ; the pangs which youteltnot 
inthe birth-ot your. Son , axcafinitely 
replicated - upon, you at: his death; 
When: we- coiiftder: the Mather -of 
Chriſtſtandinghy the Croſſe,,and ſce- 
ing her Sounder rhoſe nails, thorns, 
and ſcourges ,/and: all the other ror- 
tures ; the-picure whereof'is enough 
ro 


v 


($9) 
to wouhd any Chriſtian heart, with | 
what hand can we hope to touch this |- | 
doletull figure of the Blefſed Yirgin, to | 
give i '2 lively reſemblance © I will 
cheretoreeaveit veyled, with this rea- | 
fon uponir, Par nwlls figura delori , the | 
not being pourtraitable, being the | 
necreſt imilirude can be made of this | 
figure of difconſolation. That which | 
reporterh moſt co our parpoſe, is, that | 
by thenot being able to comprehend | | 
the immenfiry ofthe ſufferings of the | . 
Motherof God, we may be the leſle | 
aptto a nd amypextremityer out | 
owne, when ſhe, who had at leaſt no | 
actuill fin'to expiate;had fo much for- | 
row to exercife her vertue; kewſhall | 
wa (who have ſoitmuch ſinto fatisfie | 
for) wonder at any ſufferings, whereof | 
we haveſomuchneed to ſanRifteus © | 
There is then no reaſon, whyweſhould : 
teare to be miſtaken ,- meaking croſſes | 
for commodities, indionities for ho- | 
pn} gar for rreafure,, ſince the 


Wiſdoine; and divincuader- 
ſtanding hath counceled this -accep- | 
tation of them pr byhis —_— Þ 

ur . | 


(31)) 
but by his Mothers prefidehe, and his 
th | ewne petſonall inveſture of them... He 
15 // who is both the ſupreme goodacfie, 
0 | andrheſupremepower,chole by thoſe 
ill low humbled meansto redeem us, and 
| by the ſame we muſt perfe& our ſal- 
c | vation, the work muſt be finiſhed by 
© | the ſameinfiruments by which is was 


® begun. R 4-5: 

. Chriſt told his Difciples,: there were 
t ) many manſions in his Fathers houſe, 
d | butnever gave them notice of any 0- 
x ' ther way toatty of them, but this of . 
© | 
) 
| 


the croſles and myferies ; Vows world: 
And furely-ashe ſaid ofthe manſions, 
ſo may we ſay of the: marches :to 
them, if there had been another-paſ- 
ſage, he would have told it «hem. 
"This narrow way, and ſtrait gate, is all 
chediredtion we find, either by his life, 
his doQrine,or his death. Regwwy 
rn Vin patienr ,& widlents Cagiumt 
i5 the word, or [Merto belongang | 
Armies of the'Goſpels andiias Chryf ſaid, iſfereth 23 
No body afcendeth inta:heaveo!; faux & te yi- | 
he thar defcended ori. of heaven on: bear 
therefore ht: youchſafed::t0.-come © 
no! OT» down, | 


”Y Im Kings m 

nw dome 0 2 

£9 the heaven 
2 


c elo - Mat.xtaz 


The mil- 
kie way. 
The bloo- 
dy way. 


(32) 
downe, to live out this way , which he 
imprinted upon his ſacred humanity. 
-So that now, this way lyeth ſo fairly 
"marked our \ by the prints of his ſteps 


in his return to his etcrnall manſion, as 


no body that looketh up toheaven can 
\miſlſethe ſccing of it, though ir benor 
the via laFes of the Poets , bartthe via 
ſanguinea of the Prophets and the Apo- 
Hes. Iris traced our more fairly inthe 
-firmament of a Chriſtian, which is the 
Goſpel,then the otheris un the materiall 


-$kice. The life of Chrift is ſuch a ſe- 


—_ and connexion 'of . bright and 
ining ſufferings, as ſhew our fouls as 


1ncelligibly the way to.heaven,as thoſe ' 


ſtars doe our'cyes that ſenfible track 


in the firmament. We may caſt our 
eye upon this Galaxie, or conſtellation 


ot humility , and depreſſion i in Chriſts 
life, weſhall ſee it illuftrious and ſhi- 
ning in-an humiliation under all ſorts 


_of creatures. He humbled: himſelfe to 


the 4nzels, he vouchſafed' to receive | 


. . eoinforrofan 'Aneel.as if his neceſſity, 
' not humility,:had required it. When 
| he was hungry, he was pleaſed to take | 


A | - food | 
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_ * : 
foode; as almes from the '-Angells; 
when he could have turned:::ſtones 
into bread. He. humbled himſelfe 
ro man, and woman, remayning obe= 
dient to his Mother, and to Foſeph. 
He ſubje&ted himſelfe ro -Impious 
Princes, to Herod, Ceſar, Caiphas, and 
Pilate by undergoing their burthens,. 
and their judgements, Heſubmitred 
himſelfe to vile, and. infamous - ſer- 
vants, aSto Malchas, and to his tortu- 
rers, deriders, and others. He yeel- 
ded himſelfe even to inanimatecrea- 
tures, ſuffering heat andcoldro ſtrike 
upon him, and byiron, wood, thorns, 
and reeds, he induredto be. violated, 
and offended ;nay he ſubjected. him- 
ſelfe ro his greateſt enemy the Divell 

himſclfe, when he ſuffered him to car-, 
ry him up to the pinnacle of the Tem- 

ple; ſo there is no creature from the 

ſublimeſt to che meaneſt, fram the. 
beſt ro the worſt, to whom Chriſt did 

not humiliate himſelfe. 

And thus you ſee, this arche of hu- 
miliation ſer as it were on another 


| bow, intheclouds of his humanity for 


D S 


64) "AN 
aſigne of this Covenant of ſufferances;} 
wherein I have ſuggeſted to you your | 
ingagemient; and this bow of his Cove- | 
nant, is ſo extended as it makes a per- | 
tec circle, it reacheth from the ſphere ' 
of angelicall, ro that of inanimate ſub- 
ſtances, to bath which we ſee, Chriſt 
did ſubmit himſelfe, and ſo his ſub- : 
jection toucheth the higheft, and the | 
loweſt point of his owne creatures, ' 
Which cenfideration of his ineffabls ! 
humility muft needs affure us, of that ' 
admirable effe&ir hath produced, of | 
converting crofles into the nouriſh- ' 
ment of his body left upon earth, and | 
ſoto bring that, which ſeparated his! | 
ſoule, and his body, now to bethe! | 
meanes of reuniting the body ro the ! 
head. 'For the. Croſſe is left in his! 
Church, ro conjoyne and conſociate ! 
the members unto their ſuffering head ! 
Chrift Feſus , and we may well adde, 
_ thatthis Divine figne of the Croſſe ſetin;. , 
the Heaven of his Perſon ſo conſpi-} , 
cuouſly, remains as a ſenfible! market - 
of his promiſe to the Church, of neve!! & 
being drown'd in any inundation q 
> ns | ; CrQI-: 


(35). 
croſſes falling on her, _ | 
Looking up therefore to the heaven- 
ly objec of Chriſts ſufferings, we may 
be comforted, by our fimilitude ;and 
we may rejoyce atour ſecurity, which 
this Covenazt recapitulateth to uszas of- 
ten as we contemplate it, infomuch 
as there is none of you, who groan un- 


der any preſſure, or trembleunder any | 
oppreſſion, that looking up upon the ati- Heb. 12.2; 


thor, and finiſher of our faith Chriſt Feſus, 
may not ſee him bearing the ſame 
croſſe with joy , deſpifing the confw- 
fion of it. Whether you ſweat under 
your burdens, or whether you bleed 
under the edge of theſe times, you 
ſhall find your perſecution both «vill 
and ſanguinary -patternd to you inthe 
perſon cven-df God and Man, Chriff 


Feſus, who bath nar leit ſo much as 


your feares, and terrors out of the ex- 


emplar of his paſſions ; his Cepit 8ede- Mar-14- 
re, & pavere was deiigned | porn ifs bend 
fainting z.to be hea-- 


CT OO "Rk x af- 'y, 2nd © 
and if ther e WCcre any POAUut am Your at fearc, 7 


asa cordiall in your firs 0. 


fictions, which were not exemplifide' 
to you in Chriſt's 4 wi that circum- 
| 2 ſtance 


\ 


(36) 


ſtance oughtto prove to you, a ſuffi? | 
cient conſolation,in that you had ſome | 
"ſuffering - to offer to Chriſ# of your | 
owne, beſides the copye, and pour-. 
traiture of his, But alas; all that we | 
can imagin in our own paines, where-. | 
in there is imitation of his, is that | 
which we may betrer bluſh ar, then : 


boaſt of, for ic is only the guilr of de- 


ſerving more then we can endure in | 
this life ; this is ſimply ours in our | 
afflitions, whercin we find no reſem- ' 
blance inthe figure of Chriſts ſuffer- ' 
ings, which part of our caſes,may make | 
_ us offer up to Chriſt a thankfull alacri- : 
ty in all remporall penalties inflicted |! 
on us, for having taken off from us, the | 


burthen we could not remove by any 
ſufferings, and having leftus only ſuch + 
preſſures,as may aleviate the weight of | 


that intolerable gravation, which 1s | 
the guilt of finne : for our croſſes in | 


this lite by the vertue ofthe Croſſe of | 
Chriſt (whereof our heavieſt are bur | 
chippes, or ſhavings) doe not cigh 
keepe our finnes lower, bur alſo wei 

agunſ the temporall penalty of thoſe) | 


which | | 


: 
| 
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So - 
which arein the ſcale, 

It may admit a queſtion, whether ir 
be a more precious Chriſtian exerciſe, 
to doe good, or to endure evills,, Thar 
ſtate is certainly the beſt in which both 


are conjoyned, when ſuffering many. 


orievances, we aft as many goodas we 
are able; yet God hath provided mat- 


ner of meriting in both conditions. . 
| ſeverally: letthem then who have no- 


thing left to give to God, by way of 
ations, rejoyce. in the faculty of ſor- 
rowes, which furniſh them meritori- 
ous: offerings in all their neceſfities. 


When King David cxtols the dignity: 


of man, he raiſeth it upon this ' ground, 


that God had made him bur a little. 4 
lower then Azgel/s. Bur in this re+ ?/al.8. 
ſpet, we may ſay, that God hath ad- 


vantaged him abovethem, by furniſh- 
ing him with more inſtruments of -me- 


riing then they have, by bavihg cou- 
pleda body ro this ſpirit, in which he 7 


may ſuffer for Chriſt, when many 0- 
ther capacities of expreſling, his gra- 
tirude are ſuſpended. '' For man hath 


not only all the 'ſeverall powers of 
D 3 =" "en 


4 


Rom.8.13. 


(38) | 
his minde, but alſ{o-the ſenſes of his * 
bodygiven liim, as organs of meriting, | 
by carrying the Groſſe upon them. | 
With this:corporeall turnicure, man is / 
enriched'-above Aneells , fo as man 
may even out of the greateſt infirmi- | 
ties of his conſtitution, extract matter ' 
of glorification. This vertue hath | 
been imparted to the vility of fleſh *' 
and blood, fince God vouchſafed to- ! 
be inveſted in it, our fleſh received this 
priviledgenot only of being admitted 
into heaven, but of contributing to the 
ſoule's degrees of glory, by the pro- 
ortions of the bodies tufferings, and 
as S. Paul{aith, It is 19 wonder that God; | 
having given his owne Sonne to human | 


" nature, ſhould have given all theſe other 


—_ ages, it they had remained [Mm- | 


prerozatives with him. 

Out of this ſtare of our mortality , 
the Saizts ſhall riſe as high , as they 
ſhould have done from the ſtate of in- 
nocence & immortality, which ſhews, : 
that they are equally TanRified in the | 
brevity & ſhorrneſſe of their life now, ! 
to what they ſhould have attained in' /| 


mor- 


Os oo 
nortall. The multicude of ſfarrowes ... 

| and croſſes, by the grace of Chrift, - 

" | countervaileth and compenfateth the | 

- | numerouſneſſe of the yeeres of our 

ſervice. Our Redeemer hath lefet this 

.  compendious way of 'meriting, by the 

. } neceſlicies & moleſtations of our fleſh, - 

the which he would notexpunge in it, 

l 


/ that he might preſent his Father the 
' children of his moſt precious paſſtons, 
as much purified ina littletime,as rhey: 
' ſhould have been inthe efflux of many 
| ages. He who raiſed above the higheſt 
. heaven, the heavinefſe of our earth! - 
upon this Engine of the Croſſe, hath lefr 
itus,to winde up the caftlycrour terre- 
ſrial qualities upon the ſame machine, 
Thiswas the means whichS. Paw! made 
uſe of, in all his elevarions up to the 1 
third heaven: Chriſto confixus ſum cuts, als. 20. | 
, | carryed him up to that ſublimity ; tid Wim 2 
he kept himfelf ſo cloſe nayled to the am nailed © 
| Croſſeall his life, a5 when he was weak he 4 
; | he was ſtrongeſt, and nevereſteemed 
| Hisraptures fo much as his revilings - 
- | andignominics. He profeſſeth it 
| willingly in nothing but in his humi 
"> ik Fe 4 ations, 


E 
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Gladiywi ; ations, Libenter gloriabor in infirmitati. 

I plory in 0M 7n0H, 13 contumliis, in neceſitat:bug, 

my infir- in anguſtits pro Chriſto, propter quod pla- 
ITIES.1 a , Gs 

comme. C0 1h1 10 infirmitatibus met, in perſecu- 


GE 


lies,in ne- tf0nibys, becauſe he tound power was | 


ceſlities,in 


an Perteted in infirmity. Whereby we 


for Chriſt, aFE Convinced, that thoſe who are cal- | 


&c. 
forts of crucifying. 


ſed ro Chriſtianity, arc afligned to all | 


All the iniquity of a Chriſtian con- 
ſiſteth cither in doing what Chriſt did | 


Rot, or in refuſing to doe what he did, 
andnone can. excuſe themſelves,by an 
1ncapacity of imitating Chriſtin thar , 
wherein-he hath been pleaſed to ſtate 
Chriſtian profeſſion; for cvery one may 
be poore, and patient, and mortified , 


but every. one 1s not qualified to attain | 


to riches, honour, or learning. This js 
the wiſdome and love of God, to have ! 
thoſethings made the beſt contributi- / 


ons to oureternall felicity, which may 
not onely be. reached by every one, 


bur caneven ſcarce be miſled by any, ! 
which are the afflitions. and adverſi- 
ties of this life; wherefore thoſe, who | 
it may be would not have had the zeal | 
h | 26 | to 


(41) 
to affe a ſimilituderto Chriſt, in theſe 
hard touches of Gods hand, muſt not 
be ſo ungratefull, as to repugne to this 
operation of God upon them, or be 
aſhamed and contuſed to ſeethis figure 
of deformity, in the worlds eye, im- 
preſed uponthem, in poverty, infamy, 
deſtirutions of friends , reproaches of 
enemies, and all other affimilations to 
Chriſt, but rather acknowledge a mer- 
cy of God,who having called them to 
theſe tryals as Chri/tians , whereunto 
they have anſwered but 11] in orher 
times, that now he youchſaferh him- 
ſelfe to place them in the ſociety of 
the paſhons of Chriſt, remembring 
what the great Doctor in this. worlds 
miſeries, and the others felicities, re- 


monſtrates to us, That in the ſame mea- * ©-* Te. 


ſure you are partakers of the pafiens, J0# r Petia. t. I 
ſhall be of the con(olations of Chriſt, E 


ſt. s cl 


With good reaſon then I may urge are. 3 
this to you in S, Peters name,Chriſto igi- ſuffered in 2 
tur paſſo in carne, &. ves eadem cogttatio- ans: | 
ne armemini.. Which muſt nor be one- ſo armed 


ly to ſuffer all patiently from your e- vi 4c 


ame cogi- 


Nemies, but cyento be diſpoſed to ſuf- caion. 


fer 


OS | 
fer for your encmics, if Gods plory 
ſhould propoſe irto you. O ! ſhall not 


this lover of you,and benefactor of his 


T.ROM.24.- 
God hath 
delivered 
_ themup 
intothe 


defircs oe dCr the notion of Chriſtzans , have this 
their own Jefſon given you 'from that naked bo-. 


art. 


their guiltineffe but ignorance, 'plea- 
| as : 


enemics, be able to heap coales upon 
your hearts, to inflame them with a 
defire of this imitation? Put then,I be- 
ſeech you, the ſad heart of Feſws, as a 
fienct upon your hearts, that he may 
find you according -to his heart. You 
need not bediſheartned to finde your 
perſons and eſtates become according 
to the hearts of your cnemies , fince 


valence, and you, looking upon all 


your deprivations-and paſfiveneſle un- | 


dy on theCroſſe, whereof you are mem- 
bers, who did but pittie thoſe that 


were dividing his clothes , and caſting, 


lots for his upper garment,(which was 
a figure of his Church) and the ation 


no ill figure of theſe rimes in the re>: 
gard of caſting lots ; and Chrift , when 


there was nothing lefr ro extenuate 


ded 


[5 
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you know, Tradidit eos in deſaderia cords 
cormm, proveth often an-unhappy pre- | 


* 


[ 
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| themto the uſe of hs connſell and purpoſes, 


| out Gods will, 1s not done againſt it ; 


0 . 
ded that for them to his Father, n 
Dimitte illis, non enim ſciunt quid fati- -# 23- 
w#t, and ſought thus to cover their Forgive * 
nakedneſſe , who had ſo protanely ex- tcmior | 
poſed and violated his; and ſure, Ne- ms 
ſciunt que facinnt, is a proper plea for chey doe. 
your charity, to make now in defence 

of your affliftors, it 1s writ upon the 

face of moſt of their ations, and we 

may well uſe the Prophets 2»# [cit fs ,,,4.3.9. 
convertatur , & ignoſcat Dems ? Who Who _ 
knowerh. whether Gods mercy doth f2oeth it 
not defigne another work, then that convers, | 
which they think they ſet their bands 224 * 
ro? and ſo they may be doing, they © 
know not what, in the beſt ſenſe we 

can underſtand it : for as S. Gregorie_ 3 Gregor: 
ſaith pertinently to this purpole, God Oo Ws : 
who «s juſt and mercifull in hi difpoſare_ 14 

of humane attions, accordtth ſome things 

& he is gracious, and permitteth ſome as 

he s angry ; and the things he doth but per - 

mit, he tolerateth them ſo, as he turneth 


Whereby it is effefted, ina wonder- 
full manner, that what 1s acted with- 


for - 
% kn 


&- 


(44) 
for while ill deeds are converted to 
ood uſes, even thoſe things beare 
armes for his deſigne,that militate and 
repugne againſt ic, and we may well 
ſay, not by way of Prediction, but of 
Prayer, Who knoweth whether the Spirit 
of God may not be pleaſed to move upon 
.. the face of thoſe waters which now cover 


our land, and out of this abyſje and Chaos, | 


extract light and clarity. - But as Saint 
Peter (aid, to conſolatre and confirme 
the Chriſtians in their perſecutions,you 


Fe 0.1 6.3 3 bs = " . , 
4 upon,in all your agitations,the eternall 


Word it ſelfe propheſying that his | 


members ſhould have all ſorts of preſ- 


ſures and crofles in this world. To! 
. which you ſhall doe beſt to attend , as | 
unto alight ſhining ina dark place, till | 


4715-15 the day dawne againe;. and looking 


To our uponthe verification of this Propheſie, 
Lordwas jnall ages we may reſt upon S. Pauls 
his owne ground , for the re-edifying of the ta- 
' known bernacle'of David, and repayring the 


from the . . | 
beginning PFcaChes thereof, and ſctting it up fo, 


of the | a$the reſidue of men may ſeck after 


world. | \ ay | 
-" "p4 the Lord. Notum 4 ſeculo eft Domino opus 


ſunm, 
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bi 


have a ſure word of Prophefic to reſt} 


\ 
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ſaum. Leaving therefore the know- 


ledge of rimes and ſeaſons to his pro- 


vidence, as the prerogative thereof , 


we muſt husband our properties of 
Chriſtians, Which is, to take up the 
croſſe daily, andto follow Chriſt, This 
is the inherirance of a Chriſtian, the 
Paſhon of Chriſt, the which he may 
improve to himſelte, by the culture of 
Meditation , 'and muſt take heed of 
venturing to plough up the ground of 


Gods Providence, and ſowing it with 


his owne Reaſon,.rchatic may beare 
him ſatisfaion of the - cauſes of his 
ſufferings,or the Churches perſecutions. 
For this is a labour he is forbid to 


ſweat in, for whioh reaſon, this ſwear - 


of his brain ſhall not afford him bread. 


Our \ Father in this caſe onely gives a. 


ſtone re him that asketh' him this 
bread, to feed his {cruple, or his curi- 
ofiry; whereas a Chriſtian, by an huin- 
ble acquieſcence ſimply ro Gods in- 
icrutable order and providence in all 
events, may turne even fſtones'into 
bread, his afflitions into ſpirituall ali- 
ments, and draw oyle out of the —_ 
65 C 
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as * 


ſons \weetneſſe in the Lyons jawes, 


| (46) 
he is caft upon : while he tudicth nat | 
to ſolve Gods riddles, the intricacies 
of his. Providence, he ſhall have Samp. | : 
ſons riddle egplained, and applyed to ' 


J«as. 4-4 him, for Out of the eater ſhall come forth | 


meat, and out of the ftrong ſhall iſſue ſweet- 
neſſe. The Lyor of the Tribe of Fudah | 
- hath infuſed honey into rhe teeth of * 
all theſe Lyons he lets looſe upon his ! 
Church , and a reſigned patient ſhall | 
taſte more the honey , then he ſhall ! 
tecle the teeth of the beaſt thar quart: : 
rereth him, They therefore who will : 

findethe ſuavity of perſecution , muſt | 

ſuck it out of Chriſts Paſſion, where it | | 
lyes ready made,and notamuſe them- | 
ſelves to work it out of the order of | 
Gods providence, whercin it reſts im- | 
plicated in the folds of many myftc- | 
ries,and our curioſity in ſeeking it, will | 
return us rather Sawls anxiety upon his 
- enquiry of Samuels ghoſt , then Samp- | 


YFES 
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which he found when he looked not 
for it. And out of S. Pauls mouth, whe 
was oncea raging Lyon, till he was | 
killed by him, of — Sampſon was a | 


# <>» 
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figure, | 
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| Om 
figure, we may take this hony ts dul- 
cific all thoſe bitterrieſſes of qur lives, : c0r-4- 
9ued in praſenti eſt momentaneum, & le- cc; 
ve tribulationis notre ſupra modiyn in ſub- bulation | 
limitate #terumnmglorie ponds operatur in ſnaly a 
nobis. momenta. 
nie and 
. : lighr, wors 
| keth above 


Has thus ſeene and confidered meaſure 
Gods hand and manner in the fi- p— 
oure of his dearly beloved Son upon nal weight 
the Croſſe, by which he conveyed 95191 
him to his Coronation,. let us now 
confider alſo Chriſts method in order- 
ing his Charch, atter he profeſſeth that 
all power is given him bath in heaven & 
earth, ſo as the ſufferings of theBody, 
to ſuch an Head, muſt needs be by or- 
der, not infirmity. For after he had 
ſuffered ſufficiently fer more worlds 
then he ſhed drops of blood, and for as 
many ages as worlds , he might well 
have allowed the members of his bo- 
dy all joy and felicity for the reſt of 
thoſe few Ages this wotld:was.to ſub- 
ſit, Buthe who was Wiſdome it (elf, 
choſe another method , as he wh his 
ca- 


© TL8:232.29; 


—" =p 
deareſt friends, 


diſpoſuit mihi Pater mens regnum. He co- 


pyed his Fathers hand upon himſelfe, 
1n his drawing and figuring his Charch | 


I difpoſe Uponearth, ſo as after his glorious bo- 


- eoyouas ' dy was cnthroned at the right hand of | 
my Father od, he left his myſticall body hang- | 


diſpoſed to _ - : 
me 3 king- INg aS it were upon the croſſe in Calvary 


deme. for ſome Ages, wounded by the laun- 
ces of the Gentiles, 'andvilified by the 

ſcornes of the Fewes. In this poſture it 

. hung, expoſed many yeers a fcandall 

. tothe eyes ofthe one, and tolly to the 
underſtandings ofthe other, inſfomuch 

as the extreme paſſions of. this body, 
might well have extorted our of fl: 

and blood, a Deus mens, ut quid dereli- 


quiſti me? The afflitions were ſo intol- | 
lerable,as no body,that had not aGod - 


for the heat of it, could: have growne 
Mat. 27. 


My Gog, 20d proſpered in ſo bleeding an infan- 
why haſt Cie. It ſeemeth Gods' unſearchable 
mou forſa- Wiſdome, deſigned Chriſts myfticall 


ken me ? 


bodytobe formed on' the face of rhe 

carth, as his naturall body was: in the 

_ wombe of theYrezn,inthe compoliti- 

on whereof, there was onely the Tp 
EN 0 


Ego diſpond vobis, ſicut 
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of the Yirgin , and in liFeqmanner, the 
vertue of the holy Ghoft came upgn the » 


blood of the Martyrs; forming and-ani- 
mating the Primitive Church. For in 
thoſe times we find the vertue of the 
Spirit working moſt upon blood ,'x0 


torme and procreate the body of the 


Charch. And thus by the admirable 
vertue of Chriſts Paſſion, it feemed not 
_ an effafion, but rather a transfuſion 
,of all che blood was drawne; convey« 
ing it into other veynes, and the ſame 
ſpirics ſeemed to be carryed in it, into 


other badies , which ſucceſſively-ma-. 


king the ſame ule of it ; might make 
one think; it had been the very ſame 
bloodintuſcd into other veyns , which 


like channels father then owners of-it . 
poured it out againe fo freely ; andin - 
this way of generation; the Sarnts and _ 


_ procreated the deſcent of the 
family of Chriſt, for above three hun- 


' dred yceres. The Apoſtles ſeemed to | 
poure out their blood into the-veynes 
of their Diſciples and Succefſors, and 
they in like manner to transfuſc theirs 
| E _ _ unto 


/ 


4 . 


 intothoſe diſtsÞded from them , and 
by this ſucceſſive tranſmifton , the 
Progeny of the Church was deduced 


42.4. 3:, This was the operation of that exc 
heart, and one ſoule, the Apoſtle ſairh 
was then'in the multitude of the Beleevers. 

And indeed,the records of thoſe times 

may well make one reflet onthe do- 


ſpirir otaQting and ſuffering which was 
cranſmitted from ofte to another, ſee- 
med ſo much the ſame, as one might 
ſay there was a tranſmigration of the 
ſoules of the firft Martyrs into the ſur- 


to have ſuſpeRed , that the ſoule of S. 


This is 


S len of ſoules from one body to. anorher 
dcad, and WaS much followed in thoſe times. Bur 
therefore we may Welin a pious and ſober ſenſe, 


P work in Tay, that the ſoule of S, Perer ſeemed 
* © him, TCranſmigrated into his ſucceſſors for 


| 


many 


wv 


through' the Primitive Perſecutions. ' | 


rine of Pythagoras, in his tranſmigra- | 
tionof ſoules ; for in thoſe times the | 


viving iſſue of their ſpirit. Herod is ſaid | 


 Fohn Baptiſt had paſſed into Chrift, | 
Mat.14.1 when he ſaid, Hic eft Foannes Baptiſta, | 
John the Fpſe ſwrrexit 4 mortus, ideo viriutes ope- | 
Baptiſt, he #47tw7 in eo, The doGtrine of tranſition | 


—_—_ 
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many yeeres ; for the ſame ſpiric of ©; 
fervour, in watcting with cheir blood © 
| the Rock whereon Chriſt had planted 
| his Charch,pollcfled above thirty F 
| - ſucceflively after S. Peter; and (o all 
' their badies ſeemed to be caſt as & 

i; Mmoldofcarth upoa that rock', where: 
upon the faith of the Rowave Churth did 

| ſpring; theplants whereof , eyen all 
| acknowledge their Chirches to be,who - 
have now ſevered themſclves from 
_ radicall communion, 4nd forget- 
; ngthe benefics of thoſe Foſephs, who | 
fo them in the famine of their Pags- 
wiſme,are now laying burchens qa thei 1 
children. k. 
| In this manner ; the Primitive 
'" | Charch was nouriſhed in her cradle; 
>| inſtead of having milk given her «© 
make blood of, theſucked blood, and 
made milke of i it, by the —E the 
.r | bath nucſed che Gackedieg tes ;for 
"| inallthe Chwcher following perſccud- 
| ons the fairhfull have been ſuſtained 
4 | end refreſhed by that milk, which the 
-. | blood of choſe dimes: did make for 
ny chew, for emacs m— 
, wit 


(52) 
with their doQrines ; hath confirmed 
and ſtrengthned as well as alimented, 
all thcir furure progenie. It isan admi- 
rable evincement of the truth of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, to remark, thar as it 


was founded upon a ſupernaturall con- 


"junction of a body thar might ſuffer,to 


2A perſon that was impaſlible; ſo it was. 
propagarcd by the deſtruction of thoſe. 
bodies. which were the organs of tra- . 
dition oft to poſterity, for the wounds. | 
of the 4poſftles and the Martyrs ſeemed .| 


but ſo many more. mouthes, opened 
to ſpeak out louder the myſteries of 
the Goſpe/, and to prove thoſe verities 
by daring to dye for them , which 
were not to be demonſtrated by the 
_ eloquence of any living men or An- 
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gcls ; and thus the tongues of the Mar- | 


#575 ſpoke more plainly the myſterics 


of their faith , when ney were torne 
out of their mouthes by t 


iniquitas veſtra, illecehra magis et ſeit 5; 


the 


| eir tortures, j 
then while they were tutoring their | 


Diſciples. Whercupon Tertulia ſaith | 
to the Perſecutors, Zxquiſitior ques, | 


the more exquiſite their iniquitygrew, | 
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the more efficacious allurement ic | 


proved to Chriſtian Religion. For,as 
he explains it, every one being ſtruck 
with wonder at the vertue and pati- 


\ence of the ſufferers , began to think 


that worthy the enquiring into,which 
men thought ſo much better worth 
then their lives; and theſe refleti- 


ons converted more then the beſt yer-. 
ball expreſſions, co ſuch auditors, as . 


choughr life not to be equivalencedSy 
any compenſation. Wherefore Saint 
Cyprian, who was one of the brighteſt 
mirrors of theſe refleQtions, 1aith, The 
Heathen were wont to conclude, that if de- 
ſerved to be ſtudyed, and fully penetrated, 
that perſwaſion which could induce 4 mun 


10 ſuffer ſo much, and to dye ſo willingly. 


And this Lecture of the badics of che 
Martyrs, convinced more then the 
books of the Fathers ; it wrought more 
upon fleſh and blood, to ſee as it were 
the whole body ſet totheir faith, then 
the ſingle hand; as we ſaw in Malta,the, 
Vipers tecth moved them more then 
S. Pauls tongue ; and in like manner, 
this wrought thoſe preſent effe&s fre-: 
116181: Ez quently 
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quently upoti multitndes, the canfide- 


ring thc mindes of Chriſtians, ſhaking 
off the ſtings of torcures, which hung 


upon their bodies , the peace of their 
foules remaining inviolated, and un- 
offended by them#. And thoſe admi- 
rable effeRs of ſuch cauſes as were na- 
turally oppoſite to them,weredemon- 
ſtrations of this diftate of Saint Fohn, 
Tok are of God, and overcome the world, 
braſs greater is he thas it in you, then 
he that s in the world, whereof he was 
one of the moſt egregious marks, be- 


ing preſerved for a ſpearor, after he 


had beet himſelfea patient inthe ſcene 
of Maytyraome : for being cohdemned 


co ſuffer at Rome in & caldron of ſcald- 
ing oyle, he came out of it more _re- 


freſhed then the Zmperor out of his 


baths of precious oyntmenits; he reſted * ! 


ih it, with little lefſe eaſe then he had 
done in the boſome of his Maſter, 


| Fot Martytdome my well be rermed . 


rhe boſome of Chr5fh, as it isthe nee- 
reſt part of his body , joyning to the 


ſuffering head upon the Crofſe,and as it 


is the neereſt acceſſe towards a con- 
_ _ junGion 
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jungion with the glorified head in 
heaven. And thus the AMertyrs did 
daily verifie this poſition, That he that 
was in them, was greater then the world; 
for they who had ſubdued the world, 
could not ſuppreſſe Chriſtianity.. Chriſt 
choſe torriumph over the tyrannie 8 
power of the Emperors of the werld, 
before he would vouchſafe to be fer--. 
ved by them, to evidence this for his - 
glory, that it was not his neceiſitythar. 
- required, bur his grace that admitted 
Kings to be nurfing-fathers, & Queens 
to be nurfing-mothers to his myſticall 
body upon carth. | 
This alſo deſerveth ouranimadver- 
ſion, that- ſoone after the Church came 
ro ſuck at thoſe breſts, ſhe fell into firs -- 
of Conyulſfjon , interiour Herefies , 
*which cndangered: her more then all 
the exteriour wounds of Perſecution 
ſhe had received, Whereby appeareth, 
that the milk of Princes was nor {o 


| healthfull for her , as the blood of 


Martyrs. For even in Conſtawtine the 
Great his time, -who was the firſt 
Princely Foſter-father of the Charch, 
EF 4 Art- 


=; (GP) . -- 
{© Thedeny- Arianiſme began to- breed in her, and 
j Dy this diſcaſe in his time, notwithſtand- 
of Chriſt, ing all his cures and remedies admini« 
ftred, lay ſtill ſo neaſtedin her,as pre- 
ſcarly atter his death, the corruption - 
broke out into deſperate convulfions, 
and the vety breſt of her temporall 
nurſing father, was cancei'd with this 
Herefie. For the ſecond ſonne of Con- 
 ftantine,named Conftantizs,co whom, in 
the partition of the Empire, the Eaſt 
was aſhgned, reyolted profcfſedly. to 
Arianiſme, and in a few yeeres this 
poyſon had ſo ſpread by his diffuſion, 
as the leprofie had over-run almoſt 
all the Eafterne Churches, infomuch as 
Chriſtianity ſeemed more endangered 
* by this canker in the breaſt of an Em- 
perour proteſſing to nurſe it, then. it 
had been by all thoſe raging Lyons 
that ſought to devoure it: So muck 
more dangerous was ir, to part Chriſts 
Divimty trom the Charch, then to have 
the whole world united againſt her, . 
while that was acknowledged, and re- | 
lyed upon for the ſupport. This perill | 
ſprang out .of Proſperity , when the 
E1- 
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Emperours of the Eaſt,ſeemed to think 


their Religion ſupported ftrongly c- 
nough without the' Divinity of Chriſt, 
whereas Rowe, which was then fallen 


away in all temporall diminution, 


maintained the intire profeſſion of 
Chriſtiap taith, againſt all the gates of 


hel), which the Zmperows under pre- 


tence-of being watchmenupon the to- 
wer, had opened againſt her, and for 
many yeares, S, Peters barke floated, 
aSit were in an Ocean of Arieniſme, 


which had covered the Eaſtern, and 


had broke in upon many parts ofthe 
Weftern Empire. It were too long 
a work, to make a journall of the yoy- 
age of S. Peters barke through all 
thoſe ages, in which it hath beene cx- 
poſed ro the ſtormes of diverſe perſe- 


* cutions, and the ſands of innumerable 


herefies it bath paſſed over with ſafc- 
ty. That which reſpe&eth moſt my 
purpoſe, is to elucidate to you, how 
temporall adverfity, and tribulation 
have alwaies contributed to the purity 


of the Doctrine and manners of the 


Catholike Church, for I doc not me 


co 
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to touch any Controverſic, but in de: | | 
fence ofthoſe, you may unjuſtly ac- | 
count your adverſaries, which arethe | pi 
crofles and afflitions of rheſe times, 
and to diſpute for the uſe, and benefic 
ef them, againſt your difftidence, and 
irrefolution, in this kower of your ex- 
amination; which I hope,by the grace | 
of God, may be cffeRted in ſome de-+ 
gree by this ſuggeſtion to you, of 
thoſe Coverests and obligations of ſuf- 

| fering, wherein you are engaged, 
 Tb!ſ.3.2 which I may urge to you inthetermes | tr 
of che mirror of ſufferers S. Pawl,1 | 
beve (int this toyon, and exbort you for 
yonr faith that wo man be moved in theſe 
tribulations, for your ſelves know that we 
' are appoimedis the. 
_ Me thiaks chis ſhould lenify,. and - 
difaſperate all the ſenſe of our afflii- 
_ ons, torefleR, how under theſe rwo 
not:ons of the Sownes of Adam, and the | 
Brothers of Chrift, we are deſigned to 
| ſufferings. For as wer, the boly ſpirit 
| Fobs5.7, telleth us, Men & boys to labor, and the 
4» bird 'ro flies, infomuch as we ſhould 
+ wonder no more at our troubles, then | 
| | at* | 
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| tion, 


man reflected from whence that was 
taken which he wore, and with a frag- 


ment of one- picce of clay he ſcrapes + 
| another broken veſſel}, fo as confide- 


ring himſelfe in that fragment: of clay, 


in the cleanſing and exterfion of his 
ſores, he did alfe drefle and medicine. 


his minde; And this is a teady re- 


| treſhmenr, which we have alwaies by 
us, when we are upon our dunghill, co 


wipe and cleanſe the corruption of our 
{ores, with this recogitation of the vi- 


| lity of our naruregwhich is as naturally 


liable to this breaking out into ulcers 
of miſeties and tribulations, 2s earthen 
pots are to be broken. Therefore 
we if1ay learn of Fob to rake offthe pu- 
trefaRion, and ordure trom out ſores, 
which is murmur, and repining, with 


| this recolleQion, rhat we ſuffer it in 
| Orderto our nature, and ſorelutancy 
to this condition, may, in this reſpe, 
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| at otir nature, Wherefote'S. Gregory 

', upon Fobs ſcraping his ſoares with a. 
piece ofa broken por, ſaith, He wade + 

clean one dirt with another , for the holy” 
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". Andforthe other Covenant as Chriz 
ſtians, what can be more _—_ chen 


2 ©or.4.8. 1/4 
Irs S. Pauls exhorting diftreſied Chriſtians 


things we Ot to be moved, as knowing they are| 


ſuffer wri- appointed to tribulations ; And in or- 
bulation, | 
bur are not oY 
indiſtreſs; he exhibiteth to us the ſtate of a Chri- 


 ftian, In omnibus tribulationem' patimur, 
ſed non anguſtiamur , ſemper mortificatia- 
NOT nem Feſu in corpore noſtro circumferentes, 
tion of Fe- © SES 

ſu, that #f Vita Feſw manifeſtetur in corporibu 
the life of woſtris, So as we ſee, a Chriſtian is to 


bearing a 
baur the 
mortifica- 


Jeſt 7 COPPY, and manifeſt the life of Feſws; | 


fied in our and WE cannot render it {o eaſe to be 
bodics. known by any way, as by having his 
moſt notorious markes viſibly upon it, 
which are. Crofles': for we cannot 
poſſibly draw the figure ſo reſembling 


in ſanctity as in ſuffering , (for, our} 
bodies are helps ro us in this fimili-} 
tude, as impediments in the other.)! 
We muſt then ſecke to finiſh this fea-! 
ture of Feſws, as exactly as we can,! 


fincein this reſpe& we muſt be all Fe- 


ſuites as well as Chriſtians ;, and thus] 


theſe timies may'coducetothe making 
you all Feſuites,according to this cone 
- ? ol 
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into this ſociety of Feſws, you will not 
feare how you ſtay here, or when you 


remove from the ſociery of men : for 
if you have the figure of Feſws ſtam- 


ped upon you, in any -preſſure whatſo- 
ever, or cut out in you, by the ſharpeſt 
violences, you ſhall riſe from the'wanr 
of bread, up to that nupriall feaſt; in 


which your preſent nakedneſſe ſhall 
| paſſe for your Wedding garment, and 
from the bar of men you ſhalbe called 


upto the throne it ſelfe, wherethe Cru- 
cified firs to condemne all that ap- 


-peare not with that impreſſion - on 


them. ; 

| This. beleefe of a Chriſtian's being 
preſſed toſerve under the Croſſe, was 
{o received inthe Primitive times; as 
S. Ignatizs, who livedin the age of the 
Apoſtles, when he was firſt bound, pro- 
teſled thatthen he began firft to be a 
Chriſtian and S. Auguſtine in confor- 
mity to this opinion. telleth one, That 
if he had not yet beene entred by any tribu- 
lation, he had not begun to be a Chriſtian; 
and Saint Martin. was ſo imbucc ow 
FEEW this 
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this Doarine, as whenthe Divell ap- 
peared to himin a glorious forme,ſug- 


geſting to him that it was an appari- 
Chrit tion of Chriſt, he ranſwered, Chriftus 
Cene' MO wiſt in cruce apparet ſuis in has with, 


o his ſer- jatimaring , that a Chriſtian muſt nox 


GE life underſtand fcliciry in this life , ro be a | 


bur en the PLOPer image £0 repreſent Ghriſt ro his 


Croll. foryants, And it referreth to this,what 
| is recorded of Chrifts apparition to S. 


Peter,when he was flying out of Priſon 
in Rowe, by much perſwaſion of the 
Chriſtians a little before his Martyr- 


dome. For Chriſt mer him with a ſad'} 
afflicted countenance, and-being asked 
by S. Peter whither he was going 2 He. 


anſwered ,- To be crucified againe : by 
whichthe Apoſtle underſtood his Ma- 


ſters order, and obeyed ir cheerfully, | 


returning back to the Priſon, and ſoon 
after to the Croſſe, which was annexed 


2 | Feed my to his Commithon of Paſce OVES MEAS, | 
lt 35? inthis Schedule of Sequere me. So as | 
| þ Chriſts bequeathements to his dea- | 
Teſt friends upon earth,are bur ſeveral 


crofles in the procefiion of this life; 
chroughour ralley ofteares, The ha- 
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tred 


L | wredol the. people, the malice of , 
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Magiſtrates, impriſonmenes, and fla- 


gellations , were the. onely Legacies - | 


you know Chrif left his Dilciplened 
in this he made rhem his heires, firſt in 
this world, giving them all he dyed 
poſſeſſed of, ſo as the more you ſhare 
in this his temporal eſtate, you ure the 
truer heires of this his Teſtament, 
which was writ in his martiall hand, 


-bur figned and {calcd by his cternall : 


forthe Hand of hisDezry is ſet toall the 
Donations of Glory , Thich he made | 


' in his Teſtament, tothe performers of 


his Will, by a cheerfull acceptance of 
theſe his affignements in this world. 
Whereupon S. Auguſtine adviſeth us , 
not to confider what paine we | 

under the rod, but what part we have 
inthe Wl, And for this cauſe, the 4- 


poſtles were not ſtyled byChrif,vleſſed » Mai.y.10 I 


in their power over Devils, er the _ 
geraceto raiſe the dead, but in a | 
ſubjeRion to ſufferings "he: Y.. 
RR to chic eftnre of their k 
Curſed, perſecuted , and witupet 
with allorrs of injuries torhis cond? 
tion 


Be glad, 
for your 


rear in 
| 0: 


Mai, 5. 


rej), eſtra copioſa eſt in cel. 
reward ic 


ſubjets of mercy and pacification,. 


"of it, were requiſite to bring the heart 
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tion he affigneth joy and cxultation ex | 


preſly, Gaudete & exnltate, quia mercet. 


And we may notc, thatof the eight 
ſtates of Beatitude which Chriſt cxhibi- 
teth in the Goſpel, foure of them confiſt 
dirc&ly in ſuffering, and thar thoſe: 
alſo that are . ſomewhat referred to 
aQion, (whichare the being mercifull, 
and the being peace makers) are made 
halfalſo of paſſive matter. For there, 
muſt be miſery and troubles, tor the. 


And for that of ſpirituall hunger and. 
thirft,itis ſetafter poverty and mourn- 
ning, aS if they had got us this good 
appetite ; and the other of purity of. 
heart; comes in as it were after the 
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ſoules having becne ſtrained chrough. 
thoſe preſſures, as though this paſſing 


to this cleanneſſe, and depuration 


and when we confider -Chrifts life, Þ 


how he walked himſelfe in this nar-: 
row way to this beatitude, we cannot. 
reply againft this order of following. 
him through many tribulations my 
| EC” 1$ 
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y his Kingdoms, far if Chrs | ſuffered ſo 


| croſſe, for the which thing G64 hath exal- 
| ted him. Sothathere Chriſt's power is 
referred co. hjs purchaſe of i by his 
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much rhat he might juſily give. ys hj8 
glory , what ought.nor we ro. doeand 


(uffer that we may receive it ? It muſt 


nceds be rhen a. grear folly, 39 imagine 
wecan attain this glory without Res 

when'even God laboutcd and ſui arcd 
fo much that he might difpole of 184 


For Chriſt bimſelfctelleth us, That the 7ob.5. 23, 


Father hath given all judgement 10 the *7 
Soxnc, and producerh this as the xea+ 
ſon, Becauſe he i the Foune of man, that 
is, for having meritcd it by&t6 labours 
and paſſions ofthis humane life z and 
S. Paul cxplaineth this cleerly , where 


he faith, þrif bumbled bim{elfe wades 2 1.27. 3 


obedient te death, even the acath of the: 


paſſions. Therefore a Chriſisn that x6+ 


| pihethar any affliction ig 5big life, ſecr 
| croſs for his redempiion from.miſery, 
| andtowhac he was ſented by it, when 


A p 
it was laid upon: him in water ,-£O18> 
gage hin tay he could beare 
ſos X it. * 
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itina heavyer matter , andto oblige | 
him to ſerve under all thoſe croſſes: 


of fire or water this life ſhould paſſe 
through , for after this comes a ſtron- 
ger baptiſme of fire in the tryals of a 
Chriſtian. 
Thoſe who are not Chriſtned: with 
the ſigne of the Croſſe, may have ſome 
pretence, not to underſtand the uſe or 
obligations of it , but you, on whoſe 
heads it hath been laid in Baptiſme, 


and preſſed (as it were) into them by} 


Confirmation, can have no colour to 
miſ-conceive the uſe of Croſſes ;; and 


ſince it is a defence againſt evill ſpi:| 


rits, the making bur the figne, or fi- 


gure of theCroſſe,with our hand,ir muſt] 
needs be of greater efficacie againſt} 
both the world and the devill , the 

having ofthem made upon us by the| 


-hand of Ged, who chaſtiſeth every 


child he receives, and ſo crofſerh his 

children alwayes either to expel ſome! 
evill ſpirit, or to mark a lodging fot} 
In this the berter reception of his holy miſſion} 
hgne thoutnto it. Look up therefore to heaven, 


and you ſhall ſee Is hoc ſigns wine 
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I will cloſc up. this proote. of your: 


| ſecond covenant as Chriſtians, with this 


adviſe to you ,, how in all che: ſhip- 
wracks of your lives or fortunes in this 
ſtorme, you may ſave your ſelves by a 


' right uſe of che, Croſſe. The Fathers doc 


ulaally call the Croſſe, 'Tabulam naufra- 
gi,that plank whercon humane nature 
was ſaved ,. when. all. her goods were 
caſt away,and you muſt take che man- 


| ner of: ſaving. your. felves by your 


croſſes, from that conception of ma- 


king them planks ro4bcare-you up z 


and you know.che (arlpicce of wood, 
lying upon. you, will fink you, which 
would carry. you if you lay upon it. 
In like manner, if the weight of your 
preſent croſles ,lye upon the ſenftive. 
part of your ſoules, and you confidet © 


. them meerly. as ſenſible oppreſſions. 


and gravations in this world, fleſhand 
blood will-be dejeted,, 2nd ſunk by 


uponit, the. mind may.cafily be-caft. 
downe by the heavineſſc, of the-ſenſes; * '- 0 
#1 . but if you lay your. minds: upon. your-  -;... ? 
Cann) F 3 croſles,.. -. }'- 
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ingraven. upon. all your- Croſſes, 


(68) 
croſſes, that is, extend your thoughts 
orderly upon the meditation of the 
Croſſe of Chrift , from whict all yours, 
derive a vertue and efficacie to work 
upon you, the image of the' Sonne Fs 
God, laying your minds iri this poſture 
npon-your croſles , they will beare up 
your hearts inſtead of finking them; 
and thus this forme ſhall bur drowne 
your worldly and carehly affeRions, 
and your croſles in this poſture under 
r minds, ſhall carry and land you int 
the land of the living. Wherefore T 
befecch you teat your thoughts in 
Wc; is poſture uptPthe Croſſe of Chrift, 
IF + For al- reſting uporvit with confidence, that it 
| though be ill fuppott you z, and reſt your mitids 


I 6d fin, upon your owne crofles, as conceiving 
nemity,yet chem to be rather carriages of y 
Ml + he po- ſonles to ſpiticuall aſpiring, then mas | 
IJ v- of texiall onerations upon your bodies, | 
= for n 
I we al arc 299 then you may eafily apply'to Der | 


weake .in Rees _ comfor OL S: Pasl Our 
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of the Covenant of laffering &« Catho- 
liques , the Champjoys or Irue_ 
Charch of Chriſt, 


T my preceding diſcourſe, having 
<img in:God) ſufficiently proved 
our: ſecond bond: of . fufferance 
_ e rw. 'ixrocuſable witneſſes of - 
Ghriſts lite, and ihtis death, I ſhall pro» | 
ceed to-pur:the third in ſuitagaiaſt wy 
reluBantand querulous hwnpr whic 
feſhand blood: maybreced. in you. to 
 plend againſt pour ſpiritual contormir 
ty &9your temporail caadition; ther 
in poverty of ſpirit -you-may be ſnited 
tothe penury of your fortunes,” when 
* y0u-:confider; feriouſly your: ſelves 
bpundiby this tdiplecord to arolfes& 


your Coxrenants I propaſed--to: you, 
wes;the-being Geboliques, which no-- 
_ be wana like the:wheele 4 1 

— the 


adiienſitesin: this :life.-: The third .of  - 2! 


_- 


the middle of a wheele in Eekiels Vi- 


fion, forthe Catholique Charch: is can: 


tained within the greater circle of 
Chriſtianity' as. a lefſes ſphere within a 
larger: and we may properly ſay that 
the ſpirit "of life is in" this ſmaller 
wheele,: for the being a Chriſtian in 
the large acception ot it, will admit 
many ſtations of Religions , without 
the incloſure of the” Catholike Church, 
wherein the Symbol-ot rhe Apoſtles ir- 


circlerh the-rrue Chriſtian Faith; and 


becauſe'this terme, Carholike, is how 


the notionall diſtin@ion/of your rrug 


Religion, from all other, whoſe ſeas 
are comprehended inthe amplicude of 
the terme (Chriſtian )it will not be imn= 
pertinent toexplain unto you ina few 


words the Churches ſenſe of this dena- 


% 


mination, Catholike, 


We know the ' firſt: followers of 


Chriſt,were called Diſc 
Chriffis humility wou 
much honour in his life, asthe faming 


| ofhis name..by this celebration of ir; | 


which men af eſpecially:to ſetup: 


en the front of their intelleQuall edi | 
_w_ FE fices:- | 
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bites ſeemeth; 
d not'admiriſo | 
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"} fices: for Chrifall his life endured the 


meanneſſe of his carthly habitation to 
be branded upon his Diſciples who were 
called Nazareans, or Galileans, rather 
then the gloriouſneſle of his office to 
be charaQtcred upon them. For his fir- 
name of Chriſt, which is Anointed, hath 
a reference to the higheſt dignities of 
the world; ſo as it was long after his 
death, before he admitted his follow- 
ers'to that honourable name of Chr: + 


ſftians , for you know it was at Antioch 


that the Diſciples began firft-to be na- 
med Chriſtians, and he who nevet {lce- 
perth, was carly-up ſowing-tares, for 


Simon Magi, who was his firſt ſeeds- 4#ur.:6 | 


man, ſowed:eveninthe ſame furrows 
the Apoſtles were plowing, and his fol- 
lowers wore the badge of this name; 
and many orher: Hereſies ſprang 'pre> - 
ſently up ,' all which covered them- 
ſelves. with this large cloake of Chr#- 
ftian , in ſo much as the name of Chri- 
ftian 'was juſtly odious in. that appre-: 
henſion the Geztzles had-of ir, For the 
Herefies that were. clothed: with that 
uppcr igarment ,. were ig their. owne 
-$131 Es 4 | 0a- 
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nakednefſe, folile ati cxecrable in RY | 
forts of pallutions: - For. thoſt we call | 


now Simernegns,and Grofticks, and Ebigt 
ices, andenany other ; which by the 
Authors of their Seas ave now ſig- 
mitized, iti thoſe times were all invol- 
ved ' ih the latiruds of \Chriſtians, 


W hereupon before the death of all 


the Apoſtles, this denomination of Cg- 
tholigue was peculiarly affeted to the 


ſincere and orthodox Chriftiens,which 


fir-name wetake from our:Mother he 
Catholigue Church, notifi 


the Apoſtles Greed, z andintheſcquence 


of ages, as-the tarcs' grew: up 4unthe 


large field of Chriftvancey, the putcand 


ſound part of the Church a 


berwcen the Hereziques and the legiti+ 


matc ©hroſtizns,and {oithath beenac- 


\fo for the 
| ſingle 4 and onely Church of Chriſt by 


ſigned this | 
as.a ſpeciall and ſpecificall difference. 


cepted ever fince as a notional difcern- | 


ment between them. 


"The word, Cwlelike, Bgnifieh ke, | 


dy fel | 


ujverſal, and was 
mf that faith co) be 


EIN: vas. ly aqd 


una- 


96 and fidchtics of br prog _ and | 


fimonics of taetageto the next Cuc- 
 ceeding it.$0 8s the Church is.ciot-cal- 


_rexaineth fill: the nagte-vfshe while, 


p; 


. rver:was aC 
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nnanimouſly progmaul prmalgued bythe 
Jes,and conferred by the a 


fotrdn{mitred rele s 


led- hs for the actuall cxttertinn 
of itintoall nations, bur as tht-ragjor 
partin reſpe& of all Chriſtian facitnics, 
_ xefcrence to the promife of this 
overthe whale world. ':: Sd 
FAY # hath alwaies been one of thie 
viible markcs ofthe Ghwrth,; thebs&- #—- 
ing the preateſt Society 16H Ural 
bt any ofe: communion; :odhond.acull 
ſes came our. pt-cheitnie Limb dbe 


asthe body ofthertce:dochiafterqa 

ny branches -arewain \affframn, .'S0 

as the Carbolike. Charch-neicher5x; mv 

cnder-of all 

ſeas of Chriſtians, but a. compy 

rearer; pornion of themy than-any 
ROSSI atrpe as. \(ſepu 
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Raman  Catholitke, Church,'we doc not | 


-meane-toexclude all Churches from 


being 'Catholike - beſides the locall 


Church ot Rowe, but as that is the head, 


and ſpring of Carholike communion by 


way of-dignity and preference above 
all other” particular Churches, we give 
Rome (that -fingle. appellation, as the 
head of allotherChorches,or by reaſon 
of the derivation ofthe Carholick faith 
from herro the reſt of the Churches of 
the world, as being the: Chaire of S. 

Peter, the: Prince of the Apoſtles, who 
was conſtituted head ofthe Univer (all 
Sur :and as the ſame authority and 
itiveis deſcended upon hisfuc- 


TAGS The! Biſho ſhops of: Rome, in theſe: 


reſpeRs;itiregard noChurch is accoun- 
ted, nor'is: Catholjcke, that doth not 


adhere 16i;her\ communion, we ftile | 
the - Paroculaer pr nc che Carbolite) 
Church.;: t1Q > FRe | : 
!:For af weſpeake formally Pty el 
pre ,: the Catholiker Church fignifies: 
the bodyiof all particular Charches uni» } 

-/ tedin comniunion withche/wverſall, 
"add =P way of participation. any: pa "| 
cular: 


2, a ome At _aaet cÞwn Iwawv os wean on =: om Am + wy wi co rm. ow © out 


wc 


a it partakes withthe CTR 
thisiteſpe& the Charch 0H EWytun 
fore the ſeparation: was adit 


Church, and'ſoareall Charcht#'which 


remaine uniteg-ro the Carbolike. Come 
union. So as when you heare"it 
objeRed thatRiman and Cathilike ſeem 
asincompatible as particular and 1/182 


_ verſall, yout may ſatisfy your-ſelves; 


char Rowe doth not claimethe title-in 
that * contradi&ory ſenſe; to: ſay chat 
thefingle 'and' locall Church bf Rome is 


the Univerſal Church, bacchat Romeis 


the head' of" the Univerſal: Church, 'in 
which all particular ofiesareto: bees 


particular :Church robe the: ras: Pn 
thelr-communion, that "Church might 
be. (aid to: berthe Univedſall Proteſtams » . 
Church by way*ef* emineacy7andifin 
chi ſenſe, the Roman Charch is ſtiled the .: - 


Univerſall or catholike Charrh. *Ehave — 


id this as falling withis the vergevy..., 


0 **% 
£v* 4 ow] 
" \ 


H 


coli Charch may be ING - 


' conmred Carbolits {inchivoſenſc/of or *** | 
thodox: i and>'true | Churches)” as: :/- 
they arc -unfired -ro'thar> head, If" 
the Proteſtants acknowledged"any ONE -./, - 


Encom- 


49) 
the word Eatbvlike; withaut intendin 
$9 paſte ,futher then the frontiſpice 6 
the Eharefto road £0 you this infarig 
on'only-of Gaolike, which is 


miſunderftood-by thoſc who will. ry 


_ Unkowfall Religion, but no Cathy 
Go 
And,' Thope, the Gignification of 
thiryour ſurname may; miniſter great 
ce:t you, when you confide 
har'you; ſuffer underthat title and-no» 
tion, which hath alwaics bcen the dif, 
eiramcis afurye Chriſtian - Religion, 
Her Ss Irene: (ane: 
Fathers of the' Charrh). markerh,' tha 
| "pane of theſefts pfchalc-ages dideva 


2r0gatthisititle of Cafhalites, It ſacms 
Diels his Is; hath- boen'” 
ruth ſhall: Wmong abc-inflogcts-of: all yarjous| 
cb-hever. durit lay violens 
a thouſand hands upan ; this lovely.rgemenat-vith 
h ipſame of SD the protedtia | 

rakdeape 


preſerycd :miraculouily 


7 ap aig 
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ok the Prumvizye! 
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their hiviog themſelves it. Thee, 
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| #id hotnets which huve' Loyd 
| the Chwch in all bp Pn th 
did” ſo much "as taint 


hath alwzics' deſcended wpor'the pro- 
jeQours of Babi this deſigrie of, Paths Letus 
mic mobi nomen;they have alwaics af- make 


ſefted the celebration of their own 2h, 2 
name, thathave ſer upfor thetnſelves 2 
iy new fe; and theit "maſter hath 

d them that vanity, for kbouring 

his bigh way; to allow the ſtamp 

of theit owne fignies ts be ſtgpon che 
cone, whereof he isthe Prince, and | 
the Farher, | This priviledge the divell _— 
hath allowed eo zl ark hereticks, and I 
hath communicated {o- much of his I 
prerogative as © to leave thetr names 

Mpreſſes 25 2 figmatire upon their er- 1 
fors; but none have beet” permitred L- 
Wilts he ts ES 'F 
impoſition therebf ww 3 
ſeated oy" eo rock > 


_ 09) F 
"theſc. yery times may.rcad to you the | 
evidences; of- your antiquiry by the 
averſion, which all noyclty declares a- 
gainſt it, I purpoſe only to convines | 
the controverfies of humane nature 
in the point of ſufferipgs, nor to handle } 
any contention in matter. of faith, be | 
leeving you: have more neede of helpe | 
againſt the fingers of Purſvants, then 
againſt. the armes of Pu{pits, and this 
reflexion , may ſerve you to conf 
fure the; arguments of your flcſh and 
blood againſt patience inall your per-| 
ſecutions, in that you ſuffer under that 
notion- which only can ſanfifie the # 
ſufferings of any perſecuted Chriſtians, 
Conclude then your ſelves happy in 
theſe times, fince youare in a capacity | 
of making treaſure of all your tribula: } 
tions, when, others, who it may be} 
are under as. heavy a temporall yoake} 
as you , drawing not in the ſame cari- 
age of the Catholike faith , will find the} 
weight, cveninthis world, more in- | 
_ tolerable, - PRet _ 
They are much more tobe lamen:} 
ted to wham we cannot apply S. Jebxs | 
| ER comfort 


FAY A Mm. > Gd a... Aa. ann... i. A Sulit © a. Gd  - _ _ Ger -— Aw 


FR dl. at. 


* 


© Ss ;_ 5" JO 30 OOTY Ry as ; LL; CAO Foe, Das » per Ls 
| "ER 
— £ 


he | comfort to. the: diftreſſed:Cathetibes of pe I.9. 


he | - his daics, whet he ſaith, Zgofrater weſ3 47s Jonny 
ter, & particeps in tribulations, & in reg- m—C 

w, & patientia i Jacu Crxtsro. For - —_ 
itis a deplorable ſight to ſee our-kin= the 4 
dred, and friends out of / that ſtate, _ ve, and +3 


& | which (as S. Paul ſaith) operater. role: I in Jeſus 


rantiam earundem paſcionum qnas & nos Chuiſt. 

patimur, For which cauſe one of our ,, cs g, 2 

greateſt prayers. ought to be, that as Which + 

| they are PRO of the paſſion, {ſo one 
hop may be alſo of the conſolations ; tion' nh 

for Saint Auſtin ſaith, One may cary al fame 

things with him out of eheCathali echirch* #6 att 

but charitie,as baptiſme,the ſacramets, ſuffer. 

and the reſolution of ſuffering. But | 

we know how little comfort S. Peat 

giveth to thoſe who have all the ma- 

reriall parts of Chriſtianity, and want 

the formal) and animating ſpirit there- 

of which.is Charity. How much then: cor. iy. 

ought you to raiſe God in all your 

Covenants of G fexings, to. ſee your 


ſelves compriſed in the infallible Cove- 
nant and contrat of reward: which is 


paſſed to his Catholike Church ,where- = 
fore I may properly ſay to-you, ny” "ing _ 


| (boJ) 


++ fall, andthecauic ofthem {o litthe Ce. 
.. bhdlike. 


$ pliſh thoſe Chrifti in care ngroeqeQer po 


2 thing cha thas eff Peclefia, S. Augeftin 


' te az there canany thing be faid to be wan; 


2 Man, and taking 


_ => the Ghoſt thar all things were con: 

-* ſurmate' that had been written of 
him ; and anſwereth thequeſtion thus, 
that all the paſſions were compleated 
thar belonged to the head, there rc- 


 whichis theChurch, © Mart it ſurable 
ro che head; and the Aps poſte as a princi- 


fay he'was' ro fill up 
was required thereof, So as it is not 
the inſufficiency of chriſts paſſions that 
needs a ſupplement of his Charehy 


7 x ne Exateare;; becaufe you are a | 
2 the beſt notion of the afflicd in rheſq |. 
times, when ſufferings are ſo vniver« | 


wn, 
"2 
: 
þ. 


E M,:  Upen thoſe words: of the 4 poſtle'S.| 
| Ceti:4. Pai, - Adinmpleoca que deſunt pefinnin 


e asketh how | 


F Eg ting to his paſſions who was Godand 
— 295 vineger for his laſt 
y whic baſk ofchis: world, declared giving up 


maincd 'the ſufferings of the body, | 


pail member of thar Pody mig _ o_ 
reo 


Ian « preſlixes, but the order of God, -_ 


+4 hath deſigned the application of Ch+i/ts/ 
@ | paſſions and merits ro his. Church by 
' this her conformity to his paſſive pe- 
regrination through this world. | 
- And may we not ſay, that to unite 
g | his Church the more firmly to him ,; 
im | hc hath left her faſtned to the Croſſe- 
upon earth; that this his body might 
| ſeemeto be ſo much his owne, as it 
might appear rather his naturall body s _ 2 
crucified ; then onely a myſticall fig-+  _ =* 
nification thereof 2 For - his paſſtons; = 
being continually iterated upon reall 
fleſh and bloud, which have the ho-: 
nour to be called the Temples of the holy 
Ghoſt, they may ſeem to-have a more 
then. erdinary repreſentation of the 
paſſive body of Chriſt. For if all the 
| facrificed bodies of the Synagogue z 
and all the blood of irrationall crea- 
tures cffuſed in the Temple, were ft- 
eures of his naturall body,” why may _ 
not thoſe ſacrificed bodies which are 
themſclves Temples of God, well be 
faidnow to be an admirable manner 
of ſomewhat more then repreſenting 
Chriſts living body ? "Therefore it ſee- 
| "WS v meth: 
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view of the glory of his ſufferitis bgs' 
dy, bath lefc his Church iti a bleeding 
poſture,to preſent God his Father with 


_ aperpetitall ſhow notobly of a pittare, 


or itnage , but aSit wete a reall exhibi. 
tion of bimſelf ſuffering in his Church; 
and no fight propitiateth God to the 


ſonnes of men ſo much, as this of ſee. | 


ing them as it were ating the ſons of 
God, under this notion'of hoaſts and 
ſacrifices, In the quotidian unbloody 
ſacrificeot his now impaſfible body, 
the offering is of more dignity,bur the 
obje& ſeemeth not ſo affeRing, and 
moving compaſſion, as thetorne afid 
wounded figure of his Churches :ribu. 


htions, the body whereof ſeemeth to 
be defigned to bleed continually for a | 


lively memoriall of Chriffs merits in 


the fight of God, and for a ſolicitor of | 
an effuſion of freſh graces, upon rhe| 
neceſſities 'of 'this body', untill the? 
bleeding and the beatify'd body be} 
both united into one conformity of 


bk 


Slory. 
. have 


to have a continualll. 


This is the order God ſeemes-t0 


GG OW. = 

have fetled in the continuation of his- 
Charches ſufferings , the which atrratt-/ 
ſuccours convenient at the ſame time; 
 tuatit may remaine a perfe& imageof 


| Chriſts body, alwayes grieving, and al-- 
| wayes glorying, in a complyance with 
the deſigne of God, and in the proclz-' 


| mation ofthe triumph of Chriſt; who” 
cf when he led captivity captive, gave 
41 Fheſc gifts unto men, whom he lett to 
trumph by the*ſame Armes where: 
with he had overcome, which are 
a | Croſſes, Sufferances, and Paſhons. 
d Which conſideration may eaſily in- 
141 duceus to acquieſce ro the order of 
| the ſufferarces of the Catholike Church, 


hs | ſincetheprefſures thereof are not on- 
-z| |y continued memories or imitations | 
| 


of that obje& which is ſo pleafing to 
of | G96, the paſsions of Chriſt, but event 2 
hel accompliſhments of what was want- oy 
rel ing of his paſsions, (according to : 
_ | the meaning of S. Pawl before refated) 
- off which was the finiſhing and conſom- 
| matingthe etfedt of his ſufferings, by 
| rendring the body ſo fir for the head, 
|} as Chrift may have glory by the perfe- 
| G2 tion - 
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Gion 7 of. this work , as wel as the. 
Church beatitude by this ſutable incor-: 


OIration, 

-. Since S. Paul ſaith, That_it became 
God ro conſummate the Author of 
our ſalvation by his paſſhon, we muſt 
needs conclude it neceſſary, that we 


who are to be the matterwhich is to be. 


ſaved, and glorified, ſhould be purged 


and pertected by the ſame manner , 


and we may wcll {ay,that.to anſwer to | 


the ſingle bloody ſacrifice of ſuch a 
head , the perpetuall ſanguinary im- 
molation of the body, during to the 
end of the world, is but a decent con- 


formity. With good reaſon therefore, 


as the head of the Catholjke Charch was 


) once vidtimated and offered up in 


bloud tothe glory of his head, a who 
is God, it is but juſt that the body 


ſhould be continually immolated, as | 
a bleeding hoaſt to the glory of his} 
head,who is Chriſt. Whereupon Saint } 
Paul expreſſing the proper ſtate of the} 
Church, ſaith, We that live are alwayes | 
delivered unto death for FESUS, tha 
the lifeof FESUS may be manifeſted} 
| | | . i 
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ſeems appointed a durable ſacrifice 
to manifeſt and ſer forth the life of 
Chriſt to his Pather and himſelfe. And 


upon this ground , the Church may be 


ſaid to be in ſome degree to Chrift, 
whathe is to his Father, that is, as he is 
the mirrour which reflects to the F4- 


ther his eternall life and being , ſo the 


Church in her, paſſions refleQeth to 
Chriſt his 0wne mortall life and exi- 
ſence. Which figure of Chriſt upon 
earth, whenthe Father contemplateth, 


and atthe ſame time ſcerh him 29 be 24643. 3 


the brightneſſe of his glory, and the figure 
of his owne ſabſtance, this muſt needs 
propitiateGod infinitely to rhat body, 
which repreſenteth to him ſuch an 
honour he hath received from' the 
head thereof, who being equall with 


5} him, did thus admirably ſubje& himis 


ſelfe for the exaltation of his glory, 


nt.) Doth not then the ſuffering Church 


rememorate to God continually. the 
higheſt point of all his glory ? Far 
the holocauſting or incineration of'in- 


| finite worlds, in honour of the Ma- 


G 3 _ jelly. 


_— 4 
Jn our mortall fleſh; lo as the Churth | 


(ﬆ) Mm 
Heſty of God, would not have beenan 
oblation cquiyalent to the leaſt drop 
of blood drawne- from rhe perſon of 
Chriſt; and therefore Chriſts deſigae 
in leaving his myfticall body in a ſuf- 
fering poſture, is one of the higheſt 
Atraincs of his divine providence, both 
In arder to the honouring of his F4-. 
ther , and the purifying of his Chnrch, 
till The body and the head meet in they 
perfett man, in the age of the fulneſſe uf 
Chriſt. ; WW. 

It then we review the ftate of the 
Church, even ſince the Empire of che 
world undertooke her proteRion and } 
zepoſe, we ſhall finde her ſtill continy- 
ing an image ofthe life of Chriſt, who 
we know had divers intermixtures in 
his courſe through this world, ſome- | 
- times he was in want and hunger 1n 
the deſart; ſometimes declared in the 
olory of his miracles, feeding multi- } 
tudes, and curing all .diſcaſes; and a- 
{gain, ſometimes we find him with- 
drawing and hiding himſelfe from the } 
fury ofthe people; and then at other 
times we bchold-him in authority and. 
qo E- 21 mag1i-.- 
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of che Temple, and. caſting out the 
evillſpirirs out of the images of Gag, 
and converting them into the temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe viciſſicudes 
we finde alſo inthe ſtate of his Church, 
ſometimes proſpering, ſpreading, and 
feeding thoſe multitudes -which..ſo- 
dainly after have riſen againſt her, and 
forced many of her membess.20 fly 
our pf rheir reach into. defarts .and 
more dilpcopleg places: ;.4n ſome 
times again ſhe. hath propagated mira- 
culouſly, and cſtabliſhed her do&rine 


and. hex juriſdiction among, many un; | 


city, and in\ ſequence of time hath 
beene. baniſhed and eliminated. gut of 
theſe, dominians.. Theſe alternative 
mutations are evident in the progreſle 

of her diſperſion through the world; 
and we know ſhe ſhall extend her (clfc 
atlaft rothe eads ofthe world, and if 
not cover the face, yet leaye ſome of 
her markcs upon the whole facepf the 
earth. Wee ſeg, her now. asf Were 
ſhipped away almoſt quite from Afrir 


ca; 


beleeying nations in a wonderfull feli, 


magiſtracy, expelling the prophanerss — 
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(88) : 
ca, where ſhe was ſo firmly planted 

- *many ages before d4merics was {6 
much as knowne to bein the world, 

and now ſhee ipreads there to a good 
growth, while her plantation in Afri- 
calics waſte and deſolate,and the good 

ſeed which is falne in that ground 
ſeemecth to anſwer for the ſemination 
ofchoſe tares which the Enemy hath 

caſt into' theſe territories of Chriſti- 

anity. And we may note, that all the 
ancient hezefies which ſo:much infeſted 

the Charch jn former ages, are now al- 

moft eradicated according to the fate 

$42.4-3- of them.” Sparia vitulamind now dabunt | 
 radices altas, and the new ones which 

are now ſo flowerd, and full blowne, 

| will ſhed and fall away, like Tulips, 
b- : which commonly vary their colours 
"every yeare ſomewhat, till the roote 
it ſelte ina few yeares leaveth bea- 
ring ; and theſe varieties of vexations 
will ſucceffively ſpring up to the 
Church , out of the ruinesof ſome er- 
rors, new. wilbe ere&tedFand thus ſhe} 
ſhall be © exerciſed*rorhe end of thej 
world, till the man of fin, jrichri 
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(89) 
| Nhall cometo purge herby a generall 
conflagration, as it were of the whole 
d, | world inthe flames of his blaſphemy, 
> | "which ſhalbe the. laſt perfeQing fice 
4. | of tribulation, ſhall reduce the Church 
xd | to the finenefſe of that gold which 
d | muſt pave the heavenly Feruſalem. © 
Dn | _ This is Chriffs method and defigna- 
th | ition of the, manner of his Churches paſ- 
;- | ſage through this world up to hingin 
ie | whom ſince there can be neither km- 
d | potency nor ſeverity to this his body, 
þ } forthe Apoſtle tells us, He nowriſheth and zpbe.s. 
te | cheriſheth it as a man doth bs owne fleſh, *7* 
#| we muſt refolye that this order is'in 
hj reference to the preſenting his Father 
e, | witha continuall intuition of his ſaf- 
s, | fering body, whereby he is the moſt 
s| eminently honoured, and to refine 
e | this body to the moſt perfeR degree FP*-5- | 
- | ofpurity, which this locall ſeparation Nor ha® |} 
s | fromthe head can admit of, to reduce !'"s Þ*, Þ 
ef irarlaſt to that glorious eſtate, Non Þ#- tie, os 
| bentem maculam, aut rugam, aut aliquid = ſuch _ 
| hnjuſmodi, fed ut fit anits, & immacu- fea 
| aa. Wherefore I may properly ſay beholy, + 
to you as members of this ſuffering rand 


= 4 


. you for tentation, as though ſome my 


_ ched, ſo as the bodies of the Martyr; 


: = preſcntly infuſed a ſpirit of volungary 


all affliting and cxcrcifiag their boy: 
i dies, 


#8 mot ſtrange in the fervour which w 4 


shing happened unto you, for all that yu 
are. expoſed to is in conſequence of that or: 
der wherein Chriſt conduits his Church 
through ths tranſitory world. 


——— = 
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"TO clucidare farther this poſition, 
. That God is propitiated by the 
fight of Chriſts ſuffering body, we may 
make this animadverſion upon the con- 
ſtitution of the Carholike Church, That 


ſoone after the iſſue of bloud was ſtet- 


did no longer afford:chat objec of 
paſſions, the Holy Ghoſt (who had 
charge to preſerve the Church in_the 
moſt acceptable condition to God) 


x.P<.4. ' body, from S. Peters mouth, Think 


mortifications and ſufferings into the 
Charch,, whereby many holy perions 
were divinely inſpired to congregate 
bodies and ſocieties of ſufferers, which 
ſhould be united by a vow of perpetut 


(91) + 4, 
dies; and making: thomſelyes- lively 
images of Feſws -Chriſs crucified: by 
| the rules of {clfe-abnegatian,] and ex- 
146] hibition of a life intirely facrificed in 
"7-1 the roleration of all ſorts of auſterities. 
| This ſpirit wroughtupon both-fexcs, 
|| and- hath produced thoſe admirable 
orders of mortified, and : crucified 
Chriſtians, which/are ſo emithentinthe 
Dl Catipiike Church: {o:that the ſtrongeſt 
hel powers of fleſh: and blood have been 
Y | {ubdued by the weakeft portions of it; - 
s&} Firgins in the ſucceeding/times:have 
x} becnas ſanRified by their civilldeath, 
i | 2nd: ſpirituall- mortification, -as; they 
''} were by the vidlent deſtryQtion of 
| their lives,8 conſecration ofthicit bo- 
4] dies in martyrdome; to this miniſtery 
©} ofthe Churches {ufferings, which-were 
) wanting to the paſhons of Chrift; and 
} } ſothisorder of ſelte-dacrificing,ſeem- + 4 + 7 
ef cthto have ſucceeded inthe Ehurch, = 
$} tothevacancic ofthe Martyrs, where- 2g 
. by God hath this ſpeacie continued 
: 


> 


to him, in the paſſions of the body of 
| Chriſt, in bodies and ſocieties.expreſ- 
ly (ct apart fromthe world: for that 
| re ne EO - a 


_ -whole lives arcnayled ro the croſſeby] 


Heb.6.6. 


God, as we may be aſſured he ſmelsit 


""Þ 
7 4 


(2). 'F 
intendment, which: are all the religi] ſu! 
ous orders of the *Cathelike Church, 


BELOE 


many yowes of auſterity, penance,an( 


- ſelf-crucifixion ; and theſe make ſuch}.46 


a propitiating ſacrifice of their lives tg 


as an odour of ſweetneſle, fince hee 
breatheth downe' ſuch a ſuavity and 
favour upon all their moſt aſperous re. 
eularities, which are of ſo ill an odey 
ro nature, as the holy Spirit muſt need 
incenſe and perfume them to mak 
them tolerable. And ſarely the purity 
of theſe living hoaſts doth mediate po| 
werfully for Gods'patience and lon- 

ganimity, which he affordeth to many 
multitudes of ſuch members of Chyiþi 
body, as doe rather crucifie againeto 
themſelves the Sonne of God, as the 
Apofile faith, then exhibit themſelvel 
images of Chrift crucified. 

And thus Chriſt is ſo infinitely mer 

cifull, as he ſuſpendeth the juſtice a 
his Father againſt thoſe, in whom It 
ſill ſcems to ſuffer, by preſenting to 
him that'part of his Charch , wy | 


ic 

= 
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(93) 


ſuferethin him,wherebyGod hach Gil 


i 


21 various remonſtrances ſet before his 


| crificiurm &r oblationem noluiſti, aures au- 
| rem perficiſti mihi: For God: hath rion thou 


| tycs of the paſſions of Chrift,to ingra- 


tare his Church to him in theſe later 


ages, wherein God: hath been pleaſed 
totake the ſweet ſavour of his Church, 


more from the Altar of. odours and 
incenſe within the veyle of the San- 
Quary , then from that of bloody ſa« 
crifices , that is, from the conſecration 
ofthe religious orders of his Charch, 
which doe as it were evaporate, their 


| lives ina continuall fume of ſelf-con- 


ſumption, by the fire of mortification. 
Inthis eſtate the Church may ſay,, $4- ?/[al. 39. 


Sacrifice 
and obla- 


been pleaſed to perfeR the cares: of 19vie | 
his Church, in theattention to his E> cars thou 
vangelicall counſels. of chaſtity , and haſt per- 
relinquiſhment of all ro rake up, the ,,.* * 
Croſſe. And this is remarkable tor e- 
vincement of the {ingle legitimation 
of the Cathel;ke Charch, thart-no other 


communion of ' Chriſtians have; their 
cares ſo much as opened to. the  coun- 


% 


(clsof Chriſt. 
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_ Iv is-ftrange, that they who hae 
their-cates: open to nothing bur 'the 


letter of the Word, fhould be ſo det 
to thoſe ſoliteral words as recommend 
>> dr theſe Evangelicall counſels ; bur as 


of the | ae | ©» 
Crofit. meth -ſ#ultitia to them ; but rothe Cu 


is Yerbuns Cructs ,'Wwe may feare it ſee] 


The power tholique Church, it is Virtue Dei. For ſure 
of God, it muſt be a ſingular operation of the 
Spirit of God, to diſpoſe the corrupt 


on of our fleſh and blood to vow it 


ſelfe to ſuch a laſting marryrdome; inþ 
which,as out of an ingot, or wedgeoff 


cold, the Wyer is hammered , afid 
drawne out by continuall macerations 
and percufſions upon the fleſh, and s 
the matter may be ſaid ro endure 
more by being wrought and drawnt 


out into ſmall Wyers, then when't} 


piece of gold is ſtamped and coynel 
ar one blow upon it ; ſo thoſe bodis 
which'are extenuated, and filed away 
by lingring morrifications , and mace 
rating auſteritics, may be truly ſaid to 
havea more painfull kind of Marty 
dome, while rhey are thus wronglt 
as it were into the image of Chy3ft,thel 


thoſe whorhaveit marked 8&: impres'd . 
upon their bodies all at one inciſion; 
which is the caſe of Mariyrs.that at one 
blow have Chriſt ſtamped upon them , 
the othets are long under the Preſſe, 
- whilſt (as the Apoſtle faith) Chriſt is gui.aug. 
| formidinthem. And theſe are ſuch as: 
according to the advice bf Saint Paul, * 
he doe exhibit heir bodies 4 living hoaſf, 
holy and pleaſing td God, (which he calls. 

#f 4 reaſonable ſervice) to Wit, a ſpirituall 
I and rationall offering of ſoule and bo- 
off dy, by interhall purity , accompanyed 
Pr with cxtinRion as it were of the life 
Ms 
| 


of the fleſh, by vigilancie, abſtinence; 
and attention to divine offices, 
And ſurely there are many of theſe 
unbloody ſacrifices, which: ate - no- 
| lefſe acceptable to God, thenthe vi- 
ed} im ofthe Martyrs. - For certainly it 
4 152 harder work to keepe our blood 
| continually from runnifig the courſe” 
4 of nature in our. veines, theft it 1s at 
740 Once to poure it out of them. The-. 
| firſtis a continuall combat, and an tin- 
cl cerca vicory, for the enemy who is 
Ray Ivercomeevery day, is tit equally ” 
c 


8 


FY "(96) bs 
be ped. The laſt though it bed 


patch, and a perpetuall extintion 


all enmitie, Wherefore S. Chryſo oftom 


ſaith, He admireth more Foſeph remaining 
unſcorched 3 in the flames of ſuch a ſollicith. 
$10, then the three children coming with 
#0 ſcent of fire out of the furnace ; and $, 
Bernard (aith, be accounts 4 chaſte ſoul, 
not only to be celefiall by origin, but evil 


heaven it ſelfe by ſamilitude. And <huf 


Chriſt who hath carricd our — 
to heaven above that of Angels, ha 

left it a capacity even on earth to be 
come Angelicall, So we may lay noy 
that.Chr:ft in his Catholike Church pre- 


[ſenteth his Father with Crucified Av 


gels, to reprefent ro him his paſſion 
for the Yirgins who crucifie their flell 
with all the vices, and concupiſcencal 
of it, may well be ſayd to be Angelic 
Crucifixes. And thus the wiſedomi 
of the Holy Ghoſt, hath as it were vari 
the manner of Martyrs in the Church 
and ſubrogared crucified lives to ol 
clate in the place of the ſanguinary 
Rims of the A pnIne ages, to mak 


4 


ſharper conflict, yerit isa preſent dif. 


1 > Ty”; 
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[| the ſame: repreſentation. erg - 
y 


on, as Chrift did leave the unbloody 

ſacrifice of himſelfe, tocommemorart; : 

mi and apply the virtue of hispaſſion, ſo 

xe it ſeemethithe unbloody' obligations 

1 of the religious bodies of his Church, 
were | inftiruted by the Holy Ghoſt to 

$.] continue that. part, which was ated in __ 

«4 the victims of the Martyrs,which was a 

;"} repreſentation-of the paſſions of Chriſt 

wj toGod the Father,wherby a continual 


Allthis tchderh toilluſtrateto you! cramenr : 
how the Church. is deſigned byiher 25 
head Chriſt Feſus to remain'a ſuffering Ctu 
bodyin this world,to the end,you who. : 
by Chriſts great mercies-are members - 

 of;it, may:not-be tempted by the infir- 

«< mity of nature to reply! with Gedeonto - 

W the Angels of the Church, Tf our Lord be 7ua5 4. 
ty with us, why have thoſe evillsapprehended *3-  * 
_« ? bur rather 'in-an holy! aſſurance - : 
i that God'cannor be renioved fromus - 


wae-- cf 
 _____us 4olwer Wh JEU to the: meſſage 

- la bimdoewhea igudinhirge. 

4 _ Iris obſeryable, how-to that Church 


ripgs were: 'medicinally. appoinred, 
there was. 09 reward but remporall 
fclicity manifefly propofed : for as all 
the ſacrifices of rhe temple. were but 
figures of the þlood 
þ Chrif, 10 4ll their promiſes -were bur 
be derke ſhadowes of heaven, the which 
4A - Bas much cleerer, and better expoſed 
ro-us, 45 the-{ufferin 
thyer then thoſe ot heaſts; and ir was 
but juſt, that thay who had bur water 
appoinced -for maſt of their purgati- 
ons, inſtead ofthe fire of Chriſtian dif: 
_cipline,and. mortification, ſhoyld have 
but carth meaſured outte thEfortheir 
paſleſhons, when the athers who had 
, all ſorts of affligions preſcribed ta 
them, kad heaven fairly hid open to 
_ their expeRations. | And fo there i 
| morediffcrence between the jayes , & 


glaries that are propaſed ta Chrifians, 


®-F Rs - "OSV 0h 
y Fas af; "H. _ Fe. Cao "> OE OR $2 _ TOY gn ENT to COP EY «; 
_ » 4. LO IIS Ro AAS > , 
SES no ; 2. . oor Mp * 

w_ Ss # - « » Ds Twade : 

rT>” Ef , [ s \ 09 

ITY : 5 . bas 6. of 
\ ; | 
- 
. bh. 


of God, to which no temporall ſuffe. | 


of the Charch of | 


of men are wor. | 
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9) | 
ih y ihe [ oft of God, and the taſting 
the diegrape and figs of Cantan, conditts 
with the ctdren of 1ſrael, then 
there. 1$ between the being but aſpet< 
ſed with blood fro the hand ofa 
Prieſt; 4hd thebeing our ſelves the 
bloody facrifices. 
All our ſuffetings are then conipett. 
ſited by thar meaſure of joy, runtiing 6+ 


ver ifito 6ut boſotnes; which is a pro- 


miſe of becommiing Gods, while the 
acquiſitions propoſed to ont elder 
brothers, werebuit the profferities of 
etl, Wherefore we may tote; that 
whtill the C/oſe hd opened the gates 
of heaven, God did riot miake that, the 
key, herewith his childieti wete ſo 

eciſely otdaihed to uhlvek thern. 
of the 4ticiett Patridrts who were to 
flay 150g withotit ric d60res wete hot 
ſet ro forge this key ent of the fire of 
ttibutation, with {6 thach fWeit afid 
{4botit, 29 thoſe who wete preſectly 
robe let in ep6n the perfeaing of their 
worke preſcribed iti oF Grfpell; Atid 
ſo we may obſerve a far difteriri8 6tder 
m the a" of the Law; = 
of 


of gccattemporall viftories,triumphs, 


we know | the Champions of the Goſpel 
had'very difftcrent Commeſiions, which 
conſiſted in all remporal ſufterings,de- 
features and diſtreſles, Thele were the 
articles which Chriſt pend for their in- 


their enemies from, place to place, be 
4 taken,({corned, {courged & vilified-un- 
” In the dcrall worldly indignities ; 17. muado 
© world you preſſwra habebits,is one ofthe laſt orders 
" iinren, Chriſt gives his Commanders, ſo that 
om 16. we may ſec S. Peter, and S. Paul, di- 
33" verſly cquipaged for their cxpeditions 
to whatMoſes andFoſuah were for their 
enterpriſes. And yetthe conqueſt of 

the firſt, was to extend to the whole 

earth, and the vitories of the Jaſt but 

ro a mole-hill in reſpe& of the other. 

.So' much more virtue Chriſts perſon 

hath conferd upon crofles and ſuffe- 
rings,then God did allow to temporal 
proſperity. % 

Upon this foundation , Chriſt , Fs 
| raiſc 


and ſubjugarions of their enemies, bur. 


ſtruQions, Thar they ſhould fly before. 


_ MM. CES IE Be 


of the Goſpe/{; For to the Generals of 
the Law, there was given a promiſe 


» = 


©.  - FA Foe) 
raiſe this point" of afflitions which is 
annexedto his Church , as high. as na- © 
ture can Carry it, exalts it by a revolt 
of nature it ſelfe againſt all innate in- 
clinations, advertifing his Cherch,thar 
cven their fathers,brochers,8 friends, 
ſhall deliver them up to perſecutions. 
And I pray God you have the nexc 
following mark ot the Diſciples of 
Chrift as evidently upon you as you. 


have theſe, which is, 1» your patience rp as, 
you ſhafl pl your ſoules, This is the 17,19. _ 
onely vx 


icld Chriſs hath given his 
Church to cover her in allthoſe ſho- 
wers of fiery darts which arc to fall 
upon her. He hath left her patience, 
and permitred the world to furniſh her 
wich paſſions , as neceſſaries for the 
excT iſe thereof, So then as you are 
members of the Catholike Church, you 


muſt ſtock your beſt poſſcffion, and 


reſolve ro live upon thart in all your: 


other ſequeſtrations, which is, the poſ> _ - 


ſefling your ſoules in patience. For in-' 
deed, no body can poſſeſle his ſoule;' 
(that is, remain maſter of it) -but by 


this ſecurity, for wichout this hold -of 


= . our 


; - Reh.10.36 Apoſtle, Patience is neceſſary for you, that 


ming (199) / 
our mings., the world hath power te 


alienate O_—_ leaſualitics and vis 


olences that invade them z and this 


isthe reaſon why Chriſt, who conlide- || + 
reth nothing in his Church bur ſoules, 


baving left this ſateguard for them, 
hath expoſed all the reſt ro the inju- 
rics of the warld, as nor warthy his 
- protcdion, ſo as having a ſufficient 
power given. us to maintain the poſ- 
{cflion of our ſaules,we need not feare 
any. ciſpoyling of ſuch things, of 
which, the deprivement may improve 


that poſſeſſion, morc then the fruition z 


for the burning of aur houſes, and the 
conſumption of all our temporalties, 
make ſuch aſhes, as are the beſt ſoyl- 


ing can be caſt upon qur earth for the 


bearing of patience; and ſo we may 
frucife this poſleſhon of our ſoules, 
even by the periſhment of our for- 
tunes; fince I may then ſay with the 


y0u may receive the promiſe of poſſeſing 
yaur ſoules. | may afſure you conſe- 


quently , that you may improve the 


beſt part af youreſtates, as GCatholikes, 
| in 


% 
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;nall your ſetitences, and ſoqueſt 
 ttcaſure of the Church 'to undamage 


ſufferings, which are beter, then 


0, OY &  _ WY 5 40S XV _a- 


| haveno worſe 2 cauſe to claime thas 


—— WWW ww 


 mends in the church of 'rits dayes, in 
_ thoſe great fights of affliction the fa> 


_ aligament is made to youtfor al} your 


© (203) | 


rations 
under that notion, for. you have thebeſt 


you, which is the. conformity to Ch#/ifts 


indulgences granted our of the redun: 
dant treaſures of his paſſions, for rheſe 
doe but dedud from remporary 
and the other doe improve cre 
glory | 1.8 

All you therefore who are ſuffering 
under the predicament of - Catholikes; 


diſpoſition of you, which S. Paulcom Heb: 10. 34 J 


LI the Chriſtians took with 
joy the ſpoyle ofthcir goods, knowing 
chat chey had a better arida per 
ſubſtance , ſince the ſame permanent 


privations, and in ſome reſpect you; 

portions are mended Cds has day, 

though the purchaſe coſt norſs 

deare as it did the vhen- perfecured Cx 

thalikes , for, the —— beatirude 

af heavets A IE fnce thoſe . | 
H 4 _ dayes 


1 (199) 
dayes bythe addition of many millj: 
ons of glorified ſoules , every one: of 
which 1s ſome encreale of joy mutual: 
ly to each-beatify'd foule, 'by a parti- 
Cipation refleQed from orie anothers 
joyes, and ſo the number of the bleſ. 
ſed ſoules, in this regard, as it riſcth, _ 
raiſeth the glory of heaven. Where- 
fore it may now be better challenged 
of you this rejoycing in your traffique 
for heaven, wich the loſſe of your 
goods, ſince you give lefle for it then 
the tortured Primitive Chriſtians, and 
have more in it. 
1 For this confideration then, you who 
| Rom. 5.4. (as the Apoſtle faith) have acceſſes 
I through your faith into thu grace wherein 
. you ftland, and glory in hope of the glory 
of the ſonnes of God, ought alſo to glory 
in tribulations, knowing that tribula- 
tion worketh patience,by which Chri/ 
hath ordained you ſhall poſſeſſe your 
ſoules. And it may well be, that thoſe 
who ſpoyle and diſpoſſeſſe you of 


your ſoules to you; . which were. too: 


may 
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your houſes. and lands, doe reſtore: 


. . much poſſeſſed by them,and thus you | 
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your ſclyes,” which peradventure was - 


ſequeftred by your owne eftates, For 


you know this was the caſe of 'the_.. 


young man in the Goſpel, whoſe ſoule 
was/ under the. ſeiſure : of bis owne 
poſſeſſions, which did put a worlere- 
{traint upon him, \then is upon any of 


your perſons, when he had-nothing to 


hold him from- following Chrift, but 


the bands of his owne abundances;the: 


which proved both ſequeſtration, and 
impriſonment of his ſoule. ' - Where- 


upon Chriſt asketh , What permutation 1.4.1, I 


ſhall a man give for his owne ſoule ? fince 
there is nothing a condigne exchange 


for the poſſeſſion" of our ſoules', you: 
may chance be much beholding-ro 


thoſe who- have given'you your owne 
ſoules at ſo low a' rate. as that which 
they have taken-from you. 


The great builder of Magazines had: 


his ſoule ſequeſtred the ſame night-his 
Works were finiſhed ; and it may be 


many of your ſouls have beenrreſtored 
to you the ſame day your houſes have- 


been' plundered, and your: lands ſeque- 


ſered, 
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to follow Ghrif,is the having all takey 
from you for his ſakes and there arg 
Wea ao _—_— doc not admit 
relinquiſhing of all remporaltics, 
but Ge is none diſpenſed with 0 
int of a cheerfull acceptance of the 
{ſe of all for Ehrif:ſo that to repine 
at any privation for Gods ſake, is not 
onely below the perfection, but with- 


, co/.6.6.9ut the obligation of Chriſtianity. Cal 


thalikes therefore muſt pur on this ar- 


mour of rightcouſneſke, either on che | 


_ _ tight hand, oron the left; ſome by a 

voluntary difleifure of all, which ait- 
{wers to the right hand as being Chri- 
ſtian perfedion, but all muſt weare it 
onthe left hand at leaſt, as 2 ſhicld-in 
the warfare of this life ; which relateth 


co4 paticat ſubmiſton. unto all the vi-. 


olences of this world, which diſpoyle 
and cxpropriate us of ſuch temporali- 
ties, 4s we might poflefle for the ſer- 
vice ef God, according to the ſeyerall 
necellities of- our calliagss the which 
when they arc extarted from us by 
the injufiice af the warld,. we muſt ac* 


- count 


fired, forthe next degree of leavingall] 
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al conntas =, for by Gadyto fore 
a ether uſe, and fo we maylay 


"of out 


goods, a5 S. Paw dothof _ lives, Ren.14.8. 7 / 


tf Whether we live, we live taonr Lord, and 
ies. | whether we die, we die ta, our Lord, Ik 


our goads continue in our hands, they 
gre conſecrated ro God, and if: they -. 
be rarne tram us, they are-ſtill offered , 
yp to him by our acceprance- of his 


| will, unte which, our obcdience is our 


acrifice ; ſo that we oughtto fay ak, 7 
wayes ofqur Fortunes, Whetherthey 0 


| live, or, dye,, they are ſtill our 


Lords, : | 
In conformity to this; Saint Punk 
deſcribeth to us the ſtate of rrue fuf- 
feriogC atholikes, By hawour and difhoneur, 2 Cor.6. z. 
by infaxie and —_ fame. as ſeducers, and. 
ponder Turn. 
Pt, as Hes, we VC AS 
ned, and not killed, as forrowfull., _- als: 
Wayes re) ens Rn err: bas. NE 
Many, 6 4ving nothin 
" nga Theſe- times: RY aut 
hout a5king the oac balf of thats 
cn Seivts ; and you muſt be; 


hamble fuitars by your anc”: that 


God 


files , and iothers whom he hath been 


o 
s 


Rom.$.37 
In altheſe 


'things wee 
overcome, 


- 


God (by.the-interceſſion' of: the Ape: 


pleaſed to make thus * compleatly 
$4ints) would vouchſafe you the grace 
of the other halte of rheſe qualities, 
which the world cannot give you, that 
you may ſay with S.Paul, In his omnibus 
ſuperamus propter eum qui dilexit nos. 

Among all the figures which the 


becauſe of Fathers have found inthe buſh that fla- 


him thar 


Us. 


4 14.4mcd,anddid not burne, this ſeemeth 


one of the moſt appoſite, The ſtate of 


_ the Catholike Church, for ſhe hath al- 


wayecs been in the fire of tribulation, 
which hath illuſtrated,and purified,ra- 
ther then ar all conſumed her. The 


; -Spirit of God reſiding in her, hath gi- 


ven that quality to her fire, which the 
Fathers "ſay was in that of the buſh, 
which became more freſh and verdant 


"in the midſt of the flame and' they 


who look upon the Church in all ages, 
ſhall. find both inflamation and ver- 


dure conjoyned in her perpetuall paſſi- 


ons, and her propagations. It was the 
ſame fire,that which came down upon 


. the heads 'of the AHpofiles, and that 
= which 
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10: | which flamed inthe buſh..Wherefqge 


| (rog) \ 


it is not ſtrange they ſhould both have 

thoſe correſpondent qualities . of - ar- 

dencie without combuſtion. When 

you ſee therefore the Church on fire, 

you-nced nor feare the conſumption , 

knowing that God is inthe flame. And 

the holy Spirit, to intimate to us, that 

the Church is of proofe againſt all ele- 

ments, telleth us by the ?ſalmift in pre- 2/445. 5. 

dition of her eſtate, The wiolence of the ] 

river maketh the city of God joyfull, the 

Higheſt hath Jenfes hs tabernacle, the 

very torrents that break in upon her ſhall 

water and fecundate her, 
Whereupon I may firly ſay tro you 


in all your exigencies inthe.name of 


our Paſtor bonus, Feare not little Flock, 
for it bath pleaſed your Father to giveyou 
4 Kingdome, out of which the whole 
multitude of Ckarches,'and ftates thar 
are now ſetup againſt you, cannot ba- 


niſh you. Remember that he who ſent 


the deareſt of his flock as ſheepe a- 
mong Wolves, could have ſcat them 
as whelps af the Lion of Fada,to have 
deſtroyed all thoſe beafts he expoſed + 
them 


Fpb.2.6. 


Eph.6.20. 


(ts) 


humanitie;nor of his Divingtice, Sole 
choſe to- tnake them ſutable firſt; ty 
his infirmer portion, before he would 
aſhmilate them to his triumphing cot 
dition, He could have ſent S.'Pal 
co Rom in greater triumph then Nev, 
bur he was better pleaſed to ſehid hit 
rhirher inchaines, and S. Pau! charged 
with his fetters, glorieth as in his pro6- 
perthrone , remembriag ſo-much Ms 
being raiſed uy together, and 1mude to fit i 
heavenly plates in Chrift Feſne, as We 
ſcemeth to minde little his prefent des 
_ 1h his chaines, wherein he 

afts as it1 the ſeale of his Commiſiid 
and Legatſhip. 
Chriſt upon his choiceſt tninifters ; ſo 
as you need not wondet' at any teh 
porary diſtrefles you are reduced t6 
as membets of that Chn/ch, whoſe bes 


mg cxempred from error, overpayeth 


her being expoſed to affliction , fot 
fore the burthens of the 1/raelires att 
muchto be preferred before the dark- 


nefſe of the- land, out'of which, they 


were 


tham to, bit as chey were mettbetrf 
che Zawb, not of the Lion; that is,of his | 
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This was the order of 
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7 | were ( excepted. How much - more 
| then are they to be-pittyed who are 
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making ſuch Churches as haye nced of 
temporall armes for their ſubſiſtence, 

then are choſe, wha. are ſuffering in 

ſuch a Charch as no human violence 
can'demoliſh * For Chrei/# having left 

untoit his paſſions, hath alfo promiſed 

the preſence af his perſon unto the 2:2. 28. 
conſummation of the World, 20. | 
I will bmw this Fromm ot the 
Covenant 0 ng as Catholikes, with 
this cleerc 4:6. of irby S. Paul 
teſtimony, who faith, $: in bac UVitA xcCor.15.19 
tanrum in Chriſto ſperantes ſunoue, miſerg- [fin tis 
biliores ſummus ennihus hominibus, {0 ie be ho. 
our portion in this life ſeems to be de- ping in 
erced ſo conſtantly miſerable, as we Cote 2 
are not allowed to. flatter our ſelves miſcrable 
with. the hopes of felicicy-in this > a! 
world. Juſtly therefore, where the I 
Apoſtle bids us ' Berejoycing in hope, he Rom.12.2. | Þ 
joyneth.to.ir, the bezne mf 18 y= 3 
tion, knowing all our hope maſt riſe 
out of ſufferances;. as they arc the'li- 
gaments, and corineRions of the body 
(9. acrucificd- head, Wherefore F 


will 


IF; Ky, © - 


(112)) ns MS 
will-defire-you for your comfort, uw 
well as your conviction in this point, : 
rocaſt your thoughts upoa the Croſſe, . 
and conſider only the laſt miracle 
which Chriſt was pleaſed his body 
ſhould exhibit to us, after his ſoule 
was departed from it.” You may note 
how out of that wound which Longinue 
the Souldier gave-him, after he was | 
dead, there ied the twogreatelt my. 
| fleries of the Church, to oblige vs to 
— belcevethat much more the head thim: |. 
/ ſelfe never woundeth or permitreth to 
be offended any of the members of his |. 
living body upon earth, but upon; 
ſome ſpeciall reaſon, which alwaies re- 
ſultethro the goodof thx part he ſtri- 
keth, unleſſe the part it ſelfe prove the 
impediment by ſome miſcarriage in| 
the ftate of cure. ; 
Wherefore that portion of his body | :: 
amongſt you, whichis now bleeding | is 


- . 
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under his hand, necd feare nothing but | - 
their own illdict,&irregularityin theif 
hurts for they may. prove ſo health-| - 
full to you, as they may. convert-even} -: 
the diſcaſcs of your -naturall bodics, | -: 
| | into} 


Ul 
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” intos good confiltucios of your ſouls; "0 

andthe regiment of yourſelvesinthis' — > 

caſe is preſcribed by S. Paul, upon '0C> IP 6. 2 

le | cafion of the ſame ,infirmiry in hiSwac ye, © 

ly | time,Yigilate, ſlate in fide,viriliter agite, fandin © 
= canfortawini. Tliis\ preſcript conoge wn. 

te | taincth a' direQion-to your three con- fully, and | 

| ftitutions of Sufferers ; — re-ie Hee 2 

as | lateth to/you as. you are: me; = 

y- fr thenwed , belongethto you'as : k8- 

to ſtians, ; Watch and ftand'in the faith, re+ 

ms |. ſpecerh. youas Cathelikes y and-ifiyou 

to | apply: cheſe-remedies: reſpedively:ro 

bis |. your infirmities , . even: every one,of 

on theſe: your: three, Va, Fe, V's ypon 

re- | earth, ſballafford youaSenfwintiear © 

i-| yenzandſoas Men, Chriſtians, and Ca: E- 

che | sholikes, weeping heres yourmay artain - 4 

in| tothe ſinging etc ANOgY » 
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of th manner of: alſthopiny theſe dats 
2 "of Ser iney>® FUL 
| E: may obſerve ; 6 ctas'4 C 
'Y fſpake' neirher''fo frequcongh | 
; not fb cleerly'of any one thing ro+his 
Diſciples, as of the ſufferings and paſſi: 
6s ie wastoundergoe , 'and yer they | 
fever anderſtobe him-in (ond: Tm 
were alwayeScithcr infuch' fearc;”ot 
fuch wonder eoncerningthein,as they 
rever durftuske the-quettion 'for the 


HER of their perplexitics. They | 


br'rhe” explication ot-all 
Mar.g.31. oY Parables, char ſeemed xeforted eirhir | 


ro his power or his promiſes; bur-in 
this point of his diſparagements, and 
his paſſions, they ſeemed ſo little defi- 
rous:of an illumination,as when hews 
- Teady to be ſeized according to his 
predidtion, and upon the point of ſeps 
ration from them, he is faine to re-l 
proach 
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h alin that they were dejofied! - 
nor” defirous-to'be informed: 
hems going, whereupon de-- Ik If. 
pended all » their reparations. The © - 
apprehenſion of ſufferance and paſſion 
Sh to-have ſuch a.quality as is Te- oi 
=} ported otthe Torpedo, tor it ofteniftus + 
pikes, and benummerh*our nature ſo, 
if | asit leaves not ſo much as even curiss 


| fit ſtirringin Irtowards aninquiition 
of relicfe;:- | 
-In:like. manner there may be many 


BY 


| whohaveheatd much:of ourex 
to ſufferings and afflitions-in this life; ' 
and yet remain-littie' inlightned inthe 
right conception of them 5 and whic 
is worſe, little inquiſitiveiof that me- 
thod, whereby we mnſt-extra@ bene- 
ic and utility out ofchem;' Wherefore | 
tiisrequificeto exhibir-as faire acopy 
| Of that merhod avs I cdni fer; forties; 
their. comprebenfions;rhas chapiant 
notbe difmiajed by this\0nas Dom 
nor' be deluded by this: { 

Pldhg tens 


that theyareall' che ſpirit 
of 4brebany whe: he ei this- tharkeiof 
the: Covenant of Hei ipon»thoir: 


W0bo' | bodies,” 
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bodies,ortheir ara OR itis ade | 
moral circumcion,ot uncircuyſcifion, 
thac intitles us to the promiſes, bur the” 


-ſpirituall ſignature of Chriſt upon the 


been it is not the exterior inflitionof. 
miſery;thatqualifies us forthe reward | 
propoſed, nor a preſent immunity and. 
quier,thar cjeAsus out of the ſociety of 


Chriſts paſſions z tis the interior diſ- 


poſition: in borh:caſes, that: conſticy- 
| o_ the 'righefull title co remuneratis | 

In'thoſe whoare acually cxer- 
ciſed under their'croſles, it isthe pati- | 
ent, and pious: refignation 'which inti- | 


tleth them to the conditions ofthe Co-, 
venant ; and in thoſe who are in a pre+ 


ſent ſuſpenſion, or truce, enjoying a. 
ſerene conveniency, it is the prepars-. 


tion and diſpoſure of their hearts, to, 
accept humbly all orders of God, in 
} how ſharp a ſtile ſoever they ſhall [be | 
ifſucd againſt their perſons, or eſtates! 
This frameof the mind, is their 'evis. 
dence before the cyes of 'God, of their 
right tothe contra of ſuffering mem: 


bers of Chrift. Fob/: diſpolniod ini 
quotidian A 5 no:worſe a 
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 tentions,and humble conformiies doe 


heart, ascheemiſſions of humility; p#- 
| tience,; and charity, which his hearr . 


Þ; Hiniang Y ns that meane 
op roo e lay offering up his 
aſhes. The matcriall parc of affliction; 
doth not ſanRific, no-more then the 
ſame part in alms, orcharity, doth ex= ,' 
piate:rthey are both burZgens elements, Gal.a.s. © 
of themſelves; the hearr, andrheſpi- Pe © 
rit wherewith' they are deſi igned, ani-- =» 
mareth and enliveneth them. ..- : 
Wherefore we may ſayof uſferings, 
thar which Chrift ſaid of a caſc nor 4 
much unlike tothis, That #o Mar.1.25 ©; 
which goeth into aman- doth aFuall Js 


ws nf x-Sor {urn 7 goed of ſuſferance - 


ichrefideth in him that render him 
ror out.of the hearr: ek goodin- 


iſſue, ſo: as the externall croſſes thar: 
fall: upon/the man, doe nor: formally 
purific him,it is whatcomes'ourof the 


forth ro meete; 'andimbra 
all Gads: res; wehich: can \one- 
ly: hallow:;:: and ſanRifie the :man; 
JEEE Lmay: - 7 Hs fay; _ 
'] I 3 


_— (td S: 4 
Mii hatheates:ts heare let him heave; ' 
that: you tnay not prove ſo unhappy; 
as.to beare the weight, and heat ot the 
_ day, and to "forfeit at laſt your hire, 
for though God faith He chaſtiſeth 
every child he receiveth , he doth not 
{ay;- He receweth every one that he 
chaſtiſeth. 2 #} 
S. Fames therefore when he propo- 
ſeth ro his diſtreſſed country-men, 
The eſtecming ir all joy, their fal- 
| ng into various rrialls and remprati- 
ens, coupleth this reaſon with his pro= 
poſition, Knowing that the probation of | 
your faith worketh patience. ' So thar the. 
benefir myſt. be derived from the | 
effe& of tribulation, which'is the pro= | 
ducing of patience, the which doth 
not naturally ſpring out of miſery, for 
this is but the matter, or the ſubje@ 
whereon- this virtue is exerciſed, not 
the ſpirit, or forme- of this holy diſ- 
poſition. 'For which reaſonthe Aps- 
file -compleateth- his adviſe, by pro-. 
cecding to dire them, how'to:com» | 
paſſe this 'ineceflary adjunRion' to the 
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- exce, ſhewing the. reaſonof this opera- 


is the ſpiric of  Gad,; moying:upor: 
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yo4yant wiſaome, let him aske it of God, 
wha giveth it toall men abundantly. So 
asthis joy, 15 ſpirit extracted our:of 
patience, not inherent inthe matrer of 
paſſion ; and parience. is a virtue too 
celeſtiall tobe educed as it: were-ex” 
rraduce, by the matctiall. body: of at- | 
fiction.  Itis infuſed by-the- holy þs- 

rit, which $. Paul confirmeth , when 

he faith,that 7r-bulation worketh peti- rom.s. 


tion.in the next. words, after .the {e- 
quence .of many. good: productions, 
derived from one another; he ſetreth 
this for the effeRive cauſe of all, be- E 
cauſe The charity. of God is ptwred. forth, zom.5.5. 
in our hearts by the. holy. Ghoſt. SqQas it 3 


theſe. Waters , which ..divideth. the © 
light fromthe darknefle, not the Chaos 
i; ſelfe, rhar aQiyely produceth theſe 
two. lights. of patrerce. and; hope., al- 
though. the. troubles .and' confuſions 
of thisworld,may be the elements,qut 
of which the ſpirit may extra&thew- 
or\ufferings ſceme to be to patience; 
rept; TED I, that 


- thatz which matrex, is totheartificery 
for though the'art be-ſeared'in'the | 
minde; S panes >a be aQuared, and | 
expres'd;bur by ſome matterthat ſup. 
ports ir ; {0 patience, though ir be 
ſpiricuall diſpofition inherent in the 
ſoule,- cannot be exerciſed bur: upon. 
ſome: paſſion, and contraricty, which 
is the ſubjeR that renders it viſible, 
and diſcernable , for the Theory of 
this*virtue can no more aſſure us of. 
our abilities init,then the ſtudic of all. 
the Geometricall rules of Sculpture, | 
can aſcertain aStatuary- of his ſutficis } 
ency, untill he hath experimenredir | : 
upon-either ſtone and brafle, or waxe, | ; 
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F or clay atleaſt ſome-matter is requi- 
K., lite, torefle&-to him the ſight of his 
3 aotions formed: and reduced tothcir 
laft terme, which is a viſible exhibiti- 
on of them:' So there muſt be ſome. 
affligions, though not the ſevereſt;' | 
yet ſome ar leaft of a ſofter - quality, 
which muſt miniſter ſome matter of. 
'contrariety and vexation, tobe as the. 
groune, and ſybje, expoſing roour ] 
ſelves the worke 'of our-patience-upon 
Where» 


I $ 
fit, -- 
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he Totes end free? Patience; foris 
nd | vertue muſt be acquired by Pra 


They who look: lower then Got for 


I 1ravert doe commonly look alſo 


er\then' heaven for the - order of 
theirafflitions, and ſo fall ſhort both 
inthe knowledge of the nature oftheir 
evils,/and their remedies. For they 
who rely on nature, or morall reaſon 
fortheir cure, may well be judged'to 
impute their malady *to Fortunes 
Where.'pon S. Fares giveth this fur- 


ther adviſe. to that of our petitioni 3 
andpoſtulating of wiſdome, that Wes James 6. 3 
muſt acke in faith, without 4ny doubting or 


- ation; nottofling in an'irrefolution 
of referring our croſſes tothe 'cye of 
Providence , or to the blindnefſe of 


Fortune: Such'a wavering zſtuation 
of ſpirit the Hpoſtle ſairh, muſt nor ex- 
pectto receive any thing. Our prayer 


therefore muſt be as fixedin'the be- 


liefeof Gods ſpeciall providenceinall- 
contingencies; as it is inthe confeſſion: _ 
of a'God, for the- one involveth the . 
—_ andthen we ſhall finde ſuch a: 


Joy 


x = 
; CBI 
5 V & ” 
' - EM 
s Fo Alvet ne 
Fo 


yond her reach ſo much, as ſhe muſt 
avow it to be Digitus Det, Wherefore 
I beſcech you to beware of the lucy 
ation of theſe times, betweene the 
ſtrength of morall reaſon, and the reſ 
of faich z for there is nothing ſo injuri. 
ous to reaſon, as under the pretence of 
exalting it, to raiſe it out of the owne 
ſphere of activity , cxaQing ſuch ef- 
feds of Reaſon, as are not to be found 
lower then the orbe of grace. For they 
who aſligne themſclves peace and re- 
poſe in all tribulations, out of the ſtogk 
of Phyloſophic, prejudice Reaſon much 


by their over-promiſing for it. Fot | 


Morall Phyloſophie at the higheſt, is 
butas it were a Meteor ſuſpended inthe 
ayre, betweene the carth of a meere 
> T6, ſenſuall, andthe firmamenr of a ſpiri- 
| rſt . , 
 manof tuall man. It is not ſo much raiſed: 4- 
cach boycthe man, who is4e terra terrenu, 
The 6 ASitis below him, who is de c@ls cole 
cond man ſ};5 , whereforc all the ſweet-ſounding 
from hea- . | 
yen ez. and harmonious tongues/ of the Phyts- 


vealy, ſop ber Ss, ale. but ſoanding brafle 29% 


tinkling . 


(x24) | 4 E. 
ſhal witneſlero be diyine, as being be. 
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1 * wr 
ling rymbals, when they come: to 
be =; —_—_ the cnttty infuſed 
by the fiery tongues of $197. We ſhall 
find che hollowneſfle-of ſuch tongues 
which raiſed their noiſe to our cares, 
yery light, when we take them into 
our bands to weigh againſt the heavi- 
neſſe and gravations of ſad croſſes and 
oppreſſons. | 
Methinks many ofthe Heathen phy- 
hſephers, ſuppoled in their preſcripts 
concerning. the, minds inſenfibleneſle 
inall the paſſions, and preſſures of the 
body, that the body had burſuch a 
coexiſtence of place with the mind; as 
we ſay thoſe bodies of aire have -with 


_ the Angels thataſſume them, in which 


thoſe ſpirits are! onely as moyers.in a ” 
moveable ſubjeR, nor at all unired, or 
affeed, that matter appearcth about 


them, which is not informed by them, 


butaſſumed by them, to expoſe them 
toourfight, and ſo is only moved by: 
them-. without any connexion: to 
them.: So ſure” their ſuppoſirions, 
that the minde may remaine uncon- 
cerned-in all the ſufferances and tor- 


rures 


dies ſhould be but ſuch ayery matte! 
rather moved only, then informed by 
our ſoules. For that: apathic, the 


the 


Sroicks propoſe in all the bodics di | 


ſtreſles, cannot hold in that connexion 
our ſoules and bodics have with one 


another; and ſo whoſocver ſhall te-| 


lyc upon their concluſions, ſhall finde 
their  conceits ayery and vacuous, 
and their owne bodies too ſolid, and 
coo cloſely conjoyned to their ſouls, 
not to be affeRted with the burthens 
and preſſures ofit. Wherefore our 
faith teacheth us, to reſort to a higher 
Principle refiding in our ſoule, and yet 
is no part of it, which is the Holy ſpirit 
_ of God, infuſed by his grace, where- 
by weare inftruced in.the incapact 
tics, and deficiencies of our owne na- 
tnre ; and the detetionof our minds 


inability, in her own fingle power, 


proveth her enforcement, nay mnable- 
ment, to.reſent all the bodies grievan- 


(124) 4 - 
tres of the fleſh, require that our by 


; ces,&yet to bear them withour diſtra- 
Qton or relutancy $and this diſcern- 
ment of that obnoxious ſtate the ſoule 
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boFk-cxpoſed unto, ſhowerh her, That. 


| x5 ſhecan doc nothing of herſelfe bur 
wi ſuffer, and complain, ſo in- virtue of 


thel thar ſupplemenrall aid, ſhe can rejoyce 


re | of this' principle, that peace of minde b=freg 


d-| iorcibulations, and profeſlc, Omni poſ- hn, 


min eo qui me confortat.. To_ 
Meteopon we muſt be poſleſſed'in him 


4. * 


doth nor ſpring upin affliction, as the LM 
plants did in Paradiſe, withourcither G*/-3- _ 
raine or culture. © Patience which isthe 
dew of heaven, muft be drawn from 
thence ; and this, as it is attrated-only 
by the meancs Elias uſed toiopen hea- 
ven ;ſo likely, it holds this analogy 
with his {mall cloude he could ſcarce, 
diſcerne at firſt, which by degrees, 
came to a fulneſſe.cqualto the neceſh- 
ties iS wasdefired for. In like manner, 
we muſt nor look our prayer ſhould 
in-'an inſtant produce an effafion' of 
patience and comfort upon us; ar firſt, 
it begins to ſhow us ſome lirtle vifible 
token of Gods converſion towards us, 
&lobya ſcquence of more apparence 
of his grace, we come by rtheſepaces, 
into that full . meaſure of '/parience; 
"1141 | which 


(126); 
which the Pſalmiſt tn 
_ Pſalm. ſecundum: - multituginem dolorum meon - 

93"? tn cordemeo, conſolationes tue latifican| qu. 

ding. rothe yunt animanm mem. And the holy fin 

arde plalmiſt, who is the King of paten lig 

of. « 

forrowes and of prayer, hath lefr the Church his 

intvy, , treaſures: in both of- them, our/ gf 

bear \ which ſhe cxtracs moſt of her pub-| va 

tions have Jike prayer. And certainly whoſe} at 

may 77 ever ſhal follow this method in prayer] pc 

full, | of paticncc, perſeverance, and exped| 

ing our-:Lord, ſhall finde the ſams| 

fruits ſpringing out of tribulation and} Ii 

God- hath preſerved for us, Davidi| © 

confections, to miniſter to all ow] pi 

diſtrefles, the which wee may take} © 

at all howers, out of the divine cuſto, | a 

diary of the Pſalmes, which are: prog: | t! 

noſtiks of all our diſcaſes, anda xcady} i 

conteion of remedics wee may 1&| | 

paire to in all occaſions and emet-| \ 
gencies. 

With good reaſon, would there: 


F 

q 

fore humbly adviſe all intheir ſeverall| 3 
4 

{ 

| 


neceſſities, to reſort thither., both tor 
a patterne of prayer,-and a precedent 
b. of the rare efte&tsofi, There cy 

£ "Yi ſuf- 


= 
OY 


s \ b- > 
: Er 
"x 
Ws 
3 


y 


de 
Ie. 
ol 


- 
ſ 
fk 


= (147) - 

ſuſfcring condition may findethis ad- 

vile; k Exnultemt, & [etentar onmnes qai Pſalm 
quarant ce. The very ſceking of Godin ;s. 
fincericy, is rhe firſt breaking-of rhe £< - 
light of gladneſſe, through any cloud: ce re- 


his] that hangs over.us.' And this day 0+ res: and 


peneth tarcher; upon all thoſe whoad- Fe. 
vance in: the' fervour of prayer, untill , 
atlaſt they come-.ro this meridionall 

point of Letats ſamms proidiebus quibus Pſal. 8g. 
nos hamiliaſti, anns quibus vids ma+ << _> 


| ls: Not only; dayes ſhall-paſſe away write 


lightly, with all 'the -weight ofcheir 96s. 
evills-upon them; but even yeares of una. * 
perſecutions ferupon thisicarriage' of bunbled © 
conſolation ; ſhall rowle away as faſt _ on 
as daies. Whewprayer hatharracted whercin- 
the ſpirit of patience, we know then "<kare | 
from whence wee receive it, and ſo cya. 
looke alwaics upon him for this pro- 

viſion in tenta:ions, that we may ſup- 

port them, and are not anxiouſly ſtu- 

didus how to fence with the world,.. 

and put by the injuries, and injuſtices 


_ ofthe times, which unquiet, and di- 


ſtraing ſolicitude in our defence, 
proveth often the ſharpeſt vexation,, 
as 


aSit is more _internall then other; vi 
lences , whereas if we. were reſting 
with the Pſalmiſt under the coveri 

of the wings of Prayer, Truth ſhould 
compaſle us as a ſhicld;. and we ſhould 


i. 7/499. nor beafraid of the feare inthe night, 


or the arrowe flying in the day, of by. 
fineſſe walking in darkneſle, or of the 
mid-day devill. Here are exemption 
from the prejudices of all ſorts of per- 
Sees; ſecutions,which theſe times will adapt 
Buryermy Eafily enough without any clecret 
oulcbe application z bur all is compriſed in 
jet. o Chis diſpoſition, of replying to our na 
God,be- tureSin all her refractory motions, 7e- 
caule my rantdmew Des ſubje3s efto. anima- me, 


from him, q#0#1ans ab 1pſ0 patientia mea, 
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Cuavr.-YV; 
of the dignity and uſe of Patience: 


k 4 Ou having been preſented in the 
precedent. Chapter ,, with this 
expedient of Prayer; as the ſpirituall 
arme which muſt reach down Patience 
to you, [ belecve it may be now con- 
ducent to the. calming and ſedations 
of your {pirits, to expoſe unto you's 
lictle the beaacy, and dignity of Pafi- 
ence, which is the only pleafing figure 
theſe times can ſet before yon. | 

The paternall care and tenderneſſe 
of God hath provided for the preſer+ 
vation of our feeble and fainting nature 
an admirable medicamenr, which 1s 


Ro 


Patience, in order whereunto, he diſig- 


ned by intervals ſeverall egregious do- 

cuments and patterns of men, which 

(like knots upon a weake  reede that 

confirme and ſtrengthen it) might ſup- 

port, and fortifiyc the fraile — 
$ | K | O 


Coloſ]. 1. 


(130) 3 

of humane nature by example; until 
even the image of the inviſible God; 
and the firſt-born of all creatures, nay 
the Creator himſelfe of all things, was 
to come in the fullneſſe of time, to 
rake this reede of our humanitie into 


- his hand, and to make of it a ſcepter of 


Patience, with which he would exet- 
cifſe his dominion over paſhon, and 
death ir ſelfe. In the meane time, 
leſt the world thould want ſome marks 
to guide it ſelfe by, in miſery, he ſent 
betore him divers precurſors of his 
Patience and his firſt Commiſſary, was 
ſer out in the very morning of the 
world ; this was Abel, who hath let} 
to innocence the right and mmheritance 
of ſuffering, and of patience : Adem was| 
the Founder of Poſen, and Abel of Pu 
tence, the remedy is exhibited ſo neere 
to the miſchicfe z ſufferings were the 


inventions of finne, and the falve of 


them the preſcript of innocence for 
which cauſe, as their owne peculiar 
right and propriety, Patience is not of: 
ly dearer ro them, but more abundant} 
in the innoceat, then in any ur 


Pwience, then upon any one ſubje&-in 


| (134) 
the holy Ghoſt hath ftaid longer upon 
the finiſhed copy of another picture of 


all the draughts of his pexcil;, for Fob 
hath more time allowed upon him ,. 
then any one image of this holy hand; 
before the 0r:2in4l of all patience exe 
hibits himſelfe ; whoſe becomming 
paſible, is ſo much above out cams 
prehenſion, as itleaverh ao wonder in 
his patience; and his vouchſafing ta 
ſuffer, makerh, in ſome reſpeR, impa-+ 
tieace now rather a prodigious thing, 
then anarurall, in his members. Forit 
we conſider our ſclves participants of 
the divine nature,it may ſceme ſtrange 
the humane ſhonld be predominant in 
us. For which reaſon, Chriſt ſeemeth 
to ſuppoſe he had imparted this power 
and dominion to the divine portion in 
us; for when he had lefr his deareſt 


members ypon earth, with a ſentence 


ofall manner of ſufferings upon thena, 
he telleth them nevertheleſſe , that” 


He leaves them hs peace. Indeed it is far 
different, as be faith, from thatthe 
world giveth ; for his peace is eo 0vcr- 
3 K 2 come 


£2 
come the world by patience: and ſo 
the holy Ghoſt,in whom Chriſt promiſed 
a5 much as himſelte,when he removed 
from his diſtreſſed friends, ſhewed the 
vertue of his Commiſſion of Comforter, 
in nothing ſo eminently, as in Parriexce; 
which he conferred upon Sufferers. 
Surely even the pewer of working 
Miracles, ſeemed not ſo great a gift, as 
this faculty of Patience ; tor the Apoſtles 
and Martyrs found lefle controverſte'in 
the vertue of their divine manner of 
ſuffering, then they did in the prodigi- 
ous par: of their ations : theſe were 
often imputed to the power of the de- 
,vill, but the aſtoniſhing part of their 
mcekneſle, equanimity, and patience, 
the devill himſclfe knew not how .to 
calumniate z his pride would not allow 
him to own ſuch expreſſions of power; 
and ſo that temper of paſſiveneſſe was 
accepted'as divine, often', when the 
thunder and lightning of the other fide 
- _ Commiſſion, paſſed for diabo- 
icall. | 
Patience then ſcemeth a property, 
which God'dothnor allow the Gr 
= Sg » 
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fomuch asto [counterfeit the poſſefſi- 
onof ; He is/ permitted -to-transfigure 
-himſelt into an Azgeloflight, rather 
then into the forme of a refigned con- 
rented ſufferer,as being an-unalienable 
prerogative of Chriſt, and the' moſt 
dangerous delufion, whereby he could 
worke upon the ſpirirs of men , and 
therefore this:is the ſpeciall diffetence 
between the ſuggeſtions of good: an 
evill -ſpirits-to us, when. they come. 
both clothed-in-pious ſuperveſtures, 
that the hand.of the proud-ſpirit leaves 
alwaics ſome clation, diſquiet, or in- - 
paticnce-in us to vent and divulgethe 

virtues:and- graces heſeemech to dif- 

penſe.;but:rhe fincerc inſpiration of 
the holy: ſpirit; alwaics; calmeth, and 

ſtilleth any: emotion or impatience'in 

the poſſeſſion of his-graces,and leaves 
no heat or glowing in our hearts, that 

ſolliciteth:usro evaporate that ſpirit of: 
joy: and; peace. by.which they are ſo- 

laced, but-humbly and-patiently to 
encloſe-them-within- the humility of. 
our owwbreaſts. ' And:;thus true Chri- 


ſtians-by the ;virtue of their Comforter, 


K 3 ac- 
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—  DEQH04) | 
cording to 'Chriſtr advice, /'poſſcſk 
rheit ſoules in patience, which: giverh 
them {© 'inviolable 'a poſlciſion 6f 
their mindes, as the devill can neither 
diſtraine thetn by the power of his 
miniſters injuries, nor diſtract them 
by the paintirigs of his owne artifi- 
CES. - Q 


- Wherefore God doth puniſh the 


devill,by allowing him the exerciſing 
otthe parience of his Sainrs; as S. Gre 
gory (aith, Holy Fob was more Sathans tor- 


rarer, then Sathan was the others remprer, | 


for' Fob1 teljciry. was nor repealed by 


God, but only tranſlated wut of pro+ | 


ſperity ' imo-adverfity, ' which is the 
morher-rongue of the Sarnts. Parionce 


10 unintelligible even'irothe devids | 


< 


ſabritry, as if he conld'conceive it, he 
ehr quench his flames with it, bat 


God in puniſhment of his firſt frrange 


4> « owk do wo ans Od oa min fa \ 


fe. abs us ce cc cs MY. 


impatience, innot reſting quieted with | 


hiscondition, hath made” eternall im- 
patience the fucll of ' his tortures's 
and on the conttaty,  Parence which 
m&ucath un cquality-i the-Sajrts i 


alttheir various vexations of thiskife)) 


: . 0035) 
is 8 kinde of image of the ſtate of their 
beatitude, while in &ll their externall 
commotions, they retaine a {mooth, 
and even compolure of mind, which is 
2 kind of image of cteraity, that is, al- 
waiesthe ſame; and in relationto this, 
$, Paul ſtates the higheſt virtue ofche 


glory of Chriſt, inthis, of remaining in ©0!0f-1.2. 


all patience, and longanimity withjey; 10 
asthat work, which all the voluptuar 

arts are long about ,and. after —_ 
labour make buta little joy,and quick+ 
lylooſcrh it again, patience finiſheth/in 
a moment, and.converteth all into de- 
light and ſatisfaction, and:treaſureth it 
up'as an eternal proviſion : nay patience 
is fo powerfull, as it can: curne ine 
pleaſure, allthoſe. occurrences which 
ſcnſualiry muſt run away from;to ſave 
her petty joyes. All ſorts at injutics 
of fortune, or of time, are preſently 


tranſlated | by this vertue/ tnto. nouridh» 
mentand\delecation;-for patience, as 


Tertallian {airh, hath God -anſwerable 
for all ſhe layes up in his hands if :ſhe 
depoſite-an injury in his hand, heis 
her revenger 5 if alolſe, Þe is 'herjre- 
et K 4 im- 


(2(136) 
imburſer'; if fickneſs;he is her med; 

* ciner; if death,he 1s herireviver. Wha 
a freedome 'doth God allow Patienc, 
10:make him her debtor of all ſhecoms 
mits to his:ruſt * And thuswe ſee,un. 
leſs we can finde ſomewhat that God 
cannot convert into joy, there is'no- 
thing that doth not return that profit 
CO Pafrence. | oe) nos U 
The Philoſophers commended Pati. 
ence highly, becauſe they: accounted 
ſuffering, anevill, which-thar didaſ: 
fwage and: mitigate ; but: a Chriſtian 
may. in regard: rhat it is god: for him 
to {uffer, eltcem. Patience as the teft of 
bÞis virtues; becauſe it keeps: him-the 
longeſt in that: which. is ſo- good- for 
him. Fortitsde,. or active- courage; 
runs through difficulties with all che 
haſte it can; Patiexce goes on leiſurely; 
andenjoyes the, good of ſuffering, and 
on. it begets morrification, and humi- 
lity, which are the legitimate ifſue of 
a.regenerate man ; and by this.conſtant 
aſſucfation 8inurement to ſufferings; 
. lome become by degrees (asit were) 
impaſſible, and lovers of -trialls, fot 
ve £111 d as 
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_asfire doth io" longer burn aſhes; the, . 


which receiving:no hurt from: it, dew 


'ſeemeto love the: fire, andito-cheriſh 


and conſerveit; ſo one thatis conſum- 
mated in Patience, comes often 'to/2 
ſtate of being ne more i diminiſhed by 
afflictions, then aſhes arebyfite,and 
to delire- rather to-keepe alive: the fire 


cf his tribulations, then -to exſtinguilh | 
itzfor perfect. Patience dothFnort decline 


ſiffring, bit ſuppreſſes: inimbderate 
ſorrow, whichris lie beft office; for ir 
15s fo providenr, a5 notto' deduct atall 
from-rhe matter-of our:meriting; bue 
only to mitigate the moleſtiig\part of 
our afflition $;'and thus contriverh Qur 
advantages fo well, as we 'mayrenjoy 
ion'of our: trenbies, 


theſorrowfull-property:of: Iry 
We ſeeallo Chriſtsmetbod;:i in Fane” 
rying them whowereto convert: the 


world: through: all ſorts:ofireftures; 


that their Patience :might;be.z.merito- 
rious miracle; which Ss better quas 
lity, then” their- powers of ſpeaking 
alltofigues, cafting-outot devills,or 


$5177 curing 
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curing'all diſeaſes. '' Their patier 


in their ownwounds, was a moread. 


vantageous grace, then their giftsof| 


cures/ upon all maladies, for by that 
they improved their: ownſ{oules, and 
by this; they did but repatre the bodig 
of others '5they were but. organs to 
paſſe rhceſe miracles intothe world, but 
they were owners of the other divine 
quality; And the: reſidence of the 
Holy Ghoſt inthem, may be ſaid tobe 
expreſs d' by their Patience ; and by 
their other-miracles, only a tranſition 
of himithrough them. . Whereupon 
S. Chryfaftoms ſaith, that to ſaffer patient- 
ty, © 4 greater gift then 18 raiſe the dead; 
for indeed we are but: debtors to: God 

this;and we haveChyrft our debtor 
or the other 4 and it may be, there 
will beasimany' pearies even in num- 
ber, hanging-upon the crownes of the 
Hpoſties; 2nd Martyrs, depending on 
their Patience; as on their powers.'S., 
Fuſtin'1;Mariyy (one of the | greateſt 
lights of the: primitive times) confel- 
feth that the ſtupendious equality-and 
conftancy;ofthe Coirifldans.m _ 
| | preg: 


| 


- 
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to which they * 


HR 8 | 
res, convinced him of'a divine 
inſp[rarion- thereof ;* and: Anriqui 


 reltifies infinite numbers of. conver 


ons, upon the ſame perſwaſion. 
fore Chriſt d ignified Patience, and d-14 
dred it '{o meritorious,” the Hearhens 
were fo diſpoſed to honour it, bythe 

licht of nature, asthis'ttanſcendency 
of tin Chriſtians, cally” prevayled 

with"them;' to ſeeke an; author of it; 

even aboveall rhat they-had before ac- 
cepted for their gods, -ofwhom they 
had'no records, bur of their delights, 
and voſupties,” -- © 

-"The philoſophers ekrolh Patience fs 
much, #s they ſerir even above. hers; 
ſabjcRrd' their pods 


One: of them ''Crith' _ ory clpuny 

0 aamnirable ' power ok 
vreves doe'in fare: CS epltiridand 
td aca;eft Þ ae, Paticnce: onely-ſeemes ts 


inureit 1+; 150" ofe biogowhded ah 


huh decreed immutable, and weceſſury,Pa> - 


@ > gas werlks,: rorning 


ry; and as he that 4th il, "perverteth bu 
"ne goods ineo ove, fo he who ſuffereth 


\ evils, 
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evils; wel, converteth' them into & 
becauſe by. 4vertuoxe tolerating of ex 
he himſelfe becomes good, "What For 
Chriſt;zans then ſay in honour of Pj. 
ence, when: the true: author of ate, 
(rowhom nothing could bea neceſſity 
was pleated-to ſubjet- himſelfe rox 
neceſlity.of. patience? For: his humane 
ſtate may be {aid ro oblige him to. ix, 
as it iSin{eparable from ſufferings z and 
he choſe even the moſt paſſive inci 
dents to that-nature, as poverty, paing, 
and ignominy, and by alltheſc onera- 


tions defigned the exalting of this; ver: | 
tucof-Patience. Wherefore as the He| 


thens (aid, it wasa ſpectacle worthy sf 
God , a: paticnt man wreſtling with 
Fortune we may ſay much mare4he 
It is-a declaration of ur partaking. o 
the divine. nature, our-patient ſu 

ontethe-injurics:of Fortune, fincein 


nothing\weexhibitaclecrer teſtimony | 


of Chriftscommunication:'of this: di 
nity.to: ys; then in. this of ſuffering: 
atemper::of: | patients hve: our 0k 
Oy IU | Y 
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thisyertue , which recommendeth:it' 
ro'Ch5ftrans, but the necclity of ir, for 
the ſubſiſtence ofall other virtues; for 


patience doth rhat office to alltheother, .-: . >: 


as moyſture doth'to. the carth, which 
compaRteth and confolidacerh rhe parts 


thereof, which otherwiſe would-moul- _ 


der away, and be inconſiſtemt;; and ſo 
alt good diſpoſitions ofthe mind, muſt 
needs ſcatter and diſſipate quickly, if 
they were not united and combined ro- - 
oether by patience, the wind of temp- 
tations that bloweth ſoſcontinually up-. 
on them, muſt needs diſperſe them, if - 
they had not this compreſſion of pati- 
ence, to hold them faſtned together. 


For which cauſe, S. Paul telleth the _ 
Chriſtians in this caſe of their probati= _ - 
on, Patience i neceſſary for you, that doing Heh.ro. 
the will of God, you may receive the pro- 35+ .\--.. 


miſe, for patience is the next diſpoſition 
towards perſeverance, to which all the 
promiſes are annexed, for finall perſe- 
werance is but a linc ofChriſtian patience, 
drawne to the end of our life : F«ith, 
Hope , and Charity , cannot perſevere 
withoutthis baſis of patience, to ſuſtaine 

chem 
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them in this valley of teares ; wheteig 
wearenow ſojourners. Inſomuch thy 
Tertallisn accommodateth to pation 
x Cor, 13. that ſequence of vertues which S, 2a 
aſſigneth to charity, and ſaith, Love j 

not elated, nor froward , and ſuffereth dl, 

, + , Dy Chis quality of being paticnt. Much 
Lot may be ſaid of patience, bur ſurc no- 
therefore thing more ſublime then this of Tertub 

ro bring tiaw, who inveſtcth her wich all the 

to live to- rights of Charity in this life, W hich 
g<ther., conſidered, I cannot be ſaid improper- 
thar i. ly oO commend patience to your condi- 
will com- tjons,, in theſe conſiderations of the 
| with me Piſerany Propoſui ergo hanc adducere miki 


of good 48 convivendum., quoniam mecun commu 


ns nicabis de bonts, Of erit allocutio cogitain 
comfort of #8 & tedi4 mihi, She may be ſo good 
mycogis- COMpany to you , as you may neither 
eediouſaes, WROT YOur friends, nor your fortunes. 
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| Parfel# Patience drfined, a cOn- 


| ſolated, and direfte 


Owl have ſer up ro you, Pari- 

exce, as a kind of brazen ferpent, 
rocure all the- ſtingings you —_ | 
ſed unto, I muſt defire you -to- - 
ſtand cleerly the integrall conſticution 
of this virtue';for I aſcribe 'ſo much 
efficacie to it, ſuppoſing the Patience I 
handle, to be an habit; or diſpoſition - 
inherent in our witls, which receiveth 
humbly, and beareth uncomplaining- 
ly, all ſorts of cemporall grievances 
and paſſions, in order to a conformity 
to = _ God, and our fimilirude 
to Feſus Chriſt : or as S. Auegaſtine faith, 
True -abnak g ordainetch ms to indare all 
kinds of evills of yaine, to avoid all manner 
of ills of guils. Theſe definitions doe 
noradmu cither a lame, ora pyde P«- 
#ence, to enter into this high forme of 
efficacy, 


* 
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efficacie, thar is, if ir be peccant, either 


in progreſſe and continuation, or im; 
perfe& in the integrity that is required 


1n ic, ot ſubmicting to all ſorts and de. 


grees of ſufferances, as comming al 
from one providence. If we have agy 
exception againft any 'of this Jury of 


"Gods choofing to try us by, it is a ſign} 


our patience is but ſpotted, and party- 
coloured, or if it be intermuttinggan 
by firs onely, this betrayeth the un- 
ſoundnefſe of it. Wherefore we muſ 
endeavour to certifie our nature- in 
theſe two deficiencies, to which it is 


very lyable. The firſt is, of having te-| 
fracory intervals, in which we- tin} 


impatience, and murmur, to detract at 


leaſt from the intirenefle of this yertue;} 
and ſuffer our ſenſes to ſpeak too freely} 


againſt that which offendeth them, 


The other is, of our aptneſſe to make] 


motions to God, for ſome ſpeciall ex- 


ceptions in our tribulations, reftgning} 
our ſelves bur partially to his deſigne} 


upon us; and likely this deprecation is 
of the preſent croſle- char is upon us; 


belccving we could place any other; 
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with ; and ſo in our afflitions, there are 


| fault as ſhould diſtra&t or ſcandalize 


fit lighter upon us, if that were remos - 
ved, with which weare actually char- 
gcd; and thus we are commonly temp-. 
red, inftead of ſuing tor. patience to. 
God, todeſire his patience in our repug- 
nancies, and that he would change. his 
minde rather rhen ours. This is a fa- 
miliar irregularity in our natures, in 
the point of our fins, as well as of our 
ſufferings;there are but few,but would j 
rclinquiſhall other, upon condition to.. | p. 
have ſome one boſome fin diſpenced | 


very few, that have not ſome-boſome 
ſorrow,that theywould compound for 
the being exempred from, and offer a 
reſignation to all the reſt. Bur this is 
that hefitation,or ſtammering,as I may 
lay, in out patience, which is a great 
impediment in our converſation with 
God. 

I doe not cenſure the firſtmotions, 
or the propenſions of our. nature to 
ſuch caſes and diſcharges for ſuch a 


any body with their owne imperfeci- 
on 18 this kinde ; for as S. Fames ſaith, al * 
Is . 0 


| Jan.z.3. 
t In many 
f things we 
off:nd all; 
if any of- 
fend nor, in 
word , this 
is aperfeR 
Man, 
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Th multis offendimius omnes, fi quis inwih 


bv non offendit, hic perfetIus tft. Theli 
inclinations to eaſe, afe (as we may 
ſay ) lapſws lingue, non ments, bur ſuch 
trips and faltrings as are hardly fully 
to be redrefſed: therefore this anitnat- 
yetſion, is intended onely for adviſe, 
to eyery one that finds theſe knots atid 
ftonds in their patience, to endeayoir 
to work them out faithfully by Prayer, 
and not to ſtop, or hang willingly ufo 
them. Bur the interruption or diſconth 
ftiuance of our patience, and breakiny 
out into fits of intemperate complaints, 


is much more to be precautioned and 


Marked for reformation. For accorditig 
to S. Anguſtines fimylitude , this is trot 


_onely to ftrike out of tune, bur even to 


break the inſtrament. For he comp#- 
reth Patience to a Lute, and tribulations 
to the ſkrings, which while they are 


well touched, make mufique; and fo} 


whilſt perience praiſeth God, and give 
thanks in tribulations, it yeeldeth 4 
ſweer melody to rhe cares of God, bit 
when we fall into querulouſneſſe, and 
mitrmur, we break the Lute, Whetl 


there: | 
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thetefore we are ſo far advaticed ro- 


wards victory, aSthe having our ſenſes 
darmed by afflition, (the pleaſures 
of which are our enemies ſharpeſt in- 
ſruments) we muſt watch, that hee 
forge not gew armes out of our pains, 
which God hath given us as armour 
apainft his ſhafrs ; and when he hath 
ſcatce any att left to wound us by ſett- 
ſuality, through the hardneſſe of our 
conditions, then he terprerh us by the 
weight of our armour, ro bring us to 
throw it off by impatience and repi- 
ning: which indced is to caft off the 
defenſive armour, that God giverhthe. 
$pirit againſt the devill and the fleſh. 
When the tempter hath nothing left 


but paine whereby to provoke us unto 


offences; one would think he were not 
tobe feared, fince all impatience is but 


a new paine, which is propoſed to us, 


let us therefore confider that- conſe- 
quence, when we atc ſolicited tounqui- 
etnefle and reluQarion. 

When we ſuffer by the violence and 
injuſtice of our cnemyes, the Devill 
would get nothing by this negotiation , 

Ea L 2 L 
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if we ſhould beare ir patiently,and ver: 
tuouſly, for hee would loſe as much 
onthe one fide, as'hee had got on the. 
other. What he had gained upon 
thoſe he had made his officers, and 
<emiſſaries of iniquity and injuſtice, he 
would loſe as much by the ſufferers 
improvement and ſancification,and ſo 
his malice would be unprofitable unto 
him; therefore when he hath prevailed 
with the one part, to a& his ſuggeſti- 
ons ypon the innocent, then he rurneth 
to the other paſſive ſide, and labours 
to excite there, murmur, fury, or im- 
patience,that his trade may render him 
profit on both fides, a great prize by 
the malice he imports into thehearts of 
his factors, and-may have ſome gaine 
alſo exported to him, our of the minds 
of the patients, Wee know when $4- 


than had ſet the Sabeans, and the Chl 
deans aworke againſt Fob, he left no} 
art uncſlayed to infuſe the fire of mur-j 
mur and impatience into his breſt, 
and he took the ſubtileſt way; forhe 
got fully into that half of him, that lay 
in his boſom ; and though: he _ W 
: Indic 
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+ kindle any ſparke of rebellion in his 
-own holy breſt, yet we may ſay his 
heart was alittle overheated in rhe 
ardors of that-fiery furnace che lay ſo 
long in, for his breath ſavorcth a little” 
of fome diſtemper which he found in 
it. By which we are not warranted 
to let our tongues looſe, -when they 
preſſe, and ſtraine to break from us, 
torun after ſome provocation to mur- 
mur, and complaint, but rather war- 
ned tobe exactly vigilant in all ſuch 
motions, fince he, whom Godchoſe 
for his Champion, as having not his like 
upon the carth, had ſuch words ſhaken 
eut of him in his ſtormy, as we may be- 
leeve he reſented more their having 
eſcaped him,then he did allthe violati-. 
ons he had ſuffered from his adverſary, 
for he never wiſhed any thing reca'led: 


but his words. Fob 39: 
'This then may juſtly be a forceable 33?” 


motive to us, to ſer a watch over our: 
lippes, when God hath ſet ſuch a 
guard over our heart, as affliction, 
c{pecially  in'a good cauſe. Let us 
not then , when there is no fault in; 
wy L 3 the 


the cauſe, m 
eur impatience , fince we ought rather 


affliction, and our innocence, When 
we are puniſhed for crimes,we oughtto 
have patience ;z and when we ſuffer in- 
' nocently, we may well adde gladneſſe 
10 it; and we find a good caule prody- 
cing this effect, in the Macedonians, 
when they were in your caſes ; whom 
the holy Ghoſt hath left upon record asa 


of tribalation they had abundance of joy; 
and their very deep poverty abounded unts 
the riches of their ſimplicity. All this 


* ef wiienceand longanimity,which ma- 


13paticnce. 

But by exhibiting unto youthis high 
myſterie of Patience, which is, as I may 
ſay, a ſacred confirmation of all ver- 


thoſe, who are bur yet initiated, and 
carechized in this myſterie ; for this 


. 


ake one in che calawity hy. 


to render double praiſes, both for our 


x cer. 8.2. precedent for you, In much experiences 


treaſure of vertue iflued outof the mine | 


keth by the power of. grace even the | 
duration of the pain an antidote againſt | 


tue , I doe not intend to diſcourage- | 
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ultimate perfeRion of rejoycing in 
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eth our performance, but acouncelthat 


ſhewerh the excellency we may aſpire 


unto s which. the: grace of E4r/e harh 
ſet within our reach , to:exerciſe thar 
vertue, which though-it, ſgeme ſuper» 
naturall, is but ſutable to the members 
of ſuch an head, Thoſe therefore, whe 
finde not-in their natures this finiſhed 


diſpoſition, need nar perplexe them- 


ſelyes with any {cruple of faulcinefle,, 
forif they are byt in this temper, of 
figcerely and humbly demanding of 
God that grace, which is requiſie for | 
the diſcharge of their duties in theſe 
caſes of tencations, though: they finde - 
for the preſent ſome averſion and reinr 
teacieincheir minds againſt their mir 
ſerjes, they may ſafely conclude, that 
God wil miniſter and ſuppeditate grace 
ſufficient for their ſupporr,from falling 
into any dire (edition, ſo long as they 


feele a ſound and reQtified defire to ad- 
| vancein the ſtate of perfe@ abnegati» 


on. Let them not diſquiet themſelves, 
with their diſtances from the top of the 
mountaine, ſo long as they are faich- 

L 4 fully 
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tribulation, is nota precept that claim- 
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"fully climbing.”In this caſe, the indulf: 
"gence of Chriſt: is very applicable, 
when he ſaith,” Thoſe that are xot againf 
him, are with him. Soong as we fitide 
-not our will fjoyned with our weaknes, 
againſt this ſelf-denyall, we ſhall nat 
be charged with diſloyalty. : ws 
' There was a greatclond of infirmit 
inthat fathers faith , when he began 
Mar.g.21. With Chriſt, in $5 quid potes, adjnwvamnes, 
it thou yer as ſoone as he was advanced to 


canſt any # , k 
thing = Creds Domine, adjuva incredulitatem mt- 


us, 

= ner, when we begin with much imper- 
Lord, help fetion, we muſt not diſtra& our ſelves 
dtiy <4 appreherifions of our faintneſſe, bu 
' proceed fincerely to I deſire, O Lord, « 
perfeet conformity to all thy orders , hely 


my inconformity. This prayer conſtant- | 


ly purſued, will certainly obtain the 
expulſion of that ſpirit which caſts us 


often into fire and water, into ſeverall | 


diſtempers in our afflitions. Let us re- 
All things member Chrifts leſſon in this caſe, 0m- 


are poilt- 4.7 Jt; _ _ 
arc poil- 2ja poſſibilia ſunt credenti , it we aſpire 


thar belec- faithfully to this perfeRion , we ſhall | 


vech. quickly find we have no dangerous 
| h —— Ene- 


am, his ſuit was granted. In like man- | 


ds 


_ on; 'We muſt not expect: to taſte fud= + 


progreſſion in this perfeRion"of Chri- 


- firſt water he called conteriion,-'the Te- © 
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dertaken ingetiuouſly our own reduQti- 


063 T:iaf6 > cn RoaniG oof ETD es 
encinies left,” when-we have once urn 4 


dealy the good reliſh of 'mortification, 


Thefirft fruits of Canaan were held'to . 3 


be unclean, to figureto us, thatthereis : -+ --4 
alwayes ſome 'impurity in - our firſt K's 
| "s =—= I 5. "I 3v 
thoughts , and: deftgnes of aſpiricuall 
conformity ; we muſt expet-ſuch 2 


ftianity, as Tſaxs 'made in the digging of | 
his Wells in the Land of - Prozziſe, The 


condenlargement, 8 arthelaſt heeame : . 
to that he called abwndance;” when: all 
ſtrife and difficulty was ceaſed: *So we 
ſhall in the beginning of our: digging 
for this refreſhing+ water of Patience,” 
finde the inhabirants- of our earth (our 
ſenſitive appetities) raiſe great oppoſi- 
tion, and in our purſuance and pro- 
freſſe we ſhall meete with lefſe con- 
tradition, and more enlargement of 
our ſpirits, andart the laſt after a faith- 2%: 
full proſecution we come to that abun- belly 


ſeth, Flumina de ventre ejus fluent aque 
; UVIvVE : 
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ſhall *, 


| . *(Þ- 1i- flow rivers* : : 
dance of water, which Chrift'promi-.*9 a 


t my word 


 Pſal. 87. 
$ Theyſball 
| goec from 
veriue into 

Vertuce, 


Ap0c.3. 8. 
Bebold, 1 
havegiven 


T before thee 


F a doore o- 


. pened, 

| Which no 

| man can 
 Mur . be- 

* Cauſe thou 


s] haſtaliclc 


wer,and 
aſt kept 

und haſt | 
na genyed 


my name, but accept afflictions in his name , be 
The hol that is SanfZew, cf Yerox, will open that 
| | one, && te 

F | CTruc one. 


dooxc of perteRion which the vielcaey 
| of | 


. 04h + 
woe4 which is not: only acquieſcengy] 
bur joy and cxulcation 18 all preſſurg|ſhvt 
anddiſtreſſey. This is the merhodgf] in 
our adyance in ſpiritusll graces, asthe| ther 
Pſalmiſt deſigneth to us, Tbunt dewirigl 
in Virtutem. 2 
-* Wherfqre we muſt not bediſmaye 
and relaxed,when at firſt we encaunter 
difficulty and conteſtation in our ſenſes, 
againſt patience.and conformity, but te, 
member how gracious. and indulgent} 
God is'tq-a little tender vertue., tha 
bath but che quality of fincereneſic ;4 
the holy, Spirgt 1ntimateth by the Angi 
in the Revelation, ſaying, Ecre dedi cormn 
te oſtiur apertum quad nemo poteſt claude, 
gs madjcam habes virtuters, ſervaſti vh 
gm Mem, & non negaſti nomen mean, 
So as here we ſee, God, to a little dil 
poſition , openeth a large paſſage 10+] le 
wards plenjzude and conſummation. 
When therefore we finde our hears} 
ſer to keep Gods Word,and that in the | £ 
firſt inchoation of our vertue, we dag | for 


> wo 2 whe by Xs S ©», "a5 
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6a; [ of the whole world ſhallnet Þe ables 
re ſhytany more againſt us. Wherefore 
of| in'all our ſtraits and coargations ; g1- 
be | ther of aur ſpirits, or of our fortunes, 
| 1 us remember how the holy Spiric 
| calls to.us, Dileta os tum, erinplebe illad. ?[al8.r. 
As long as we dog nos cearratt ag Date iy 
ſhriake our hearts jn a peryerle chagrin, I wil dl ic, 
| ye-nced not fearc the finding. them 
yeeld , and give « little ar firft in the 
| preſſures of aflition ; and though we 

never arrive. at this laſt Ration of per- 

ie& Patience, of joying in tenuations, 

there are many manſions in heaven, 

which anſwer the ſevcrall promotions 

pon earth ; New omnes __ , mays * Theſ's. 
mes Prophete'; the Angel promiſeth x. au 
their reward , Timentibus women twymni, Apoſtles, 

jafilis,c> magniz;lo long as we acknow- pjt a. 
ledge our aw.minoricy, we-may hope © I 

| forour portion among the little ones. ,,,,,. | 

| This 1 ſay —_— by S. Pauls warrant of To the” J 

| Cojelaming puſillanimes, ſuſcepite infirmas, 7 Ae 

| 2mbition, of aſceading as high eyen q66*x% | 

| the ſteps of perſecution can raiſe them ; 
ang there is no ladder ſo: good as my : 

| © 
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of the Croſe,to ſcale by; and in ouriifor: 
vitation to the nuptiall ſupper ofthj pafl 


Lambe,' it is riot humility, bur rathy 
 apuſillanimity, to aime to fit down by 
in the loweſt place ; they who pointy 

© higher,defignto ſtay too neer the dog 


and ſo may -more caſilyer fall ſhort} 


that,then they who aſpire to the plat 
of thoſe who have left all for Chriſ 
which is 'the throne of judging nati 
ONS. = | ; 
With good cauſe then; I hnmbly ad 
viſe every” ones aſpiring to the ſupre 
meſt pitch of patience and reſignation; 


And I havewarrant to diſchargeeven} 


one from-dejeion and confufedneſſ 

inthis caſe of imperfeRion, when they 

doe loyally and ingenuouſly enter- 

Phil.z.15. priſc a proficiency in this virtue, And 
- cnet for this reaſon the Apoſtle when he ad- 
we perfe& viſeth perfeRion, 'yer.admutteth infir: 
wr  mity to 2n expeRance of Gods perfe 
if you bv. Ring thereof, ſaying, Quicung, ergo per- 
6gy other- fe/7} ſums hoc ſentiamus, & (6 quid aliter 


{eS. 


ed, "Fire al. Japitis ,& hoe vobis Deus revelabit. They 
ſo Godwil who are notalready ſtated 1n thei OC 


_ zeveale 9 cOmpliſhment of this vertue, may hops 


Sa for 
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forafurther AY the.com.. i 
| to 1ngenious. addref- . 


paſſion of Go 
{eS. "3142 ; QIfy 

Gods indulgence to the incompleat- 
nefſe of our Patience muſt; therefore be: 
taken hold on, onely as a ſtay.tq keepe 
us from I dejeRtion, and is 
not to be uſed. as areſt;,whereon to 
leane the wrynefle and bent-of our per- 
verted nature; for ſo we may inſenſibly 


induce an habit of crookedneſſe. and © 


petulancy into our owne:-diſpoliti-: 


ONSs TT SY TH C7 FA 6 
Let us therefore have this direRion. 


| of S, Fames alwaies in our deligne at 


» 


oS | 


leaſt, Let patience have aperfett worke, James 1. 


that you may be perfet#, andimire, failing 
in nothing, By this we may reſt aſlu- 
red ofthe perfe@tion which-is contain- 
ed in Patience,fince the Apoſtle aſcribeth 
this integrity, and indeficiency to it in 
all things ; So that when we are poſleſ» 
ſedof this compleatment: of Patience, 


then we are inſtared ina fortune, which 


is ſo unobnoxious to the diftrefles of 
any want,that all privations.adminiſter 
to us the end of all pofſeſhons, which 


13- 


havetheira 


(158) 


oy and ſatisfation. This hathal 
_ xc97.5.30, waies been the ſtate of the Saints, by 
which having nothing they were poſ, 
ſeffing all things. For our of this trea. 
ſury, they who loſe parents, children, 
Mer. 30 houſes, and Lands, for the Goſpel, 
nmecant for the hundred: 
fold now inthis time. And, in confir. 
mation of this truth, we finde by expe. 
rience,thar there is no condition ſo pet. 
fe& in this world, that hath not often 
-need of Patiexte, to make it tolets- 
ble, and they who have peric& Patl- 
exce, never want any other poſſeſſion | 
co make their conditions acceptable, | \ 
All which duly pondered, I ſhall not | 
reed ſay more in recommendationef | < 
this excellent virtue; bur it is requiſitets 
cloſe up this point with the recalling t6 
your memory that our only addreſſes 
ro this plenipotentiary conſolation, is 
conſtant re-ſcarch ofir by prayer. In | 
Our Lord hat order therefore I ſhall leave itto 
you with this petition of $, Paw! for the 
the chariry THeſſalomians upon the ſame occaſion, 
of God, & Dominus dirivaut corda veſtrain charitatt 


' Dei, & patiemid Chriſti, 


a. 


TT” 
BS I £ CS : 


; 
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: | 

1 of the great bentfits may be extratted ont of 

<> af FAlittion, | : 

& | S I have produced yout obligation 
FX to ſuffer, ſighted as you are #ep, 


| ſealed as you are Chriftzan}, with the 
a. | fignert 6f the Cr9fſe , witneſſed and deli- 
| veredasyouate Carbolikes, inthe Sarre- 
mn | ment of Confirmation, (wheteit you deli- 
e | veryour conſent 4s your owne deed , 
whereof the chiefe (officers of the 


r | Chmcharc witneſſes) I havealſo ſugge- 
g | ſted to you the moſt expedient meanes 
9 | oflofing nothing by this engagemenr, 
4 | whichis,to procure Parizace tobe given 
4 | you for your” counter-ſecuricy from - 
n | God, to whoti you ſtand bound in this 
g | contract of ſuffering. This is a celeſtiall 
e | Matiner ofnegotiaring, the dematiding 
| of him to who: the 1ydeutare is made, 
4 | the meancs of diſcharging ir; bur this 


is the method of God, and WOney of 
: im- 


LS 


(169); 


« 


himſelfe, to require nothing of 
creatures, but -what they may be. fup 
niſhed with firſt from him, for burasb| 
ing it, I have therefore propoſed put, 
ence for your diſcharge, and Prayer for} 
your acquiſition of parzence ; and fine 
Prayer may accommodate you with 
what you have moſt need of, your ne{ * 
ceſlities may be ſaid to provide againſt 
themſelves, for commonly they arcin. 
fallible furniſhers of Prayer. 
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et hed 


diſpoſed your taſte, forthe goed relil 
ofthis chalice of Mount Calvary, where: 
of you are now to take your part ; Aad 
this draught you are making, hath more 
.of the cup, which Chriſt promiſed bf 
Diſciples ſhould pledge him in, hen the 
Sacrament of the Novelliſts hath of. chef - 

cuph | 


K P 
bd 
" CEC! 
+. 
: 
£ 


et a 


| cup of the laſt Supper, fince they. re- 
*3S< Fey + .+.4 E p ' OREETEY 71 7 
ve it but as bare figure, and fimple. 


commemoration ofthe blood of Chriſt,” 

ſo as you may comfort your ſclves,that. 

even inthe.interdiction pf, your Religi- 

on, there appeareth as good an image - 
of the paſſion of Chr;ſf,as in the higheſt: 
exerciſe of theirs. For even the un-. 
bloudy part of Jour ſufferings ; are 
figns, images and ſymboles of the pa(- 
fron of Chriſte, and. rhey challenge no 
more, cyen for the honour of their\Sa- 
crament. Wel then may this ſerve you, 
to ahſwer that common reproach of 
your wanting halfethe Sacrament,that 
\ 1till becomes them to objett this, who 
| themſelves want it all, having taken 
both from Clergic and. Laity that rea- 
lity, wherein confiſteth 21 the vertue 
and cfficacie of it. But this hath inter-, 
yened as 4Parenthbeſis of offenfiveArms, 


-+.| in this contexture of defenfive, which 


| 15the work I have onely taken in hand. 
$4 Twill therefore reconne@ this thred of 


tal iny diſcourſe, to that web I have my 


pe upon, ,which is, The extraitine of 
benefits ont of affliiHtons. 


Many 


3 
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(162) * 
"Many thi {204 the | 
ous ith 6t+ Tot by - ng] 
_ cbmttof Fame, flat, 6 oy natutaf} 
bodies is a eohſpitacy ofthe thiiltfeiftle 
of our fen{&F#aPAitiſt our Toble) whit 
he received felicity of the watt” 
is placdin thirigs fo perifi6is, and oy 
ay. as they are really rhe leſs 
o0ds, the rar ! tity ate reputed fo, 
hich eaſily 4 ppeates , inthe refit | 
atid eryall 6) it ofc fie&itip Froitithk 
itch, our cupiditics purfixe ; as rich, 
honours, pleaſares, and the like, thi | 
duration Wheteofs eely the lee, the 
more ' the defire proves ſolicits 
thereof. The'þ prjdBing S of our ſenſes, | 
indicerh this ſounſafe opinion, for tht 
ruling and injuring of v4 is coctah&d 
with us, and our reaſon is not of "tht 
ſame: age, which is the caufe, why dt 
_ ſebſes anticipate the a dptchetfion & 
g00d and cvill ; inſ6mmuch as 6ur reafdh | 
being much laer calted iht6 adviſes, 
can hardly confutethis preoccupation, 
even by a demonſtrat oft of rhe abi} 
fivetieſſe 6f fuch received RIKties. ot 
Maa, as if he ſtudyed Woh 
ell 
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ca _ (163Þ\: 1 
| cladethe ſentence is upon him; ſcemes 
toſet his heart upon nothing, bur .the 
eating of his bread without any ſweat; 
and the meeting with ng thornes upon 
the earth. So tar are aur ſenſes fram 
_— to che ſentence of Gad,'as 

even the fociety of Ged- himſelfe in 
labours ane croſſes, doth hardly con- 
vince us of the benedictions contained 
therein , albeit he hath not onely read 
this leſſon upon them', but hath'perſo+ 
nally infuſed that quality into them. 
And ſhall our faith affent ro fo high a 
myfteric, ſeeming ſo contrary to our 
reaſon, and ſhallwe not credit this a&- 
ſertion, of the good of ſufferings, be- 
cauſe it is averle to our ſenſes « Shall 
we beleeve, that under the ſordid and 
deſpicable veyle of fleſhand blood, the 
Creator of heaven and earch-was covered, 
and ſhall we nor eaſily acco:d , that un- » 
der the dark and obſcure covers and ca- _— 
ſes of temporary miſeries 8 afflitions, q 
there remaine reall glories and benedi- 
tions 2 fince as the firſt is. cleerly De 
fide, the ſecond cannot 'reaſonably be 
denycdtobe Proximam fidei, 
= . 


ſhould caltly beaccepted by Catholikes,: 


 bigh myfteries, when they beleeve,that 
which appeares Bread in the bleſſed 
 Excharift, ro be really the glorious bo» 
"dy of the Sonne of God, there ſhould 


be lict'e difficulty, to allow thoſe (uffe. | 
rances, which ſeeme ills to our ſenſes, | 


tobe really ſuch goods as they are af- 
ſerted by our faith, for ſurely, if they 


have but neete ſo much patience , to | 
make this converſion, as they muſt | 
 havefaithto belecve the other, all crof- 


| ſes and adverfities in this life, are really 


converted into bleſſings, whilethey te. | 
maine under unhappy and unlikely ap- | 
parencies, after ſuch a manncr as the} 
body of Chriſt is truly preſent in the} . 
holy Sacrament , though covered from} 
our ſenſes under the veyles of no way} 


reſembling ſpecies. 


(164) ** "_ 
>-Me "thinks this -ſenſe- of Croſſesy 


” 


who are'tmbued with the belcefe of:fo, | 


, 


Ie" 


_— 


Since God then coverethand rete@| 
eth the greateſt bleſſing he.can conferre} 


' upon his Church, (it being even his owl} 


| » Sonne) under ſo improbable appearat- 


ccs, we may caſily beleeve his corre} 
4:4. K---: ONS, 
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. by frequentexperiments.ia. our ſelves, 
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table, and fincerc, arc but veyles and 


- the colours and ſhapes of evils in this: 


. (185) | 
ons, though they arc overcaſt withne: 
verſo unlikely out-fides, to-have anin4 _.- - * 
teriour goodnefle, and benediQion,ace : 
cording to his-word, | eſpecially, fince 
wearcſcnfibly convinced of this verity; 


and others, bur in the other ſublime 
myſterie, our faith is alwayes put to: 
ſtraine up to-it, and thatnever deſcens 

deth to a manifeſtation.tq our reaſon.  - 
Befides, moſt of the things of this' |. 
world, which ſecme to -usnever ſo veri-, 


caſes of ſomewhar elſe then is extant 
in their ſuperficies, For we'ſee the ſub- 
ſtances and ef{cnriall forms of nothing, 
onely the figure, colour, and other ac-. 
cidents of all things ſenſible, and ſo 


life, cover. and. infold cternall goods, ] 
andthe ſpecious figures and appearan- P/«&.11.8. 
_— pleaſures , ſhadow over tous e- 4 : 
verlaſting miſeries. Whereupon many thou haſt ! 
come _ confefſe with the pſalmif, Mt: NO 
Bonum wihi- quis humiliaft4 mie, and t00 Luke re.” » 
many to.complairie with:the rioter in 1 am wor-. 
the Goſpel, Crucior in has -flamma 2 for qhis flame. - 
E507 M 3 . : 


ha- 


4 166) 
| Tu lifecand hdving hall coo much of Rem 
| didſt re- 22s, bona in wed "tl. For; alas, how 
| ch. 525 many dothivhis -ſchtence' of the huly 
| thy ife 
| 7: © in puntto adtinfernsdeſrendunt'! 
They = Alchough:profperity in this life be 


_ 1-ad their nor formally an evill; yet as there are 
daies in | 


* ment th:y 
it goc down 


and growth which is. expected from 


| wig ab Bernard upon the rich mans being caſt 

| ofthem . into flames, and'the reafon being pi- 
[_ thitlive yen him, that he had received good 
| PlaGody rings in this life, infers from-thence, 
| Thar che bleſſing of ſuffering muſt be 


tions s 


revilng vented the- gemlbr: fire: of ca 
+it ſurprize, Dacunt in bonis dies ſas; | 


Þ micth, ang MANY aliments, Which. are in them- | 
| inamo- ſelves found; and harmlefie, yet un- | - 
| healthfull reſpcEively to fevcrall con- | 
I} co hell, ftiturions , ſo thefelicities 'of this. life, | 
| find very few ſuch conftirutions as can | 
digeſt them, and converethem into the | 
increaſc of the body, umo the edifying | 
ic felte in charity. 'This isthe advance | 


IE SE oO Conn oe dt ES <A, 7D D <7. 


| zp6e/4.6. the members'of Chriſt, theaugmentity | 
il in charity ; whereof we may too trucly: | 
ll 24.2 8 Tay @ leaſt, Revd invenitur in terrd ſuavi- | 
If Its rarelyfer viventium, Wherefore holy Saint | 


greater nil world, then that eFfrat- 


* a %.# 


TIER 
through pleaſant fields, gnd delightfull gar; 


the earth, quickly raiſcrh ſuch a damp 
- and WHALE, in ap v nEre 


_ 7; 


_ % 


Spiriruati Lethargie which we ſleeps 4 


our ſelves into, in the" love of this 
world, is one of the ſafeſt wayes the 
Devill can wiſh us into. Wee may 
therefore fitiy ſay gf the ſtate of many 
mens proſperities, that which S. Baſil 
| ſaid elegantly upon the cleerneſſe of 


the skye in a great drouth producing 1 


famine, that 1: was « ſad ſerenity, in which 
the very faireneſſe and purity was a puniſh- 
ment.So the ſmoothe, and undiſturbed 
felicity of many ftortungs, proveth an 
unhappy calme, occaſioning a great 
ſterility in'all fpirituall produRtons, 


Our love to Chriſt thrives beſt, in ſuch 


a mould as his to us was planted in; 


which we know was an abundance of - | 


all ſorts of paſſions ; and ſuch a ſoile is 


fo much more proper for our faith and. | 


charity to proſperin, as the ſame temp- 
: tations which maſter us in felicity, are 
defeated by us in adverſity ; as S. Gre- 


£7 noteth in Fobs rryall, ſaying, that 


47 who WAas 0Vert es ps Paredi(, &, 


- Overcame upon « dungbill; there the Serpent 

overcame himby « woman, here he vanquiſh- 
eh both the Serpent and the womay. , 

: p E= 0 

& : 


OT: 
« © $o as we may ſay , Thar ſufferings 
ſceme to render even our decayed na- 
ture, ſtronger then felicity could pre- 
ſerve our intire. For Adam was ruined 
by the ſame artaques, which Fob re- 
pulſed. Scarce any thing can endeare 
the vertue of affliction, or raiſe the ob- 
noxiouſneſſe of proſperity above this 
inftance, And ſurely , although. there 
were not ſo much facilitation towards 
our being perverted in temporall hap- 
pineſſe,yer me-thinks this defe which 
is ſo notorious in it, ſhould diſcredit the 
affeRation thereof ; for it. is evident, 
that we cannot have ſo good atryall of , 
our loyes to God, whilſt we arc 'ynder 
his ſenſible careſſes,as under his ſevere 
correftions. We ſee Satan had ſo much 
colour for that argument, that in pro- 
ſperity there can be no tryall whether 
2 man loye God or no, as he prefſcrh 
itevento God himſelfe in Fobs caſe, 
aSking, Doth Fob feare God far nought ? 
leading thar' Gods benefits did not 
admit of a torall probaption of that ſer- 


| -yantwhom Ged himſclfe commend-. 
| eth,, Therefore he putterh God to the 


cryall 


k; 1792} 
tryall and cxaminatign of bis 


when it hath nothing but. pure dy " 
_ and nq temporal intereſt ra teed je] x 
and it ſeemeth Gad-allowed this az , quen 


good argument , when he changed hy 
condition into that Which was the py Pit 
pereſt tor the examination of his love, 

_ might proye an irrefragable evince 
ment of his fanctity. For a paticntac: 
quieſcence, and a faithtull praiſing God 
in affliction, dath not only filence even 
S«tban himſclfe in his office of accuſer, 
buc ſettethus ſo mych aur of his com: 
mand , as to render us his igpeaches 
and accuſers before the throne of God. 


For EXE COP a higher charge Fd 


gainſ his contumacie 10 bows bcatiry 
t 0m $ returnipg praiſes to God in | 
his milſeries. 

* Yau may ſee then that Aflition doth | 
ner galy: rniſh us with armes defen- 
five again&-oyr enemic, bur alſo mile 
ſtreth offenlive arwes in. Gods 


againſt his Rebel! : for pothing » Kay | 


deth Lucifer deeper with as ne. of 
bis ingratitude,, then 6 Lil 2 L038 wal IT 
Foals baging Gadspraies a 


| 


if ſores: and -pxovecations,” Ad; it 
th | ſreines very equitable), that they wha 
tif aero noflelſe the cſtates of the —_ L 


G77) 


quent Angels, ſhould ferve God thus 


þ =_ earth,againſt them whoſe can- 


fiſcations arc aſſigned to them, And in 
wer ro this , we miay obſerve, how 
God hath alwa yes 1 imployed bus dea- 
reſt followers in This alreinn to ſhame 
aadconfound the Devils fir impatient 
pride,. by their .<quanimity :8 calm- 
acs of Spirit 10 all their prefſazes and. 
defolations, making the praiſes of the 
ſcourger, as.S. Avgwſffeneſanth, the plai- 
ſer of their ns, = For which cauſe, 


holy 1udizh, when the undextaketh to 


' comfort her brerhecn- (una deſparate 
| extremity, ſu 


| _ to! 
Kore; 36 


ſtcth-toithe Pidts, to. 
epeoplc, that thew: fa = 
beca temprod;to try 
love Geds ' 
and-'bidderth :them remember how 
Abrahams was reproved 


by manygemp- 
| tations,andfomadetherfriend of Gody, 


and Tſa«c., Farob and Moſes::paſſed the 
rok grand. Y Re os wolou 


_ with 'this. infoxcement of :the 
yertue 


ſed God 
through 


| many wi. (Ne Patriarks and Prophets, who hadth| 


bulations 


ve p 
fed fairh- 
full. 


- We may remark alſo that amongal 


Honour to be types of Chrift, we find} 


© but one exempted out of the liſt of hi 
precurſors in diverſe paſſions, and a 
fiftions; and Solomon onely paſſing 
throfigh the ſmooth delicious alleys 
of this world, fell. ſo dangerouſly, x 
the holy Ghoſt hath not ſet him up agau 
before us whereby we may conclude, 
that God- intended the leaving of Sole 
27s caſe undecided, as a terrible ad: 


monition'to us, of the perillous cſtate | 


of proſperity, fince ſo great an organ 


of the holy Ghoſt, is not manifeſtly reſto. | 


redto his place, where all the reſt are 
evidently fixed, following the ſuffering 


Lambe , whom they had the honour to | 


precede, and to prefigure. So asal. 


though we may hope well of Solomen, |. 
.-we ma 
all proſperity , as a formidable fedu-. | 


ſafely condemne continu- 


cer, fince worldly-felicity leaverh usin 
ſuſpenſe ofthe ſalvation of Faw 


- 


Zudith; vertue of afflitions, Omnes qui planigy vill 
All that 79978 Deo per multas tribulationes tranſing 1 
_* have plea- 71478 faaetes. ch 1 


| NT ny (173): ; , Y 
# zKiQion giveth us great hopes: of. the! vo 
reconciliation of Manaſſes; > 1, ef F 
And it may well be obſerved, that; 
' the firſt Angel which. 1s'recorded. in 
ſcripture to-have been ſeartathe earthy. 
wes-upon the -occafion of an extreme. 
diſtreſſe ; which :was to Agar flying in. Gen.16. 
the deſcrt z and the Angel giveth. this '*+ 
teſtimony ofthe reaſon of his:miſhon, 
Becauſe the Lord had heard the woice of her 
«ffliion ; ſoas Agars being in miſery,” 
bringeth her to be. honoured by the 
miniſtery ofan, Angel, ſooner then S4- 

14's being miſtreſle, and in authority ; 

and ſo diſtreſſe had quickly obtained 
| pardon for undurifulneſſe. Where- . "I 
forc all they who have faults to cxpi- : 
ate, may be glad to have ſufferings tor 
' Iinterceſfors, for they ſpeak in vertue of 
that blood, which calls for better 
things then that of Abel; they mediate 
reconciliation, and deprecate revenge. 
And therefore. we finde God youch- 
| ſafeto ſay, Cum ipſo ſum in tribulatione s 3 
and his preſence 1s often ſo manifeſted I am with > 

iatribulation, as they who had ſcarſe rd ge, ! 

heard of him before, come to. know q 
| him, G 


: eE \ 


nn Coen 6 eSc..M 0 & 


ns Ot ns. , © Oe 3 On OE 2 ONCITS INE. 


apparence, Which made S. Bernard 


par.3.93. tO ſay. veryelegantly, that God appeared 
r= ng erptgacy.cht Gl ped 


inthe fiery furnace, that even the heathen 


themſelves tonfeſſed be was there, affir- 
_ © ming vhat the fourth was Like the Senne of 
© "God : ſo tharit ſeems, God will permit 


the divellro paſſe for a God, withthem 
who are in the power and dominion 
of the world, rather then reveale him. 
felfe to that preſumption, and chuferh 
rdenlighten the blind of Babylon, only 


by the fire of afflition. And for that | 
end, he preferd rhe farnace, for his | 
- Temple to appeare in, before all the 


ſumptuous edifices of Babylon. In like 
manner, when God reſolved tp ſhew 
himſclfe ro Nebuchodonuſar, he wonld 
not vouchſafe to come into his palaces, 
but carryed him our into the fields, and 
laid him as low as the graſlc that fed 


kim, and then inthis poſture of being | 


neerer a beaſt then a King, vouchiſafed 
to viſit him ,' ro ſhew him how much 
more he cftcemed miſery and confus 
fion, thentemporall glory and-magni- 


ficence. 


him , ated acknowledge him in. that F 


| | 
| 
| 


| 


t | thee, Atdats we ſee, how man "* 
Honour, becott&8: ke the beat that 
iſhiechs and tnitt if diſkonwour, beikg 

reduced eVh to the likefieſSof4 beaſt 
cttovereth 'und reſtbrerh The ittrap eat 

or" id hirafclfe, AK He he 
diti6hrhizd ale oft GVlitetared. 

Niy aflidion is fo proper to. finiſh 

on rfe& Gods ifnrbeih vs; ds Dan: 

ad" thitYiver Min Torah improv 
tnctit bfhis fhaity, which'he tad by | 
ordet” tom God, preſcribed Nu 
bucholondſar for Expiation of His itn+ 
piety. He for having deftroyed'rhofe 

Tabls, which the otherhad adored, was 

ſent atnorg the' beaſts 'for a reward 

the liohs den is given as it were 'for a 

recampence of his ſervice,againſt both 

the ſpiritaall, znd * mareriaſl dragon ; 


and devorit "ruby was btd into ob 12.14 


darktreſſe 4nd 'the ſhadow 6f death , 

ds a Statificarion oF all His pious fami- 

lixricies with tlie bead; for whehthe 
Fuzel vemembreth Uitn of His one 
h\erits "in theſe offices, he tell&t'bith, 
hat Bebauſe. he was pr 11*G0d, tt 
#44 weceſſiry This ' ithrdtion final prove 


him. 


2 C07.4 


upon them, he may well load us here, 


us, by his juſtice, as well as his-mer- 


| they are immured ;. and ſo by. Gods 
"Making 26 © ere, Cnongh UEHEY 


-- On) 


him, So as the tribulation of this 


world, ſeemes the penny conditioned 
for in this life, and due as wages tothe 
travail in Gods ſervice, And indeed 
the weight, and heat of this day, or 
rather moment ofthis life, may well 
be accounted our beſt ſalary in ir, ſince 
the Apoſtle telleth us, that Light and 
momentary. tribulation worketh in us ex. 
ceed;ngly above meaſure an eternall weig 

of glory , and ſo God wha knowet! 
how the crownes are to be giycn. out 
by weight, according tothat we bring 
in of croſſes, marked by. Gods ſtamp 


jn that order, to the elevating. of 


" Wherewpon all the Saints, the liket 
they grow to the image of Chriſt under 
Gods hand, diſcern the cleerlyer thi 
defigne of God, and ſo rejoyce inthe | 
tribulations, proportionately to the 
light they receive ,: by theſe openings 
of their owne mudde walls, wherein 


PIE 
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| theit bodies, the ſoule comes to: have 


theclearer proſpeR on all fides of her; 
whereby ſhe difcerneth , that "God in 
this work of breaking down the mat- 
ter of carnall appetites, which are like 
wallsabout us, removeth but duft; and 
bringeth in light; and-therefore we 


ſee; how the Martyrs 'rejoyce 'while 


theſe windows,as I may ſay,& through 
lights, were beating outin'their bodics; 
while they were maderranſparenc with 
wounds , the ſoule had the more light 
given her; and ſo they 'Fooked upon 
their enemies, as ſet awork'to break 
down their priſon,alwaies paying then 
thei prayers for their labour. And WE 
need not look back into ftory,- for ſuch 
lights-as theſe , whereby 'to' read the 
joy offufferings; for T may ſay.of theſe 
exithples, as'Moſes ſaid of his precepts; 


They are not beypnd the ſea, that 'you may D-at.z0: 


pretend, and oy; hich of us ean paſſe over ** 
tht fea, and br ing them £0 ms, that des 
fulfil rbers in worke'? For ſuch mparterns 


Src necre yowin:your:owne ſight; you 7-77 4 


necdnottravell-intos the remore'regh 
onsot Antiquity:,-tor ſuch precedents 
bt N . 


- jt 260r13-5 all, "Know you not your ſelves, that Cury 


(178) bk. 
of hearts rejoycing, while theſe doorg Þ 
of their breaſts are breaking open, to Þ | 
ſer them ar-liberty. God hath proyi- | j 
ded for you the lights of the Primitive | | 
times, as well as he hath permitted you | | 
ro iremaine long in. the ſame neceſſi- } ( 
tics. You can therefore have no ex-| | 
1 
| 
n 
y 


cuſc in being ignorant of the good of 

ſufferings, fince you have both the 

matter abundantly among you, and the 

manner excellently patternd out! be 
fore your eyes. 

It is well {aid of one, that wee mayſ y 

wonder that all the ſtones under the} 6 

feer of the reprobate, doe not turn int} y 

roſes, for ſome ſolace to them now} n 

in regard of what they are to ſuffer} b; 

And therefore we need nor wonder , ii} w» 

_ all things un(er the feer of the cledf} in 

- doe turne into thornes to puniſh then} B 

fo 

G 

ye 

ſt; 


for their ſinnes, ſince their tranfiton 
poo augment ſo much their eternal 


| 


_ 


leſſednefſe. Well rhen, and fitly-ma 
I ſay unto you in this your ſtate of ty 


 Sfeſw isingen, waleſſe perbaps you be:thih us 
| probate ? For now you have that wolf jt: 


C 4 ' *. #558 


of God, the word of the Croſſe ,where«. 

yon your {elves are beſt expoſitars; 
whether you- finde in your hearts, an 
humble underſtanding of the will of 
God upon you in thele ſifrings and cri. 
brations, unto. which the enemy hath 
now ſubje&ted you, If you find this 
humble and patient cenformiry , you 
may rightly conclude you have the 
right ſcale of the wotd ofthe Craſſe..:- 
'Me thinks 1 may ſay now to you,that 
you have as a mercy affarded. to. your 
offences, your book given you, and if 
you can reade in ir, yout preſent bur. 
nings in the hands are far from. being . 


in which your names are written.in.the 
Book of Lite; Your chiefe ſtudy theres 
fore now muſt be , to reade currantly 
Gods hand in this your boek- which 


gf you arc pur unto, and by a.right unders +: + 
74 ſtanding of Gods mercy jatkis volume\ _ . 


of your cralles, you make it ſuch an one 


* 


oy 25S was given to 57gchiel, you may finde #xt-3.45 | 
YU Ecrenandovey in your mowhiclipon” © + 
| * 2 


chis 


—— 


F inhand, of interprecatiem ofichs word. | 


brace infamy, they are xather fig The flix- 
»w4#s Chrifti, which are. the characers rite 


'T C07.1, 
is. , 


x C07.14, 
14. 
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CE 


this ground, 'Szint Auguſtine was wont 
often ro: aske' his heare this queſtion} 


Is the word of the Croſſe fooliſhwiefſe to thee?! 
He knew, that was the infallible rryall 
ofthis adherence rothe will of God,the 
accounting the' Croſſe the wiſdome- of 
God, and+confequently the beſt mark 
of his 'predeſtinartion. There- may be 
many glorious externall ſhews of pie 
ty and ſanity (whicl: may be like 
the gift of Tongues Saint Pau/ ſpcaketh 


_ of, wherethe' Spirit prayerh, bur the 


underſtanding 4s without fruit) that 
may draw 'the eyes of the world upon 
the appearancies, but not the eyes of 


__ _ God upon the interiour diſpoſition; 


V8.4. 
I C0/.14. 


© bur patient, and vertuous'exemplatt- 
> tyin 


uffering'is like prophecying itt 
knowne rongue, it both bertererh onr 
ſelves, and edifyeth the Church of God. 
Wherefore I may properly defire you, 


how'you are, as T may ſay, prohibited 


toſpeak with Tongues,'(as this anſwe- 


37: refore 2th ©O#publick exhibition of your de: 
brabren yotions ) 1H, fretres amnlamini prophe 


begureſt 2aye)) thatis;/toendeavoriritoedificthe 
aa Sonks aaa 
F5rf © : «1 - * -"—_ 
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6 'longanimiry ; ; and ſuavity in. the holy 


Ghoſt. 
Gods mercies arc ſo much above 


all his works, that even all his juſtices. 
nthis life are mercies, as we may -per- 
ceive in many things which to us ſeem 
ſeverities, and are truly. indulgencies i in 
Gods Order ; as many times when he 
finderh a dumbe, and a deafe ſoule, ſo- 
poſſeſſed by the 'world, as he will net- 
ther heare, nor anſyyert to the ordinary 
voiceof Gods Miniſters, then God in 


mercy layeth- violent hands upon him, -- . 


and, as I may ſay, purs his fingers into 


his eares,as Chriſt did to the man in this Mer.7 133. 


caſe, as it were to force them open by 
ſome ſtronger operation then the or- 
dinary miniſtry of his Churches medi- 
cines and applications, and inthis caſe, . 
the fire God applyeth, is not rigour, 
but medicinall compaſhon. 

Beſides, there is commonly a ſpeci- 
all divine authority in Tribulation. 
wherein the holy Ghoſt breathes himſelf 
out more efficaciouſly then by the Pro» 
phtrs, or by the holy Scriptures: for we 
often refiſt the Word of God, and - 
N 3 flcight 


Up 


rerward 


flight the admonition of the Fathers 


and Doors of the Church, when af 


flitions though chey ſpeake ina that | 


per, and more unpleaſant ſtile to ug 
yet take our cares, and bring us to i 
{wer more promptly, ſpeak Lord, forth 
ſervant heareth, : 


 Whereuponthe Pſalmiſt exprefſeth}. 


thus: both the nature of man, andthe 


Pſal.15.4. wi i ri y ? 

Thei, + virtue of tribulation, Malriplicate ſunt in 
fmities 
were mul- as God oftentimes lameth us, to make 
*- us mend our pace towards him ; & the 


| = made Maimes given us by Gods hand, proye 
| haſte. 


firmitates eorum, paſtea acceleravernnt, $0 


like Facobs lamencſle, which made hin 
the ficter for his journey. And asf 
hath beene aptly accommodated to 
the credit of affliction, that «cob ws! 
flying, and ſunk with labour te the 
earth, with bis head upon the ſtones! 
when God firſt appeared unto him, 
and ſet his ſoule upon that ladde} 
which reached to heaven, while lis} 
body lay proſtrate upon the earth, {0 
wee may well adde this, that as ſoot} 
as we. wake out of the f{leepe whid 
the pleaſures of our ſenſes caft us into} 

| o— 
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F we ſhall confeſſe concerning croſſes, 
and tribulations, as Facsb did after his 
dreame, Yere dominus eff in loco iſto, & Gm.13..6 | 
ego neſciebam., For though wee trem- Indeedour } 
28 ble ar firſt,and finde the place terrible, eons ] 
th] yer we may truly ſay, Now eft hic alind & 1 knew 
niſi domes Dei, & porta celi, torthe holy 5,99 _ 
ſpirit ſeemeth to ſet this inſcription (of This is ns 
the gate of heaven) upon tribulation, ker bur. | 
adviſing us, that by many tribulations of God & | 
we muſt enter into the Kingdome of the gae of | 
heaven. F — Heaven. 
I have preſented you with this 
draught of your owne ftares, that you 
may ſee, you are now inthe' elements 
of theSaints of both Teffaments. Where- 
fore the Apoſtle relleth the Chriſtians in ; 
your conditions, Behold, now « the time 48.14.21 
acceptable, now i the day of ſalvation. But 
you muſt remember alſo, what Chrif 
ſaidto thoſe that are inthis day, Work 
while you have light, left the night over- 
take you. Forthe day it ſelfe will but 
give you light, not legs to carry you « 
on your journey. You muſt notlye 
downe under your burthens, as if af- 
flitions' were veſſe!s you had under 
N4 you, 


. 


A 


2 Cor.6.2« } 


0" 2 Coi'.l. 


. Coloſ.1. 
3 Il.2. 
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you, which will carry.you.on though ' 


you walke backward and forward in 
them, berween murmur, dcfire of re- 
venge, and ſome intervals of confor- 


mity and refignatien ro Gods pleaſure, 


This toffing, and eſtuation of (pirir is 
a leake may endanger you, if it be not 
ſtopped. Neceflarily therefore I muſt 
often rememorate this unto you, that 
if you have faith to beleeve croſſcs to 
be the treaſures of Chri/?, you muſt ne- 

otiat with the talents you are truſted 
with ; for if you bury them in enmities, 
maledictions of your enemies, repl- 
nings, and difidcnces of Gods provi- 
dence, you will give fo ill an account, 
as you may chance afrer all your ſuffe- 
rings, to be remitted thither for your 


rewards,where affliction produceth no- 
thing but curſes and deſperations. For. 


it may be fitly ſaid of Tribulations, 


They are the good odour of Chriſt, but to 
ſome the odour of death unto death, but te0- 


thers the odour of life unto life, Of which 


party that you may prove,you muſt a. 


this leſſonof Saint Paul, ro walk worthy 


19 


of God in all patience and longanimity with 


bh, 5). tied —_— g—— as 


7 joy, giving thankes to God and the Father 


_ _— 


who hath made us worthy uno the lot of the 


Saints inhight.. 
22222222222222200.04 
Cuae. VIII, 


Anſwers ani Reſolutions fo ſomes 
ſubtile Temptations. 


Fter the chiefe Prieſts, Scribes, and: 
Elders had laid betore Chriſt Feſus Mar.12. 
all rhe ſtones of offence and {candall 
their wits could pick out of the Law,or 
the Prophets,all which he converted in-, 
ro touch-ſtones of - his wiſdome; and, 
bumility, and ſo rcndred all theſe try; 
alls, atteſts of his purity and fincerity; 
intheſe excellent graces ; then they ex-. 
cogitated a more ſubrile temptation tor: 
him; which was, to tempt him by his: 
owne perfefions. For then they ſent 
to- him ſome of the Phariſces,and of the, 754-12. 
Herodians, who were to work upon his, 
tenderneſſe.,, and compaſſion. of the; 
publick, to enſnarxe him by his benig- 
nity, 


MY (186) © 4 
nity, and charity to others; and rothaF 
purpofe they moved him in a point of 
commiſeration to his Countrey,asking (of 
him with a Preface of his arailco,whl x 

_ ther they might not eaſe themſelves of 1 
the publique cribute * And this they 
thought a likely way to inſnare his | ,, 
goodneflſe , when all their other pro- > 

, jets could nor infirme his vertue : In | 
like manner our ſubtileſt enemy may | 
have found many of you anſwering, | 
and correſponding faithfutly in all his | 
examinations of you, in your own par- 
ticular ſorrows, lofles, and diftreſſes, | 
and finding you thus armed in your 

16h. 1.21. owne perfons with ] o »*s Dominue de- 
. Our Tord d;x, Dominus abſtulit, he is very likely 
cur Lord tO attempt you by your owne grates of 
hath t2- piety, and tendernefle of others , and 
"7" devotion to your Countries redemp- 
tion from error, or a preſent apprehen- 
fion of a totall extirpation of thoſe | 
few ſeeds are ſtill diſperſedly-left init | 

of Catholike Religion. And this tentati- 

on may well be preſented you with 
pn of your owne vertues, and preſ- | 
fed more upon your devotion, as a ſo- | 
| licicude | 
| 
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of your Religion. This is ſo fine, and 
ſoft an infinuation of motions to dif- 
quict and diſcordance from Gods or- 
oy as you may very eaſily be lid into 


it, upon this ſo ſmoothe, and faire ſug- 


eſtion thereof, as a practiſe of vertu- 
ous duty. I ſhall therefore endeavour 


' to dere unto you the danger of this 
fo ſubtile illaqueation, and inſnare- 


ment, in this ner may be made of your 


. owne pieties. For when Sathas ſtands 


among the ſonnes of God, he is in the” 
moſt dangerous poſition for the chil- 
dren of men, that is, when inthe ſhape 
of ſome vertue he introduceth atemp- 
tation, 

Firſt then we muſt lay this for 
ground-work of all our peace of ſpirit, 
a firme immovable perſwafion of the 
divine providence in all occurrencics. 
This rock the devill doth not attempt 
to batter inthe minds of ſober, and pi- 
ous perſons, but worketh to under- 
mine itby arguments, and conſequen- 
ces. When any thing occurreth in- _ 


congruent to our reaſon, — 


© Andi aaa bvind Matitet ia HSE: THe ole onto NES ENG HAAR Pt Int RI EA 
| = 's K: ” . 5 


(188, 


- 
þ 


the government _of ſuch affaires &F* 


For || 


ſceme properly'te appertaine ro Godg wm 
intereſt,as the miſcariage, and adverſ. | W 
ty of Gods cauſe and his Churches per. | WE 
clication, in theſe advantages the ler. | 15 
pent hath over our weak and dim thet 
wer of reaſoning, he alwaies intorceth ſec! 
this ſubtilty upon us, That Gods hand | 
cannot be in matters ſo oppeſite to his good. | 
eſſe. To which our taith anſwereth the 
eafily enough, when it is awake; but He 
when our mindes are in that ſtate the } © 
Pſalmiſt confeſſeth even his to have | th 
Pſz.118.- been reduced unto, of Dermitavit anima | ** 
| 37.1. 74 pre tedio, when our. ſpirits are - 
! 2 y 1oule | t 
S hath fumJgrowne drowſic and heavy under the 
8 _ burthen of their encumbrances, then | © 
- Hepreſſcth this point upon us, when : 
the vivacity of our faith is a little re- | 
* 2/7: laxed; and by watching this opportu- | | 
— Burmy nity we know the temprer hath ſhaken 
—_ even the greateſt Saints, as we know. 
. move:,my David himſclfe avoweth in Mei autem 
_y_ nip pene moti ſunt peaes, pent effuſi ſunt greſ- 
| ped ſ:e- [nes met, pacem peccatorum videns. YO 4s 
| Ingehe this is@ temptation robe precautioned | 
=, by the beſt adviſes can be provided. | 
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| firſt placc, is not to ſubvert direaly 
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enemy aimeth at in the 


our faith, but to ſupplant our peace,and 
quict of ſpirit; and when he hath raifed 


| this miſt in our diſcourfing faculty, 


then all the images are ſer before us; 
ſeeme to have farre differentproporti- 
ons from the realities themſelves. 

One of the moſt ſafe admonitions 
therefore, is ro watch upon our prone- 
neſle to paſſion,cither in griefe,anger,or 
enmity ; for an intemperance.in any of 
theſe, upon the ſeveral occaſions which 
reſpeR cach of them, dothfirſt cloud 
that ſercairyof mind, which ſhould keep 
the light of Gods providence'cleere to 
our apprehenfion , and chen inſenfibly 
we fink into chagrins and diffavours of 
Gods preſent judgements. Therefore 
let us alwayes check the firftmetions _ 
toany cxceſſe of ſorrow,” though the 
occaſion be never ſo legitimate'as even 
for the perſecution of the Chirch, in 
that caſe, we muft ſeek to reprefſe an 
immodcrate reſentment”? jt; thoiwg 


thecolourſceine ſuch, a3 afmits of no | 


F392 re " irtes; 


+4 even 
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even of zeale in this exigence, weak! 
and cnfceble our Reaſon, and ſo leave 
us worſe armed againſt our opponen, 
who alwaycs ſceketh to deduce ſo 
reaſon ot repining , and diſreſpe tg 
Gods order, out of this argument of 
Gods unconcernment in the ſafety of 
his children. Therefore in all proyo- 
cationSto gricfe , we muſt attend the 
preſerving of our ſpirits as little over. 
caſt by ſadneſſe as we poſlibly can, tor 
inthis obſcurity the enemy ſoweth what 
we feele growing up before we ſee it 
caſt into us. For which cauſe, let this 
be a generall receit for all emergencies 
in matter of diſconſolation, to oppoſe 
ftudiouſly the firk motions towards 
any inordinate ſorrow or reſctt- 
ment. | 
. That Imay then give you ſome par- 
ticuar ſatisfaQion inthis caſe of yours, 
which may ſceme ſo devout a difſquiet, 
in order to the Churches ſufferings, 1 
muſt defire you to lay this in _yeur 
minds as 4 deep and immoveable foun- 
dation,'That the verity of the Church 
is not queſtioned by the HOO of 
| arcs 


- 


lf Rates into wh ] 
may conſider that your faich relleth 


ich ſheis tranſlated. You 


you, the roots of the Church are grow- 
ing ina rock, and are watred, 'and kept 
alive by a ſupernaturall irrigation, with — 
the dew of heaven ; ſo as no ſtorm can 
looſen them, nor no heat penetrate ſo 
faras to offend them. The particular 
branches of this ftemme may wither, 
or be removed according to the in- 
temperance. of the placcs they are 
planted in, as we fee that many ſingle 
ſhafts and bodies of particular Char- 
ches, which arc. but ſprigs in reſpe& of 
the Univerſall, arc now eradicated even 
inthe firſt ground they were planted,as 
weſce in the defolation and barrennes 
of Mount $10 ic ſelfe ,, and the land of 
Canaan, which we may call rhe garden 
of Eden , where the tree of. lite firſt 
ſprang up,and where the Charch ſeemed 
toall humane reaſon, rooted ſo deep, 
2 nothing: but- the diſſolution of the + 
world could evert it, and yet we ſee 
it ſoextirpated; out of that place; as - 
there are only ſome few fruits (of thoſe - * 
roots which S, Peter left fixed at Bown) . 

| | now 


The ſear- 
cher into 


ſhall be 
opprefled 


by glory. 


in darkneflc, and the ſhadow of death, 
| have now ſcene the great light , and 


nefſe. Theſe arc the incxtricable folds 
whereinGod wraps up his providence, | 


4 


ES >>: 
27's 3Y by <Y 
p; 


_ (ray. 
now vifiblein 


the- Chriſtian Religion now exerciſed 
in the holy Land, is bur inthe ſocieries 
of fome few of the Religions Orders of 
the Church of Rome; which arc but as it 
were granaries otthe bread of life, not 
ſeminaries, or ficlds, in which therei 
2 naturall proviſion for a: ſucceſſion of 


Chriſtianity , being there are few, ar | 


almoſt no ſccular tamilies of Chriftiey 
in'the Country. And on the other fide 
of the Globe, :in the: Weſt Indies, the 
Amtipodes ro:the Holy Land, being then 
the patrimony:-of the Prince of dark 
neſſe: thoſe parts which fare ſo Jonp 


have i: ſhining on a candleftick, while 
Feruſalem'it{clte firs mourning indatk 


which they who will attempt todepli- 


majeſtic Cate by their reaſon, ſhall find the vetl- 


fication of Scrutator 184jeft 4356 opprimetis 
gloria, oo 


that Country,which re] | 


Lt 


as we may ſay, gathered intheſe pany | 
and tranſported thither. For moſt'o|/ 


Ins, 


F.: Letthisthen be our reſt, (to-keep/us 
*Gher from finking inro diffidence of 
| Gods vigilancy over us, or from ſliding 


Ta; 


: * 45V 


into'a curious inquiſttion into his order 
of condutting us )the concluding, That 
God is wiſer, juſter, and more merci- 
fullchen we can imagine z and remain- 
ng aſſured of our being incorporated 
inthe true Church, we may an{wer all 
our perplexitics concerning it, thatGod 
hath obliged himſelte ro conſerve and \ 
propagate it ; which he muſt needs per- 

forme better then we can defigne. And 

in this conclufion let us calme alt our 

anxieties, taking this refulc of ' the 

Pſalmift as an opiate ty 2lay the fimes 

of all our diſtempers, Memer fui judicio Pal. 118. 
ram tnorum a ſwculo Domine , & conſola 5* © ave 


| | b.n mind= 
146 ſun. BOY. - 4 7 full of 
In cafes of publike conceramen's, ty judge- 


whereinthe as of Pruvilence are. ir- $6 ever I 


regular according to or known Laws lLifting,0 | 

of Gods juſtice , the. very unintelligi- -2%.and = 
Was-Com- 

bleneſſe of the order of ſuch events, fred. ©; 

Ipcaks plaine cnough to.us, Gads mea- | 

ni:g to addreſſe theſe: hand-wrizings- 

tO our £1ith, not to our reaſon, |! and'we 

wp O muſt 


Pſal, 91. 
Thy cogi- 


O Lord, 


OMme A 
ſre the 
works of 
God qoccr Lie 
ble in 
counſels 
over the 
ſonnes of 
men. = 


tations arc 


made very thunder,and lightning of Mount Singi, 
profound, was not ſet out to be ſtudied by the 
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muſt teceive them wich this admira: Þ 


tion of the Pſalmiſt, Nimis profunds 
faia ſunt cogitationss tuwe Domine ! The 


naturall reaſon of Meteors. The 
words of the tables were direRed tg 


_ their underſtandings to conceive the 
equity of them , but the forbid. 


ding the approach of any beaſt neere 
the mountaine, was left as a miſtery 
of which the people were not-to ar- 
gue the juſtice. And we are yet byt 
inalittle moceelevated ftare of illu- 
mination, wherein our reaſon cati- 
eth us to the curtaines of the tabers 


nacle, our faith is to paſſe into the | 


vette, and there to reverence that 


cloud,wherein the divine providence | 
refideth, whereof the particular ads, | 
P/al 65.5. are very often :}moſt 25 high myſte- 


rics, a5 any our religion impoſethon 


our faith, whereunto the Pſalmif | 


ſummons only our admiration, witli 
Yenite, & widete opera Dei , terribili 


in.Con{ihis ſuper filis hominam. And 
for this reaſon, when God _ | 
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 Exerhred -an ieap of dryed. 
bones, and asSked limit he thought , 
thoſe bones could .ceturn to life, he 


anfiveted wiſely, Zord thou krowefty near". 


thoogh ſuck a reanimation - ſeemed 


never ſo ithprobable ro-him, yerhe 


ſuſpended hs concluſion, and refter- 
red & to Gods dcefigne; * and provis 
dence, knowing Gods will and'-his 


| pomer to be equally ormiportent; - 


And this figate of rhe deliverance 
of the children of Iſrael from their 
captivity, 'may afford an appofite ifi« 
truction/tor your preſent condriansy. 
for though: Carholike religion ſeeme 
in England now, but a dead carcafie; 


reduced toarityed and dryed bones, 


ye when your pious ſoicicudes 16> 
ſtion yoor reaſon,whether it caricon- 
ceive how thefe cxliccared and thace- 
rated bones can be revive 4-7 your 
faich muſt anſwer as the Prophes did, 
Oar Lord knoweth , this reſtauration is 
aseafie to bim , as impoſſible to us; 
and though ' we cannot preſcribe a 


| time, yet we may ſafely perſwade &- 


very onc to be confident,chat in Gods 
O 2 fub 
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fulneſſe of time this reanimiation-i$ 
deligned. So that I may without 
preſumption; repeat to you this pro- 

Exk37-5 miſe ot the-Propher, Thus ſaith the Lord 
to theſe bones, Behold, I will cauſe breath 
$8 enter 17110 you; and you ſhall live, Iwil 
lay finews 0n you, and make fleſh grow uy: 
011y0u,; and cover you with 5kin, and put 
breath into you that you may live, andy 

Jhall know that I am the Lord, This 1 

am ſurc is proper atleaſt for a Prayer, 
which you are all obliged to make; 
the anſwer whereof we muſt cxpet 
with fidelity, and it may be your chil- 
dren may gather the fruits of the 

- prayers you plant now for them,mote 

ikely then your ſclves. But we mult 
not abate of our fervour, by the little 
apparence we ſce ofan anſwer to-olit 
Petition, for as S. Anguſtinetells us, 
It is more grace to pray refigrnedly, 
thento be heard preſently, Ir is no 
great matter to be heard; fſaich he, 

” theDevils were heard whenthey were 

ſent into the ſwine, and S&4an 0btain- 

.cd Fobs afflition, Set nor-thereforc 

.your hearts upon” any thing ſo much, 


__ 
a5 upon Gods pleaſure, to'whoem all 
the ſequence of time, is but as/a-pre- 
ſcat moment tous; ſo as all rhings 
happen in this appointed time, which 
cannot alwayes concur with ours; 
therefore I beſeech you be.nor roo: | 
urgent with ſz, quo Domine ? even in How long 
the Churches benalte, to ſucha degree pL 
as may ſavour of impatience, & haſte: 
to be ſerved, for that alwaycs diſcre- ' 
dirs the ſuitor to God, and doth not at 
all advance the ſuit. Be reſolved then, 
I beſeech you, to move God: with | 
your affiance, and reference” of -yout 
ſclvesto his time, and draw up-this. 
anſwer for all your charges in theſe 
times , Reſpowdebs exprobrantibus mibi 3/.18.42 
yerbum , quia ſperavi in ſermonibus xg 
tus. | | word to 
There js one particular conſolation 7 
: pbrai 
l may fitly ſuggeſt ro you, in order tO,me, be- 
your hoping for Gods mercy to-the car > , 
diſtreſſed Church of our Nation, which peq in ty 
1s, that no other Chriſtians have the words. 
bload of Martyrs offered by the hands . -- + © }F 
ef their brothers to.intercede and me- . Y 
diate for mercy to their nation ;/and 
X - O04 though 
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though in fome reſpeds there bemuch 


of the blood of 4belin them, as they 
are aQts of the hands of brothers, yet 
1n order tothe interceding for the pre. 
ſervation, and advance of Catholicks 
Religion, their blond ſpeaks in the 
{ame voyce of that of Chrif, itcalls 
for mercy, not revenge even upon the 
ſhedders of it. $ | 
ſhaken with an apprehenſion of the ex- 
tinguiſhment of char little light js left 
19 our nation, let your fanh anſwer 
confidently with the wite ot Manoch, If 
the Lord would have deſtroyed ws, he would 


| nt have taken of our hands ſuch holocanſts ; 


The memory of which, you ought 10 
offer up daily, not only as interpcllati- 


- ons for your owne comforts in your 


neceſſities , but even for the neceſſi- 


ties of your perſecutors, whoſe 
wants are far more important 'then 
yours. 


in this publick earthquake refer- 


[| | 20.1423 ring eo your Religion, fix your ſelves 
1/8 upon this centre of the Apoſtle, Lev uw 


holdthe confeſion of your hope —_ 


So that when you are 


Therefore in all your private | 
Ne org reſpefting your ſelves, 
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yeelding to any, violent mclancholy, ' 


. hath his matter ſoftned to his hand at mc wil © _ 
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(far he & falthfull that hath promiſed) aud 
let w conſider one another unto the prove» 
cation of charity , and when your hearts 
are inthis conformity, though you be 2 c9r.7.6. 
in the ſame Apoſtles caſe, Tour fleſh ha» 
ving n0 reft,, but ſuffering all tribulation of 
combats without, and feares within, God 
who comforts the humble ſhall com- 
fort you. | 

Accept this therfore I beſeech you 
2s a provifionall adviſe, againſt the 


even upon the moſt pious occaſions, 
for that motion is alwaics to be ſu- 
ſpeed, that propoſeth dilcompoſure 
to your ſpirits, upan any warrant ; for 
atthe beſt it is but Gods hand counter- 
feired, by bim who transfigureth bim- 
ſelfe eafily into an Ange! of light; And | 
when we admit a dejetion & conſter-' »/al.4.10. 
nation upon any incitement, the divel j" Pact. | 
leaft, to work upon. So that we muſk. | fleep and | 
in fuch tem ms repaire to Davids A | 
couch to reſt upon, concluding, i» pare Lord haft | 
In :dipſum dormiem, & requieſcem, quia © cs | 
ts Daminuc ſingulariter in ſþe conflituifth in tops. } 
7s __ O4 But 
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But 1 may with probability expe 
to be asked, whether this 'calme of 
ſpiric in all publick calamiries, and prj- 
vate vexations, imports ſo dead a ſtil- 
© nefle, as ſhall admit ot no emotion, or 
reſentment in the diftreſſes of the 
Church, the gravations of our friends, 
and all the preſſures whereunto we our 
{clves are {ubjeded ? 

To this I can readily anſwer, that 
doc not propole this Stoicall apathy , or 
inſenſibleneſle, 1a all accidents ; for 
know the paſſions of ſorrow, and fear, 
are not only inherencies in our infirm 
nature, but even injunctions, and ord 


nations of grace in many occaſions, | 


We know Chrift Feſws wept for his 


friend ; which tew drops (ſhowred 


from heaven, upon the ocean of this 
falt water, with which our earth is ſur- 


rounded) were defigned to {ſweeten, 


and {anQific thoſe waters, by the effu- 
fion of Chriſts Communion, inro ſuch 
expreſſions of our compatency, and 


ſimpathy with our brother. So that 
teares 'may, upon many occafions, ſa-' 
ver more of the grace of the ſecond: 
"2M "> . a= 


_ \ (201) 
4daw, then of the narure of the firſt; 
And for that cauſe weare councelled 


by che Apoſele To weep with them that Rom.12.x5 


weep; for our eyes doe asit were af- 
ford currents, which carry our charities 
eafilyer to their effects, then any 0- 
ther conveyances, as they ſooner infuſe” 
1credit to our affections, then our 
reaſon can ſend it by diſcourſe. For as 
thy are ſenſible pledges of our com- 
munion with our-acighbour in his grie- 
vance,, they give him the readieſt ſe- 
curicy of our loves ; and ſo this 


water above the nature of all other, 


cetaineth and expoſcth the impreſſion, 


and ſignature of what is impreſs'd up- 


onit, whichis our charity, and ſo our. 
reares are faken by our neighbours 
as ſeales of our fraternall dileQioa. 
With good reaſon then in publicke 
exigencies , and in private occafions- 
ofjuſt lamentarions, ſuch ſenſible ex- 
preſfions of gur cenfociation, and'con-. 
cernment in the cauſe, are often requi-- 
fite, for the cfficacie of our charity ad- 
drefſed to others. Foras Saint Gregory 
laith, No body cap conſulate a monrner _ 


% mm” > = 
__ #oh net ſhow fare concordancy whichhi| a 
 vinde , and our heart muſt be fid|; 


ſoftened, that ir may be congruows y| , f 


the intcndred heart of the afflicted, and 
thus faſten it ſelfe ro the neceſlityiti 
to work upon. Iron 1s beſt conjoyned 


to Iron it they be both melced toge | ; 
ther in ene fire. The apparence then| { 


of this fimpathy is often manifeſtly 


neceſſary for the rendering our office bþ 


of charity bencficiall. Wherefore $, 
Paxl doch often leave the print of his 
tearcs upon: his epiſtles, as the beſt 


ſcales of his cordiall dile&ion. And | * 


thoſe paſſions of greef,and feare which 


Chrift was plcaſed voluntarily to raiſe | þ, 


in the inferiour part of his mind(which 


paſhons yet never went higher then | jj 


his reaſon aimed them) were all inten+ 
ded, taconſolate- us in our paſhons, to 
qualific and: mitigate our ſenſe ofthe 
_inftrmity of ours, and to propoſe to us; 
an endevour of moderating the inot- 
dinatnefle thereof, that we may accots 


ding to his conncel, aim at 2 fimilitude | 


of thatholincfle, to which we cannot 
pra; Ranequality; and his precept im» 
porecth no further duty. And 


ad » 


| 1b of your aſcenſious 


| adcharity 
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iſhed when: Chrif confelied:; wha 
bs foule w45 froubled, he bath alloweth Fob.i2.:7 


and inftruteth our troubled -foules;, 


ul hich uſes S. Avgnſfiize doth excel 
larly derive from theſe words,addref- 


og himſclte to Chriſt, and-ſaying, Lord 


'| command wy ſoulc to follow , but i ſee 


G ſoule troubled. What foundation ſhall 
lfeck, if the rock it felfe frnlk ? But I per- 
ltive your mifericordiouſne(ſe, O Lord ; for 
ju are troubled by the cletfrow of love 
18 conſolate, 414 ſupport the in- 
fre , from bending towards deſperation. . 
To this end our hcad took upon him 

the ſenſes and affeRions of his mem- 
bers, and as he doth excite us to high 
airings, he doth ſympathize with us 
nlow imbecilitics. So'we may" ſup». 


| poſe Chrif, as he doth, ſpeaking thus 


mto us, Tow have heard the woice of my 
fwiirude callmmg to you, and you have heard 
the voice of your owne infirmity ſpeaking in 
me; 1 minifter force that you way run, ver 
tie I retard oy excuſe you from making 


bite but owning your 11midity, 1 levelt the. 


colleQed, thar's 
' moderate 


. Hence is elcerly 


Toh 20. 


a” 


_ complycd with both theſe dutics the 


moved, left he might offend by an exceſQ 


. (204) =: 
moderate gricte delivered in deter} 
expreſſions, and proportioned to th f#r” 
importance of either publike or pj did 
vare Occaſions, is not onely alwayg <1 
pertinent, bur very oftcn meritorious ;he 
and'S. Gregory ſheweth, how holy Jl '* 


grieving, and not tranſgreſſing ; Bleſd 
Fob kept his Mind in an excellent equaliy,| 
that he might neither ſeeme inſenſible if} 
the hard of penn 1d nor incenſed «| 
ainſt the judgement of hw ſufferings,| 
Rherefare by had ji all 2, ge 
and hs children, it is (aid, he roſe, andtn} © 
his garments, ſhaved hu head, and falling} *. 
totbe ground he adored. His redo 
robe, and his ſhaving , and falling to it 
ground , declared that he was ſenſible 
of the paines , and what is joyned, that 
adcred,manifefleth that in all his ſorrow it 
did not ſeek to reclaime or retrat? the judet: 
ment of his ſemtencer. Therefore he was | 


of reſentment, nor unmoved left he might 
feeme 30 ſlight the corretfor by inſenſobltt 
neſſe. But as there are two precepts of chk 
rity; the lyve of God , and the love of W 
——— neighbew, 


. Bok 
Y b 


ays 


,whercin is the good odour of all offe+ ug wi 
-rings. For inthis feeling of our owne m_—_ 
| "ſripes, and-<ur fellow-tecling of 'the 1, 


(65)\ 


veighbiur, 10 the end that he might per- 
> thi forme the dile ion of his 'neighbour , he 


did exhibit mourning, ani ſorrow for his 
thildren ; and leſt he mightereſpaſſe againſt 
the love of God , even among his fighs he 
rendred his adoration ; and as he fellunder 
the blow, ſo he adored in the fall, and thus 
compleated the offices of a ſon of man; and 4 
child of God. ERS 


' Surely theſe words of S. Gregory 
doe fully regulatc your caſe, that you 


may ſorrow and grieve .in order tothe 
expreſſing a ſenſe of your chaftiſe- 
ments, and paying the dury of frater- 
nall charity. Burt you muſt - alwaycs 
Joyne the worſhipping: of God, by an 
humble and cheerful conformity :0& his 
finall defignecs, even upon the publick, 
a5 well as upon your perſonall fenten- 
ces. And bcing'(ctlcd in this diſpofiti- 
-on you are'in that ſtate in which the Þ/al.65. 
Pſalwiſts heart was ſerled , when he My,ouk 


: 6 Xx x 
ſaid, Locatureſt os meuns in tribul, ken in may 


mes,” holocauſts medullata: offcram ibis "ibulati- 


4 On, holo- 


ſtripes 


I £87.7.10 being, A ſorrow according f0God, which 
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—__ of others, and our ſacrificitg of | 


both to the love of God, we fulfill th 
. ewoprecepts of love, which contaig 
diſcharges of all the reft. 


Now we have admitted ſorroy,| | 


with fuch due reſtrictions as thc Apofh 
alloweth it comriburary to ſalvation 


worketh pennance unto ſalvatios ; thereiy 
another queſtion, very odvious intheſe 
conjun@ures, which requuert a (oli 
retolution, as, how farrc we are oblþ 
ged to conform our wills to the dects 
red wil of God in publike judgements, 
and in cafes of the prevalence of injy 
ſtice, and violence over right and eque 
ty * This caſc is thus regulated in Dj: 
vinity ; We know the W1ll is,or ought 
to be carrycd to the objec thereof, ac- 
cording to whar is propoied byReafon, 
and it hapneth often, that the ſame 
thing may be diverfly conſidered by 
on $ ſo that which in tome reſpet 
1s. good, itt another may be i!} , thent- 
fore when our will defirech any thing, 
25-it hathrthe nature of gond,our defite 


defireth 


of 
th 


W, 
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the nature of particular goods, which 
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defireth the contrary in che ſame thing, 
25 it hath in his ſcnſe the nature of a - 


is | good, that oppoſite Will is alſo good 


and approvable. As the will of a Judge 
s juſt , when he voccth the death of 4 
Malefactor ; and the defire ofthe wite, 
or ton of the condemned, which oppo- 
ſeth the other, as they apprehend the 
husbands life -under che notion of a 
good, is alſo lawtyll and vertuons. The 
Fadge governcth his will by the com- 
mon g-0d of Fuſtice, and rhe wife by 
the private of her family, and fo both 
their wills are ordered retpeRively to 
their ſeveral reaſons, Now ti is the 
good of the whole Ulaiverſe,thar is pri- 
marily in the apprehenfion and concep- 
tion of God, who is the Maker, P:eſfcr- 
ver, and Ruker thereof , whereupon all 
that he willeth is in order to the com- 


mon good, which is his own goodnefle, 


and that is it which is the good of the 
Univerſe : Bur the nature of the. crew- 
ture is to apprehend good as it is par-" 
ticular, and proportionme- to her na+ 
ture, and there are matters which have 


doe 


(208) | 
docnot hold foin an univerſal reſpeg; 
and the fame holdeth convertibly, 


Whcreby it comes :o paſſe, that ſome | 


will is good,dcfiring a thing in order ts 
a particular good, which God doth not 
will, becauſe man. wiſherh according 
to the light he hath, and his owne ap- 
prehenfion , which cannot exten to 
the diſcernment how the particular 
he wiſheth, concordeth , or diſcordeth 
wich the univerſall benefit which heis 
obliged to prefer, as far as he is infor- 
med onely : So that to conſtitute re- 
Rifyed will,inthe defire of a particular 
good, the private may be wiſhed mate- 
rially, but che common and. divine 
good muſt be intended formally., that 
is, the thing we defire,may be affeRcd 


as the matter of ir is a good to us; and. 


the end of our affeQing 1t muſt be as 
we Conceive it good and agreeable,to 
the common order of God upon the 
world. | 
Thereforethe wil of man is obliged; 
to be contormable to thar of God, in 
the thing he wiſherh,/in this reſpe@, of 
referring it to the fulfilling of mac 
verla 
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| verſall defigne of his Creatonr - But he 
is not commanded te annex his will to 


every particular matter wherein Gods 
will is declared, becauſe he is not in-_ 
formed how that ſpecial courſe condu- 
ccthto the common good , ſoas he 
may wiſh the accompliſhmentot Gods 
purpoſes, by thoſe wayes, notiffed to 
his reaſon to be moſt equitable and 
conſonant co the divine goodnefſe, And 
becauſe we cannot judge how the ruine 
of a good cauſe, doth contribure to the 
common good, we may well diſſent in 
that particular matter, and yet ſtill re- 
maine refigned to the Univerſall Pro- 
vidence. In this order many of the 
Saints have deprecated even Gods re- 
vealed jadgementsto rhem,as Abraham 
inthe caſe of Sgdome, and ir-is evident, 
and irequent in all the Prophers, when 
they appeal from Gods ſeverity decla- 
red, to his mercy which they ſoliciced ; 
& ſome ſo vehemently even'afrer ma- 
ny prohibitions, as God is faine to fi- 
lence them ;- as Samuel in the caſe of 
Saul, and Feremy in the behalte of the 
captived people,and many the like ma- 
bg P terial 


(210 ) | 
ceriall inconformities we find in tht 


Saints. But this kind of diſcrepancys| 


better called a Velleity, or wiſhing tha 
Gods order were otherwiſe, then 
diſſenting from it: and this incomplae 
concurrence with the Divine will, is dil 
penſed with in this our 1imperte light, 
which we receive but through a din 
glafſe ; and till we come to beaboye 
all fenie of ſorrow, we ſhall neyerbe 
exempted from a defective perſpeGian 
through the cauſes of all calamitiesn 
this world: and {othere 1s no more con 
formity exacted of us, then theres i 
luminatioa imparted. The bleſſed, why 
{ce many preſent acts, and the ſequet- 
ces of the Divine providence, in that 
light which ſhoweth all ſatisfaciona 
firſt ſight, have their wills as intitely 
united, as their underſtandings con 
ſuminately informed ; Wherefore i 
we have arctifide ſenſe of the de 
fefive adherence of out wills to God, 


even that reſentment may be very ſup | 


plymentall rothe deficiency of qur pts 


—_ 


ſent condition. Hank: 


It ſeemes cleere therefore. chat [ 
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all common calamities, wherein the 
violations of juſtice are manifeſt, our 

wills may ſafelyer be, as I have cyplai- 

ned , unconformable to Gods will de- 
clared in thoſe grievances, {remaining 

in a confeſfion of our incapacity , 

to conceive the teference they have 

to his glory) then our wills may be 
concurrent with Gous, moved by the 
preſumprioh of our underftanding, up- 

onthe concluding it {clte rationally ſa- 

tified with che cauſes of ſuch events, 

For this adherence is upon a worſe 
ground, then the other ſuſpenſion, in 

regard it reſteth upon Reaſon more 

then upon Faith. So they who are 
conformed to Gods pleaſures, as they 

ſuppoſe themſelves informed of the 

y. 8 of them, may be betrcr ſaid to 

adhere to cheir own ſufficiency, thento p/; ;.x; 
Gods ſentence, Theretore inall temp- Thy : 
tations of inſpe&ion, and prying into 5% 


1s become 


the cauſes of various ſucceſſes, let us marvail- 


quickly break off all ſach conſults , 925 0 me, 

with this of the Pſalmiſt; Mirabilis ftthe grox and 

eſt ſcientls tua ex mt, confortara eſt & nop | cannor 

porere adeamy and {a ſuch a diſpoſition © © 
WA P 2 cven 
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even our ſorrow may be acceptable; 
when our {elf- tufficiency on the other 
fide is much more unconformable to 
the will God, though it produce an 
acquieſcence to the preſent occurren- 
cies. We ought then with great care 
and vigilancy to oppoſe this propen- 
ſion in our nature, to retrive ſatisfaRo- 
ry cauſes in all our croſſes and exigen- 
cies. For this is a crooked line from 
che firſt point, and ſo diſtorts our 
thoughts the more,the farther they are 
extended in it. 

Ailltheſe premifſes well weighed, 
will afford usclearly this concluſion, 
that jn publick adverſities, and private 
affli&ions, our will may ſeem to differ 
fro Gods,in the matter of preſent cals 
miries, as in the prevailing of injuftice, 
or the detriments we ſuffer by our ene- 
mies, ſo our wills be conjoyned with 


. the divine will, in the reaſon of out} 


defiring what we doe, that-is, whet 
we wiſh that difference, only, as we 
conceive it more conducent to God 
glory. And ſothe very riſe of our dl 


cordancy, is from the ſtock of a find 
hs C007 
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conformity z and in this diſpoſition of 7er-17.4* | 
our infirme nature, we may ſay wit 


the Prophet, 
rence, Et ego non ſum turbatws, & diem 
hominis non defideravi tu ſci, 


in all our imperfe& adhe- 


When 


I am net 
troubled, 
and the 
daics of 
man I 
have not 


our deſires are not referd to any hu- _ : 
man projects, bur direed to the Vai- Ff 
verfall accompliſhment of Gods or- 
ders, they fall not under the notion of 7. juſt 
deſiring the daies of man, but of God. ſhall ce 
And. fo Iwill pertinently, as I con- 
ccive, cloſe up this point with the Pſal- 
miſt, who after having given much 
councell, and conſolation to the af- 
flited, makerh up, and ſealeth all with 
Videbunt juſti, & letabuntur, & onnis 
_— opilabit os ſuum, quis ſapiens or 


Domini ? 


 Cuſtediet bac ? &r intelliget miſcricordias 


Pſal.1c6. 


and ſhall. 
rejoyce 
2421 ink 
quity ſhall. 
ſtop her 
mouth, 
who is 
Wiſe and 
will keep 
theſe 
things,and 
will un- 
d:rfand 
tie mer- 
Cies of our 
Lord ? 
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Crnay. IX. 


Adviſes of the reaiyeſt way to con{olation 
" in all affliftions. 


V T Hen Chriſt Feſws was much 


leſſe beleeved, then he is now 

by you, and did but command blind 

| Marc, 10. Bartimens to be called ro him 5 they 
| | | Wis who were ſent for him , adviſed him 
LI to be of good comfort, only upon this 


taking butnotice of him, had been 
ficient fecyrity even for the miracle he 


bringiag you a more conſolatory mel- 


which is ſpecified in this voice of Chrif 
Mzt.1t. addreſſed to you, Come ye to me all that 
iy labour, and are burtheyed, and 1 will rt- 


ſhall find reſt to your ſoules. If the blind 
man 


__ —_—— —_—y A @ th OOO Y i. 


"me, as COP 
uf- | 


wanted, May not I then very juſtly | 
counſell you, to rake comfort , and | 


ſage, which containeth no: only a call, | 
but a contract for your reliefes, the | 


freſh you ; take my yoke upon you, and you | 
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manthen caſt off his garment, & came 
leaping to his ſingle call, you may well 

off all coverings of darknefle and 
diſconſolation from your hearts, and 


come cheerfully nor onely to this vo- 


cation, but to this covenanr,which is as a 
counter-ſecurity given you by God, 
to ſave you harmleſle in all your en- 
gagements in the three Covenants of 
{ufferance, wherein I have ſhewcd you 
your obligations. For here is reſt to 
your ſoules paſſed by contract to you, 
by the word of Truth it (elite , & when 
you are poſſeſſed of this peace, and 
caſe of your hearts, they ſhall feele 
the retrenchment of your worldly ac- 
commodations, little more, then our , 
badies doe the abſciflion of ſome ex- 
creſcent portions : For faithfull hearts 
areas little damniftied by any fuch re- 
ſcinding or diminution of the conveni- 
encies of this life, as bodies by lofle of 
haire, Therefore as the remedy of all, 
conſiſts in the aſſecution of rhis pro- 
miſe of Chriſt, ſo the onely meanes of 
compaſling ir, is the reſorting to him 
for it, in that manner preſcribed by his 
P 4 call 
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call, you may all rhink your ſclves no? 
minared in this Proclamation of gracey, 

as you arequalified with the conditions 

ſpecified, of being in labour and under 
burchens; and yer you may caſily mis- 

' ſtake, what loads you are called tg 
bring firſt to be diſcharged of, your 
temporall gravations that lye upon 
you, may goe neere to haſten you too 
much', in your ſtarting forward into 
this courſe of reliete, without Jooking 
our,and laying uppermoſt that burthen_ 
which muſt be firſt removed , before 
you can hope for this lightning and ex- 
oneration which is propoſed unto you, 
And indced theſe times, without a par- 

ticular prevention by the grace of 
God,are likely to tempt many,to come 
ro Chriſt with their firſ:. ſuit, as he did 
inthe Goſpel, that came with his firſt 
motion of complaining on his brothers 
detention of his inheritance , and defi- 
ring Chriſt to right him in that oppreſ- 
fion; this was. the heavieſt burchen 

- whereof he was ſcnfible, of ſome un- 

juſt ſequeſtration lying upon him, But we 

know Chriſts anſwer clecreth this caſe 
eo 


— 


_ 
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tous, that his call doth not ſurnmon 
ſuch preſſures to come in for eaſe in 
the firſt place. The greedy man who 
had conſtituted Chriſt for his temporall 


' Judge, made himſelte a Delinquent, in 


what he was a Judge of, and found him 
no Judge!, in what he would have had 
him once. And ſo ſhall all thoſe, who 


* come to Chriſt to commence their firſt 


ſuit about any temporall damages, find 
this plea gaſt out rather then admucred, 
and their burthens will but grow-the 
heavier, by this earneſtnefle ro be dif- 
charged of them ,; they will be bur like 
weights taken off from their backs,and 
laid upon their heads, where they will 
moreannoy them. fs) 
It moſt importeth usthen to be right- 
ly reſolved, of what hurthen we oughe 
firſt to ſeek our diſcharge; for it is one 
of ſo ſtrange a nature, as the increaſe 
ofthe weight diminiſheth alwayes the 
teeling and ſenfibleneile of the carry- 
er. And this-inſenfibleneſle; as it aug- 
mentceth, doth likewiſe aggravate the 
weight, ſo as there is a great: perill, ro 
leavenever ſo little of this matter, that 
| ; : hideth 


| \ (arÞ) 
hideth it ſelfe by the ſame degreegh 
hcightens inus. Theſe qualities are 
little ſorrable to the temporal burthey 
of croſlcs and afflitions, as they canng 
be conceived to be the grievances w 
muſt firſt complain of. Nothing but fy 
is: to be found counter-marked with 
theſe notes upon ir. That then is the 
burthen you are firſt adviſed to bri 
m to be delivered of;this weight which 
the world commonly, laboureth and 
{weareth moſt to charge it ſelfe with, 
and yet it is truly ſo ſtrangely onerous, 
as even Godand Man Chri/t Feſaus, did 
-- {wear blood under the weight thereof, 
| alrhough he: carryed but the lighter 
halfe of it, the paine onely, nor the pol- 
lution. This is then the firſt oneration, 
whereof you muſt intend the demitſon 
and deliverance. For they who begin 
with calling ts Chriſt tor alleviation of 


tranſpoſe cheir loads upon their ene 


animoſity before all the reſt in cher 
Petitions, doe (me thinks) as if the Lt 


remporall burthens , or ſolicite him to 


mies, ſerring theſe articles of caſe and 


—prr'im che Goſpel ſhould have ſued to | 
- Cbrif, | 


| Ple, that the firſt cxoneration we muſt 


. (219) 
chriff, to have given him clathes to ca-- 
ver him onely.. For when we have the 
uncleannefſe of any foule finne upon us, 
to intend any thing, before the delive- 
rie from that , is bur to beg a covering, 
or palliation of our diftreſſe. And we 
know, temporall commodities doe of- 
ten hide and clothe the leprofie of fin, 
but ſeldome contribute to the emun- 
cation;and they who lift up their hands 
inthe firſt place, ro draw down venge- 
ance, even from him to whom it be- 
longeth, doe (me thinks) as if therob- 
bed and wounded Traveller in S. Lake, 
ſhould have defired the. good Samariten 
to have followed the theeves to appre- 
hend them, and deliverthem to juſtice, 
before he had thought of drefling his 
owne wound , it is but ſuch prepoſte-' 
rous application, to purſue even Gods 
enemies, while we have our own fins 
crying our, and endangering our ſouls, 

and crying for revenge againſt us, un- 

derthe ſame notion we proſecute our: 
eniemies. 
We muſt all then reraine this prinei- 


de-. 
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deſignc, is; to be this of the burthenyf 
our finnes $ and when we are deliyere 
from them, our crofles will prove ra 
ther our carriages then our burtheng, 
for as death is formidable in this fac} 
and aſpe& of the wages of finne, (and 
that countenance may juſtly fright us) 
but when we look upon it as a debt on. 
ly, we muſt pay nature before we ca | 

fle to eternall life; in this view, it ſee. 


meth rather officious, rhen offenſivety 


vs; in like manner, when qur afflictions } 


and crofles are charged upon us as wa- 
ges of our iniquities, ſtill growing in us, 
aS inthe caſes of Pharaoh,ind Antioch, 
then they have an intollerable heavi- 


nefſe in them, but when they are con- | 
ſidered bur as fees and duties we muſt | 
- Pay in our paſſage through this miſe- | 
rable lite, unto a blisfull perperuity,and ; 


that all the S«inrs have paid themin 
their pi/grimage, then they appear ra” 
ther ſerviceable then formidable unto. 
us: So hereupon I may ſay, that when, 


a 


our finnes are heaped and accumur 
lated on our croſles , prefling: and hol- 
dingthem upon us, then the charge 
iS unſufferably grievous ; but when out 


; 


(321), 
ſufferings are impoſed and charged 
upon our ſinnes, and that they preſſe 
our faults ſo hard upon our conlcien- 
ces, as the preſſure of our offences 
groweth intolerable, and fo forceth us 


| <ro come creeping humbly under our 


leadc, to this promiſe of relecte which 
Chriſt exhibiterh ro all ſuch labourers, 
and loaded fſoules, then our affliction 
proveth an happy ſurcharge, that hath 
ſunke through. our hearts, chart other 
ſad portage of our finnes, which before 
peradyenture did not diſeaſe us, and 
then the heavineſſe of our croſſes which 
remaineth, will comparatively. with 
the other we are relcaſed of, ſeeme ve- 
ry eafie, and portable ; as one that 
ſhould riſe from being bedrid with the 
Paljie , or Sciatica, atcer he were cured, 
would find a lictle charge to carry his 
blankets upon his back. - There is ſuch 
an analogy, berween the weight of 
finne and of ſufferance, - as between 
theſe. two different heavineſſes , And 
ſure the Paralitike, who went back 
charged with his bed upon him, found 
lefle heavineſſe,, then when [he 'was | 
caryed upon his bed. So when at- 
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fliRion, that we finde hath partly cog 
tributed to our ſpiricuall riſing , and 
recovering out of our bed-rid habiy | 2! 
of finne, remaincth upon us, wecary | PE 
it ſo lightly, as we handle it ratherasz | ® 
benefit then a burthen. Then we fing | 
ſenſibly, rhe verity of this aſſertion, of a 
Mat.n.zo Fugum mem ſueveeſt, cr onus meum lens, | © 
Myyoke When we have found reſt tor ow | ** 
and my foules, all other agitations are but (a 
burthcn the Prophet (aith) powring us out from 


y 
fi 

pg veſicll into veſlcl}, to purge us,of out 
4 

| 

( 


11. | dregs, and faces which we ſhould 
ſettle in againe it may be, if we werelet 
ſtand. 

And to evidence this principlethat 

we muſt firſt begin our addrefles to 

God with the Prodigals Pater peccawi, 

before we ſue for caſting off our rags, 

and being apparelled with conveniens 

cies, we may confider, how God doth 

Not account himſelte ſo much as ſpo- 
ken-to by us even in all our clamouns, 

7eem, btill, as the Prophes faith, the cloud 

Thres, Þexemoved that intercepted our prayet 
from paſſing, For David affirmeth this 
expcrience, ſaying, Beranſe I held my 

peace 


ttc 


82, = ow 5 ED 


if 


w fQ-. TIX a = 


(223) 


peace my bones are 45. i1 were waxen old, 


while 1 cryed ellthe day. $0 as you fee, 
all D«vids chamours are but. as dum» 
neſſe to the cares of God, fo long as 
bis /finne ſleeperh within his breſt, 
though his throat grow hoarſe, he 
doth but as it were ftram tocry our un» 
der water, while his iniquiry like wa-” 
ters are gone over his head. Hereby, 
we ſec, that all vocifcration while our 
finnes are quiet and tacent in our af- 
fections, 15 no more audible, then ſi» 


| lence 1 and on the contrary, we may 


note that God'accounted Moſesto have 
made a loud exclamation, when . we 
finde he was ftlent ; his heart being not 
obſtructed with finne, urtereda voice 
which penetrated the heavens while = 
his _ had no part inthe convey- 


ance of it. And Moſes removed the £09.14. 


whole red Sea, more eaſily with this 


fence, then. Dovid could draw back »/z.3. 


thoſe few. drops of | iniquity, he had 
drunk in; all the ejaculartions of his 
voyce did not pierce thecloud, untill 
his fighes had broken chroygh ir, and 
_ alter his heart had once ſtrucke 
upon 


” ee 
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upon that key of confeſſion of his fin; 
in this gote of 1 have made my ſin known 
wn10 thee,and mine imquity I have not hid, 
then every whiſper of his ro God is ay- 
dible, for we finde him proteſſing this 


pſal.zs. Alſo, In quacung, die invocavero te, rey 


Io. cognovi quia Deus mens es.SO as here we 


—_— ſee the divers effects of Prayer, while 


I ſhall in- our fins cry the louder for our filencing | 
vocate  them,no other vociferation is made bu | 


thee, lo I ; : 
have Cheirs, which we do noturrer ; & when 


known they have firſt lifted up. their voice, 
that thou 
army Chrough the organ of our volunary 
God. proclamation of them,and a forrowfil 
invocation of mercy, then every brea- 


thing , and (malleft inſpiration of out 


ſouls in prayer , is a tone loud enough | 


toreach heaven. Then as David ayou- 
cheth, we ſhall find him our God artall 


houres we ſeek him, and diſcern the} 


reaſons, why we are then heard, and 
why we were not beforc regatded; 
which are theſe two David givethus, 
of the firſt he ſaich, 1f1 have beheldini- 
wity 18 my hears, our Lord will not heart; 
and of this other, in caſe of having 
purged this impurity by our penitence, 
ON 
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Dar Lord i neerets all that inwocate him ing Pſal.6s5. 
truth, he will dre the will of all them that 

eare him, and he will heare their prayer, 

and [ave them. 

Whereupon we may obſerve, that 

the Prophets in all publique calamities, 

did exhort the people in rhe firſt pac 

to purifie their hearts and their hands), 

by a diſcharge of cheir ſfinnes, before \ 

they preſumed to lift them up to hea- 

ven for recetts of temporall degravati- 

ons. For when the people wonder that 

their Faſts and Humiliations are not 
regarded, the Evangelical Prophet Eſay xſag 58.3- 
dilabuſceh chem 1m that point, and in- 
formerh them , why taeir offcrings 
were ſo unſavoury, becauſe God (melt 
their owne wils in them,thart is the de- 
liverance from thoſe ſecular preſſures 
thatlay upon them, not the'demiſſion 
of thoie {piritaal burthens which were 
inherent in them. Wherefore the Pro- 
phet ordereth them, to begin by diffol- 
ving the bands of impicty, and looſca- 
in2 the buniles that over-load. When 
they have exonerated themſelves of 
thoſe weights which are offenfive to 


Q_ God, 


Fer. 15.9. 


Dan.2.33-. 
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God, then their owne ſpirituall light 
ning and refreſhment follows in a due 
order and proceſſion. God telleth the 
diſtreſſed people by the Prophet Fer. 
1»y, If thou wilt ſeparate the precioxe thing 
from the wile , thos ſhalt be as my mouth, 


and when we come to be as Gods 


mouth, there is no feare of our bei 


not heard by him, but while our | 


mourhs are liker the feet then the head 
of the Staruain Daniels Viſion, conſiſting 
of iron, and clay, and not of gold, that 
is, while either revenge againſt oure- 
nemies , or reparation in our earthly 
datamages, take upthe firſt places in 
our prayers, and not the purer ore of 
charity towards God and our neigh- 
bour, this ſordid compoſure of our pe- 
tiriors, doth not anſwer thar ſeparat- 


on, which God conditionerh for an ad- | 
mirtance to ſnch a neereneſle as ſeci | 


reth our audiency. 


'S. Chryſoftome remarketh , that the | 


holy Magdalene was the firſt that came 
to Chriſt to ſeek pardon and grace; 0 
thers ſought health and. ſenfible ſol 
cesin their firſt addreſſes, bur ſheew 

in 


» 
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excellent inftraction, Tonat cherwo feet 24ers 


_ rant of the beloved Apofle, Si cor no- God. 
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if her firſt choice , elected the beſt 
part, and upon her kiſſing of our $ev3- 
7s feer, one of the Fathers raiſerh an ».7errus 


of Chrift, doe myſtically fignific Mer- 

cy and Judgment, both which muſt be © 
kiſſed in order, for the fixing upon the 
onealone, may produce a temeratious 

ſecur ty, and on the other fingle, may 

ſuggeſt a timerous deſpaire, And in 
conformity to this mechod, I may pro- 

poſe to you ſuch another in your pray. 

ers, to lay them alwayes firſt a: the 

feer of Chrift, before you raiſe them up 

to hrs hands; thar 1s, to dire your re- 

queſts firſt to the purtut of mercy, and 
remifion of your finnes, before you 

commir to them the ſoliciring of any 

other ſolace, or benefit ; and when 

your prayers have aſcended by theſe 

regular gradations to the hands of r E2.s. 
Chrift, having firſt opened your hear:s yu EY 
in a lincere confefſiun of your finnes, hear: doe 
you way with far more confidence ex- po re 
pet rhe opening of his hands, in an(+ ,. have 
wer to your neceſſities , by this war- confidence 


92 ſlrum 
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ſftrum non reprehenderit , nos fiduciamhs 
bemws ad Deum. This is then the farſt at; 
rention, whereunto we muſt addict our 
minds in all emergencics of publike or 
peculiar calamities, to purge our ſoules 


paſt, and by a protound ſorrow forall 
our faulty ations, or fraile omifhons, 


_ cleanſing of our hearts, before we pro- 


hand embracing and cheriſhing ol 
hearts, with the delicious promiles 0 
eternall reſt and ſtability. El 
This is then the ſoundeſt advilel 

| can preſent you, reſpecting your yl 


we muſt firſt ſue for the waſhing and | 


by a faithfull perquifition of our lives | 


, 


polc to God the wiping away theteats | 
from our eyes; and in this order we} 
may hope to atraine to that ſafe po- | 
ſture, wherein rhe Spouſe proclaimes | 
cant. 8.3. her ſecurity, having Chriſts left hand| 
undcr our head,and nis right hand em-| 
bracing us, that is , by S. Gregories ex'| 
poſition , ro have his lett hana holding} 
aad ſuſtaining our head , ſoasto pre} 
ſervethar from growing dizzie or col} 

; fuſed in all the agi ations and circum: | 
volutions of this world, and his right} 
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dycſt conſolation, tointend primarily 
the caſting out of every {mall mote 
out of thar eye, (which our Saw/gur 
meaneth, when he ſaith, If it be ſimple 
the whole body ſhall be lightſome) befim 
you ſue tor the caſting ott thoſe beams, 
which may chance co lye heavier up- 
on your carnall eyes, then the o;her ; 

for ſenfible afflit:ons doe commonly 
weigh more in our degenerated _— 
then ſpirituall onerarions , and yet 

there is truly ſo much difference be- 
tween theſe two burthens,as they who 
are diſcharged of the malig onity of the 
laſt , feele little the gravity ; ofthe” for- 


Luk \£ of 
34+ 


mer; and they who remaine charged 


with their fins, and have thcir ſutfcr- 
ings ſequeſtred upon.their Pctition,are 
to be feared as ſunk intro thar depth of 
Gods diſpleaſure, where they are nee- 
rer ſtupetaction then degravartion; for 
it may be God taketh off his band, in 
the ſenſe he ſaid to the Prophet Eſay, 


Why ſhould-T ftrike you any more? This #ſ 5. 


releaſe is the unhappieſt of all impoſiti- 
ons, Let none then account rhem- 
(elves gratified by the relaxation. of 


Q 19 rheir 


—_  f{nzo) 
their fenfible taxes , while they are 


conſcious of any groſſe immundicie, 
which the waters ot aftiion have bur 


run over, and not removed ; for in that 
caſe, what is left is the miſcry, and 
what is taken oft was the mercy mif- 
underſtood. [: 24034 

But rhough we oughtnotto recurre 
to Chriſts promite of cafe and refe&i- 
on, aſhgning ir fiſt to the redreſſe of 


our temporall grievances, yet ſubor. | 


dinately we may hope for their allevi. 
ation. And certainly we ſhall finde, 
though not an immediare, yet a conſe- 
quent deliverance from their incom. 


modiries, for all weights are caſle, or | 


grievous, by the proportions of 
ſtrength, and ability are found in the 
bearer, ſo that to adde fuch a degree 
of force and capacity as may makea 
great maſſe, an cafic carriage may be 
trucly ſaid to be a lightning and dil- 


chargirg of the bearer. And inthis 


manner, we are alwaies relaxed in our 
ſufferings, when we are disburthend of 
our fins ; for Chriſt gives alwayes upon 
our caſting off our crimes,a progonmee 
| 0 
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of ſtrength , commenſurate to that 
weight we are to bearc 11 all ſorts of 
tentations, ſoas being furniſhed with 
this ability, adequate to qur charge, 
we may well be cancluded eaſed, by 
this extenuation of our burthens ; fax 
| | beingthusentred into Chriffs yoke, we 
, | findethatgentle, and our carjage very 
| portable : God dorh then giye vercue, 
and yexation concomitantly. as the 
| Apoſtle affirmeth, God # faithful, who wcy.rg.ts 
, | will not ſuffer youto be tempted above what _ 
you are able, but will make alſo with tempta- 
tion, iſſue, that you may be able to ſuſtein, 
Sq that I may ſately promile in Chriſt 
name, what” he did to his Diſciples, 
| when they were entering int the lifts 
| of perſecytions,that all theſe ſigns ſhal 
| followallthoſe , who dointirely ftrip 
| anddeyeſt themſclves of the prefſyres 
and incumbrances of their conſgignce, 
They ſhall take ſerpents in their hands with- Mar6.27 
04 offeues , aud $baygh they drink poiſen it 
ſhall ngt hr; them, though rhey remajn 
incircled withche rhoras and ſtings gf 
allligion,they ſhall not feelc any noxi- _ 
| QUs ſharpaeſle,or alperity inthep, and 
Q4 they 
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they ſhall drink ofthe cup of ſorrow: 
without any averſion, or nauſeoul- 
neſſe, bur ſhall rather cheerfully 
pledge Chriſt in ir, ſaying in conformi- 
ty to him, ſhall not we drink of the Cu 


whichour Head hath given us ? And this | 


cup which the Pſalmift calleth the Wine 


Pro, 27.7e 


of compunttion, ſhall then have a much 
better reliſhrhen thar of Babylon, which 


we have eaſcd our hearts of. For as | 


the Holy ſpirit ſaith, A ſoule that hunge- 
reth taketh all Litterneſſe for ſweet, and 
ſuch toules G#4riſ# calleth bleſled in 


their hungering, and thirſting , and | 
yours, after this pious motion, and | 


cxerciſe, in reſorting ro this call of 


Chriſt, and unloading themſc]ves, of 


all their ſpirituall oncrations, will cer- 
tainly get this good appetite, which 


our Saviour Calls a bleſſed hunger, and | 


ſhall be ſatisfied with preſent peace, 
and tranquility of ſpirit, and an hope- 
ful expeRation in a future Þleſſedneſle; 


The ſooner then, and the ſharplyer | 


we deplore our finnes, the readier and 
ereater deduRtion we make from all 
our other {orrows, according to the 

ST aſſertion 


ky 


'(n33) 


aſſertion of the Apoſtle, The ſorrow that'»car.;. 
i according to God, worketh pennance unto "© 


ſalvation, #hat is ſtable. Ulpon which 
words S, Chryſoftome ſaith excellent-= 
ly, ſorrow i given us not to grieve for any 


' thing wecannat remedy, and fo it is onel 


a receipt for the cure of finne, for it 


augmenteth all other evills whercunto- 


itis applyed, and recovereth us onel 


_ outofthart exrremeſt of all miſchiefs. 


Therefore ſorrow was onely made for 
finne, out of which it was firſt extra- 


ed, and ſo like a moath corrodeth. 


and conſumeth the matter that produ- 
cedir. And this holy corroſive, is fo 
powerfull,as it will eat away not onely 
all the dead ficſh whereunto it is appli- 
ed, but even take our, and obliterate 
the fouleſt brands can have been im- 
prefled upon our hearts. 's 
Therefore if any for feare of a little 
burning in the hand,in the heat oftheſe 
times, hath choſen rather to ſtigmatize 
his heart with the marke of apoſtaſic, 


let not even ſuch a deſperat characeer, 
doubt of an effaceing by the virtue of 


fincere contrition, for as ſaone as ir is 
rightly 


Fa 
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rightly applycd, rhe operation is un; 
queſtionable. Let not then any ſuch, 
{ct Caines ſtamp upon this his firk 
brand, for could Fudas have applyed 
this corroſive, he needed not have yſed 
his cotd to ſuppreſſe the nayſamt 
ſtenches of his conſcience. This receipt 
would have broken his heart ſo happt. 
ly, ast9 have kepr his bowells from 


burſting ; for we know that a broke | 


and contrite heart, repayres evenall 


her owne breaches. If in theſe evill 


dayes rhen, there ſhould be any tha 
hath done worſe then the diſciple, 
that left his mantle, and fled nakedty 
ſave himſelfe, for if any to fave thei 
clothes, and coverings of convenient 
cyes, ſhauld haye left Chriſt, and hays 


jayned with the party armed againſ| 


him, yet evenhe iscalled by this voice 
of Come all ye that labour, to come back, 
and unload himſclfe of this unfaithful 
pufillanimicy. No weight that ſorrof 
can bring in, can be too much for hi 
to take off who caricth all hang 


| the power of his word, and wall 


mercy is above all his works, and c0f inc, 


ſequently 
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bk | ſeqtently muſt needs be far above all 
lh, | ours. Wheretore Deſpaire ſcems mi- 
ff | ſerably to vie againſt the ſuperiority of 
d | Gods mercy, in this accurſed dejeRi- 
d | onthere is this derogaring contention, 
ie | whereas faithfull ſorraw hath alwaycs 
| anobliging confidence. He therefore 
- | that cannor find in his heart to give {a 
mM} much as forrow towards the redemp- 
a tion of his finnes, ought not to expe&t 
Ul | ſo much as pitty even in their eternal 


ll} vindication. 

tt} Wherefore in this particular pre- 

ſcript of Conſolation, I may aptly ſay 

tw} with the Apoſtle, Whois it cam make me » Cor.7.t0 

ll | glad, but he that ws made farry by me $ For * Of = 

l-| the efficacy of all I can miniſter unto 

W} you, dependcth upon your orderly ape 

0} plication of this godly ſorrow for yaur 

IK} foncs, which may reconcile you to the 

1} may of ſorrow, who under that notion, 

was the mediator between God offen. 

ded, and man condemned, and fo ad- 

mitteth not even his owne merits to 

ſj mediate peace between God,and man, 

8} after his offending him, without the 

oF} intervention. of this ſorrow of = 5 
O 
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fo that this houfe 1s -as muck betty 
then that of teaſting, as reparation of1 
houſe is better then ruining, in 
much, that though you have no othe 
houſe left to put your heads in, this 
penitence (which it may be the ruine 


and reſt, (when your finnes are raſcd, 

and demoliſhed) as you ſhall contc(e 

' in comparing the change of houſe, 

| Eſayg.10. that Your bricks are fallen down, andy 


by the hands of this holy contrition, 
converted your ruinous tenement into 
reedified temples, from whence allthe 
devout fighes, are breathed up as at 
odour of perfume unto heaven ; andas 


upon the table of Incenſe, was to bt 
brought from the Altar of the bloody 
Secrifices, {o the incenſe of our prayers, 
and pcticions muſt be kindled firſt by 
the ardency of our ſorrow, and conttt 
tion for our finnes, ( which anſwe 
to the outward, and firft Altar.) 
From thence the fire of all oar zeal 


of your other have built up for you) 
may prove ſ{ucha receptacle cf peace | 


have built with [quare ſtoxes, and hav} 


the fire which was to light the odours | 


muſt 
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muſt be firſt taken, rhatis, all our peti- 
cions muſt take their riſe from our pe» 
nitency, and when they are offered up 
inthis order, they doe often impetrate 
more then they ſollicite, for they ob- 
raine not onely ſpirituall acquieſcence, 
but cyen temporall refreſhments. We 
muſt remember then, rhat this boly 
ſorrow is a kind of ſpirituall Baptiſmre, 
which is the firſt gate of che Church tre- 
amphant, through which all our re- 
ueſts muſt paſſe up to the altar; ſo 
that we ſhall doe well to ſet this in- 
ſcription of the Pſalmiſt upon this por- 
tall of contrition, Aperite mihsi portas Pſal. 117. 
juſtitie, ingreſſus in eas confitebor Domi- 
no, hec porta Domuni, juſti intrabunt 1n che gates 
tam. - of juſtice 


. o k = | £4) me be- 
Beſides the obligation of this me- jqg enced 


thod wiich I have remonſtratcd to ——_ 
W1'l Con=- 


you, there is a ſatisfaction reſulting £.g: ;vour 


OY 


thereout, which may be very agreea- Lord) this 
ble to many, who may be tempted to '*F* 843 
perplex themſcly.'s in ſearch and inve- Lord , the 
ſtigation ot the cauſes and irrirations J*# hall 

that have moved God to theſe ſevere © 
examinations of you. For when you 
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recolle&t your compottments in the 
former times of more ſerenity, if in 
the audit of your conſciences,you find 
theſe old debts of an abuſc, and infſen- 
fibleneſlſe of that calme,you necde fty- 
dy no farther the marter of theſe me. 

-tcors, which was then exhaled out of 
the fatneſle of your carth. Let every 
one therefore rurne over his owne re. 
cords, and confider re{pe&ively to hi 
condition, what mundanitics , whatr# 
ots & exceſles ſome can charge them 
ſelves withall ; others with wffataw 
rice, worldly wiſdome, and over -rem- 


others of what indevortion, tepidity of 
ſcandall they can endi& thernſc]ves; 
and they who find themiclves ſtanding 
convicted of theſe recuſancics and in- 
conformities to the Laws and Sratutes 
of Catholike Religion,let them not wot 
der to ſee theſe heavy fines ſer upol 
them; tor cven the lighteſt of cheſt 
miſdemeanours, defcrverh a hight 
amercement rhen all yourt 
ties can be extended unro. And raly! 
am afraid, upon what 1 a 
- theſe 


porizing they canimpeach:themſelves, 


OT ones 
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theſe latter rimes; of modetarion and 
indulgence, that it may be tov truly | 

faid as the Propher Eſay did, in no unlike =(.:6.r5 
occafion, Induififts genti Domine, indul. © on hail 


been fa- 


ffti genti nunquid glorificatus ts ? And if vourable 


you find your {elves lyable to this im- 7 *< Na 
peachment , you need enquire io AY- Lo:a,theu 
ther for a cauſe of this judgement. Ir is haſt been 
a harder taske of the two, rhe giving a the Na- 
rcaſon of Gods truſting you with this tion,waſt 
ſecond mercy,as I may well term it,of 328 
paternall correction, after your having 

abuſed your firſt rruſt of the tadulgence 
&benigniry:ſo that while you examine 

your c5{ciences, you may not only find 

arcaſon of your preſent afflitions, but 

that reaſon may diſcloſe ro you this 

ſecret, of their being ſuch graces, as 

you wanted moſt. For {urely if theſe 
infirmities, (which I may well call a 
ſpirituall ſcurvy) were growing upon 

you, eaſe, repoſe, and ſtilneſſe would 

have much advanced this difeaſe, and 

now this revolution, and exerciſe, 
(Joyned with the grace of him that'mi- 

nifters them) is very like ro ftay, #nd 


_curerhis ſutreptitious infiretity which 
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creeps in likely into the foftneſſe and 
conveniency of life; and Ged knoweh 
when to work upon our nature with 
Simples , and Benedids, (as Phyſitians 
ſay) and whento uſe Mirgralls. And we 
find by experience, that this kind of 


fteele is the proper key to this ſort of 


obftrutions and of1iations in our 


Pſel. 102. 
I0. 


minds,of {lackneſſe,defidiouſneſſeand 
indevotion. Therefore you may well 
appreh<nd, the hardnefſe ot your pre 
{cnt conditions to be miniſtred to you, 
as remedies of ſome indiſpoſitions, 
breeding by the ſofter qualities of 6- 
ther times. I beſeech you thereforeto 


conceive your ſelves in a courſe df | 


Phyſick, wherein nothing bur your own 
11] diet can render it ijncfficacious, as] 


hope I have before competently re | 


menſtrared unto you. 

Upon theſe refletions I hope in 
God you wil confeſſe with the Pſalmif, 
Lord thou haſt not dealt with us according 
fo our iniquities ,, and not fall under the 
cenſure of S, 4mbroſeupon the perlecir 
ted Catholikes of his time , who colt 
plaines, that 774; mmlios hamiliatos, ſed 
*4605 
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awtoshumiles ; that he had ſeen many. 
humiliated, but few made humble. But 

we confidently truſt of you better 
things, and ncerer falvation, although 
we ſpeak thus, and that you will re- 


ſolve with S. Paul, That theſe things ſhall Phil.x.19. 


fall -out unto your ſalvation,by the ſubmini- 
ſtration of the ſpirit of Feſus Chriſt, and 

derermiaing co rectifie all your former 
bendings and. deflections from the 
ſtraightaciſe of your Religion, every 
one of you may make his Cathelike Pro- 


teſt ation, Now Chriſt ſhall be magnified in pyjt.c 0; 


my body , whether it be by life or by death, 
acknowledging to God rhis great tole- 
ration, how that after your having 
been untaithfuil in che m :naging of his 
iadulgencics , he weuid be plcaſcd. to 
give you occaſions, to redeeme that 
torfcited time , by a virtuous corre- 
{pondency ro his preſent ecfigne upon 
you, incxhibiting patterns of conſtan- 
cy, longanimity , and fervour, in all 
your teatations, in order to the magni- 
tying of the grace of Chriſt, appropria- 
ted tothe Catholike Church ; to. the do- 
Qines whereot,you may peradventure 

; {ooner 


(242) Ws. 
ſooner reconciliate your enemies,' by: 
your 'pracicall vertues of Patience, 
meekneſle, andcharity, theti we by all 
our rationali evincements. Theſe your' 
_ eraditions, of joy in tribalati. 
on, louganimity, ſuauity i the holy Ghoſh, 
ſmears dilcition of enemies, may work 
upon thoſe, that are never ſo ave 
and repugnant to tradition, Therefore 
as I told you before, you were all be- 
come Prieſts in one reſpeR, ſo now] 
may fay to you,in rhis relation,youare 
now made DoZors to promulgatethe 
Catholike Faith , by the perſwaſionsof 
your uncontroverted virtues. For me 
thinks what S. Paw ſaith,in compariſon 
between the ſpeaking with tongs, 
and- prophecying, may benor unſly 
applyed to your practicall parrs, and 
our fpeculative reaſons rowards the 
converſion of the wwlcarued , and wit- 
teevers : For they who hearing the #t- 
guments ofthe Schaole , may be 
uncapable of them , as they may'ac- 
cours them madneſſe , when they i 
all you Catholikes bumbly- and cheer 
fully accepting alt your eroffts, mw 


\ _ 
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| (243) 
| cipg in your priſons, ſinging Gods: 
= in the madft of the Iernace, 
wherein not ſo much as the garments. 


of your minds, your exteriour grack-._- 


ouſneſſe and compolure are tained by, 
the flames, and char your zeal and cha- 
rity to your countrey and your enemies: 

are onely the more inflatucd , tn this 
' your fiery eryall; theſe cyidences ,. 
whereof the illiterate are capable, may: 
convince themyfo , as faliing on theis 
faces they may adore God , andnot 
their private {pucits , pronouncing thab 
God isin you indeed. 

This is truly that fort of practicalt 


treaſon which S. Peter faith every ane i Pet.z.t5 


ſhould have ready to [atisfie thoſe that acke 
4 reaſon of thas hope which # in you ;, not 
the arguing & fencing with that fword 
of the Spirit, which is ſo hard ta weild, 
even for the ſtrongeſt hands; and ſo we 
ice, how unhappily the children of this _ 
age cut and wound themfelves when 
they arefo bold with it. You are not 
ſet by the providence of God,fo dan- 
gcrons a taske as to wraſtle with all - 
argumcats may be ſect upon you, (the 

R 2 Church 
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that exerciſe) your patt is toexhibir 
demonſtrations of the vertuc of your 
faith , by the praQices of the veritics 

' you receive from a ſure hand, (your 
Catholike Mother, the piilar and ſtrength if 
eruth:) That as the Prince of the A4pe- 
ftles adviſeth his Diſciples in your 
1"Per.3.9, COnditions, you may be all of one mind, hi- 
A vers of fraternity, modeſt, humble, not rtn- 
_ dring evill for evill , nor curſe for _ 
but contrariwiſe bleſſing, that in that whith 
they ſpeak ill of yon, they may be confounded 
which ca/nmniate your good converſationin 
C H RIST. This praRical part of your 
Religion is that which falls within cve- 
ry one of your capacities; this is the 
good fight you are to fighr , wherein 
you are not diſarmed by being mana- 
cled. For me thinks I may ſay as Sextc 
did of Scevola, That he was happyern 
ſuffering, then he could have beenin 
 aRiing ; as it is a more admirable thing 


loſſe of our hand, then by that of ſtri- 
Ling with it. So this your ſuffering'c: | 
ſtate may prove more ſucceſſctull/to 

| you þ 


Church hath her proper champions for | - 


HG coca A oa © tm mu mc 89ÞPAa i tus awed... 


ro overcome an enemy by ſuffering the | , 
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(2459) 
you then that deſperarc deſign of fome 
tew ating many years agoc, which no 
good Engliſh Catholikes doc juſtifie z for 
by. your patience and equanimity, cha- 
rity for your Countrey, in all your loſ- 
ſcs and ſufferances, you may perhaps 
overcome, thart is, {weeten and miti- 
eate the fiercenefle of your enemies, 
by the moſt admirable,and moſt Chri- 
ſian way that can be projected. And 
thus proving your ſelves innocent of 
thoſe combuſtions wherewith you are 


| charged, you may become. haly incen- 


diaries ot true zeale and charity in your 
Country, by theſe virtues ſhining and 
flaming in your ſufferances, _.. + 
- In the. cloſe of this propoſition: to - 
you, I muft recall to your memorie, 
that as by theſe evidences. of yur {o- 
lid virtue you may adorne the doctrine 
of our Saviour Godin all things,ſo there 
is no acceſſe unto theſe holy diſpoſiti- 
ons, bur through the entry whercunto 
I havedireted you, of humble, and 
fincere ſorrow, and contrition for your 
fins, whereof T ſhall not now need to 
inlarge any adviſes, fince it is a ſubject 

| 3: well 


Cy | 
well handled by every body ; though 


the precepts 'ate ſeldome well obſer. 


ved, evett with the help of aflifionts 
enforce them. Therefore I muſt Cloſe 
up this point, preſenting you with part 
ofthe three childrens prayer, "upon the 
occafion of their tryall in Babylon, 
which may 'be appofite in many cir. 
ctimftances to your conditiotts, in re- 
gardoftheterrours and comminatiqns 
youare how expoſed unto , Becauſe 9 
Eord we are diminiſhed more then all wati- 
0s, #11d ave abuſed in all the land this ds 


for ' our 'banes , and there is not at thit | 


tine nor ſatrifice br oblation. that we: 


may find thy mietty, but in a tontrite mind, | 
| 'letws be received; -{ 


dnid fpirts of humility 
bet our ſatrifitebe made inthy fight this dy, 
thit 2t may pltaſe thee. 


"S % 
'Cuar, 
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\ Cnuari NX, | 
Inſtruttions in the duties of fraternal 
| ailetion, 


| | C\Uppoling you now purified by this 

| x J©brifſtian ablution of ſincere peai- 

| | rteace, havinghad, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 

| your hrarss. aſperſed with this cleanſing 

\ | wer, il will -lead youto the d/ter..of 

| Ghriſt,tomake your oblation of Ghart- 

| | #x6.your, brethren, as well as to.thaſe 

| whoare butyourjhalf brothers, being _ 

|| ofa diverſe. mother,.as, to thoſe-whe 
haye theig uteriac tratermity with you, 
35 children, of. the . Catbolike Chuebs 
And:becauſe-there are two principall 
articles .af your preſent examination; 
your behaviour conccraing. the dome- 

 Rikes gt kaizh, and your, diſcharge of 
theduiies af your faith, rekacingiorthe 

aliens of ira, I conceive it very; por- 

tents my ſubject, the: cadeaveuring 

by the. grace of Ged, th preſent you 
297] R4 ſome 


(248) _ 
ſome brief animadyerſions in theſe 
two Chriſtian offices zand your preſent 
conditions, facilitate your compliance 


with the firſt, as they: bring impedj. 


ments to the correſpondency with the 


later 'of then ; for the aſſociation\jh 


ſufferings, conduRteth to the ſtraight- 
ning of the bands of Charity, between 
perions thus combined , bur the pt 
ſurcs of affliions doe narurally loc 
and relax our minds, in thoſe. 70 
whereby Religion conjoyneth- our 
Charity to our 'enemies ; fo that this ws 
fortified part'of our nature, -requireth 
aſtrong guard of Grace'to "defetid it 
apairiſt, our ſpirituall enctny,- whenhe 


ftormeth it by the-injuries of our owne. 


brothers, 'and' headeth his: fiery darts, 
with the aſperity of our/ owne Tori & 
triends. 


for the imbraces of our charity, We 
had 'necd have'our breſts well ſtored 
with thoſe flames which many wares 
cannot extinpniſh, when'fireameseves 
of our 'owne-blood, are thus powrtd 
Ga incenmities _ them; and'it 


Whenthe great  Maligner'df 
our nature, bringeth in' ſuch enemid |- 


he 4” TOI On. 
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quires ſurely much ofrhat love, which 
is ſtronger then death, toreturn love 
tothat animoſity apainſt us, whithris 
ſomuch ſtrongerthennature in friends, 
and brothers. In this* caſe, it: myſt 
needs be ſpecial] oy requiſite, thar:you 
who are thus affayled, by theſe. moſt 
powerfull'*remprations- ,-'- ſhould | be 


turniſhed with the.- armour-" of =pbe/.6. 


God, for no lefſe then the ſhield of the 
Catbolike Faith, to which is coupled 
the -helmer: of ſalvation," can -becof 
proofe againſt theſe fiery darts, where- 
ofthereare OW vollons flying againſt 
221+ G2 4% 
Pe) As: tourking the firfof theſetwo 
dutyes , ay as Sainr! Pavl {aich 
totherh dopiancin'thie like eccifion; 
coicerning'the -chariry of the fraterni- 


ty We have no netd to writeto you, fer your 1 Theſ. 
. ſelves have leaynedof Godnolove P_ = 


ther, The'temiſneſſe: of our ivitiated 
nature. in "this precept; is comme 
quickned;and invigortted by. the ſame 
grees, that «common! perſecution is 
firained upon us ;wherefore'T tay 
Coy even ox OOINN ries to 
preach 
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proach. feryour to youinthis pradice, 
It will be thea more reguilite. tor.m6 


co: infiltupon/ what the ; poſit proces 
deth to recommend inthe {ame place 


That. yyu walk. honeſtly towards them | the 
are without, 1 ſhall then anely flayyy 


ſer.up. ſome; few: lights before, the 


ſhrine ofthis ſox. of Charity, refer 


to your friends, aid fellow citizens, 


Epb.3. 16. che Saints, and 'domeſtikes: of. God, 
| andprocced $04he: faying of thegtig | 
moxeamply efthe other part of Chys | 


rity; the: dile&ion of. engmies.. Bi 
deed-both: theſe (dutios Arc, but di 


branches, which have a continuity 


in theoſiaſ thafe,; befozc; - 


unity: ) 

and break themſclyes, into the 
= Armes,; -pk\aRing.; ta 
fticnds, ian affefting;ofenetnies, and 


AT : foyer Cannot avuchthe; ne otihgg 


ſome-rcport,andrelationke cho'obith 
Beatle tw 0-cxerciſes, Are but lowii 


growing upm 
Xwey AC none charicy, of160d 


Qoey Ivinchanghnen Us: ogy D3 mM 
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_- LOI 
zatth the element of hismiſery, Wn 
love is both: the conveyance 'of - min 
to heaven, 'and the conſutnmarionof 
hisjoy'there ; and the hviy Ghoſt contri. 
yeth rhe'raiſing 'of this our conduQing 
loye, very often,out of our conſortinigs 
in the miſeries of this life ;/for ſociery 
in ſaffering here, exalrs*Mmuruall love, 
4s communion in joyes,” there, doth 
heighten reciprocall-charity, which'ts 
ſome accefſionto the blifſe of heayeh. 
And'inorder'tothis, we'ſee that the 
bleeding 'of 'the myſticall body -of 
Chrift, hath 'alwates offered a kinde©of 
ſpiriruall cethenr'to uniceand compact 
the' parts thereof. Whereiipon the boly 
6hfÞ, who 'hath- rhis eommiſſion2t6 


prodnco'an imion'ittthe ttiyfticall Body Jon 17. 
of Chri, reſenibling tha of rhe'3/4hlg *>*3: 


- 


Triyity,/(whereothe istheuhion' &HE 
petformerh this effectively by love,ſ0 
he raiferh this love very often intfor- 
mentally by "perfecuti6n.” For we 
kid i chofE Ghites: "WhicwGppofidi 
to this tender body was-moſt fierce; 
this union was fe firme, and indiff6l- 


48.4.3: be pronounceth The multitude of. 


Feb.17.22 him; that They may be one as we alſo 


{ fa52). 
inthis operation, as having wra 
this fimilitude of unity fo perfeRly,z 


vers to have \had one heart, and one ſoul, 
{othat here was that fimilicude accon- 


plithed in them, which. Chriſt askel 


' thus of his Father, for the beleeversy 


one.. For this ſcemeth a good relem; 
blance of that union. is. in the Bleſt 
Trinity, wherein there is-diſtinRiong 
” Perſons, and unity of Eſſexce, ſince her. 
the multitude. conſiſting of dive1s pet 
ſons, were all one hears, and one ſouk. 
This fimplicity,and unanimity flakaed 
even in thoſe times, by the ſame & 
grees that the preſſures which lay upa 
this arch of the Church, were lightnes, 
- and: xemoved.. ' But | in. all times me 
finde that a, common perſecurien hat 
in ſome meaſure ſtrairened and con- 
bined-the minds conſorted in that baud 
of Religion, whichis the cauſe ofther 
preſfure, and gravation.: $0 as we 6a 
not doubt. but theſe times have. 
good proportion cloſed, 'and, comp 


&cd more:-your. hearts:.in an 


L, : $ 


(253) 7 


Ugh] real,and charity cowardsone another, 
| which unity of ſpirit is very ſucable 


with the uniformity of your Religion, 


ol; | 2nd n violence can ſupprefſe a free 
8-| exerciſe of this a& rhereof. And as 
Sked this ſort of communication to one ano- 


thers' neceſſities, is a means left you 
ſtill ro exerciſe your charities,fo I hope 
n God, you are very faithtull, and 
4ive in this commerce with one ano- 
ther,and that borh ſorts drive a greater 
trade of charity in your ſeverall facul- 
ties then ever. 

Thoſe who have beecne in the office 
ofgiving materiall almes, doe now'l. 
hope endeavour to compenſate the 
loffes of the poore,, who are Gods re- Pre-t9.17 
ceivers, by proving themſelves, the > mr 
devouter, and better beggers of God, Lord thar 
releefe tr the common diftreſſes, and =<- 


: cy on the 
they who have received much from'poore,and 


thersupon Godstickers, do I hope now t* will te: 


* g him 
bring them in ro God more fervently che like. 


then ever, ſhowing him what they 
have received upon his account, and 
ſo may be carneſt ſolicitors, for the 
payment of that 1atereſf, which hy. 

| oc 


(254) 
dae witneſle tq be due upen this cop 
tract of the holy Spirit, Fereratur Dank 
ne qui miſeretur pauperi, vicifundine 
ſuam reddet ei, and thus both paxtiey, 
may ſtill commerce for rhcir ſeyerall 
accommodations, thoſe who hays 
becne Gods creditors, in the {enſes 
forefaid, may ſeeme more ſenfiblegf 
the ſuſpenfionof this quality, thenof 
their perſonall depriverents, and 

moſt zealouſly intercede for the ſups 
plying of that office by ſome othet 
means; and thoſe who are miſerably 
diſtuuted now by the obſtrucion of 
this conduit of reliefe, may bes 
sratctully zealous, as to intend moi 
the bringing into God the accounts 


&uc to ſuch miniſters of his, as fland | 


now ſufpended, then their owne- pth 


vate {uppeditations, and both ſhallby 


this means, hold their proper party 
this conſort of charity, the one ſhall 
forget their good works before Gad, 


and the other ſhall remember kine 


them « wy” 


Thus ſpirituall good works, may | 


fill naultiply among you, while the 
one 


mr r= TSX 


| one'\part of you forroweth moſt-far: 
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the intermiſſiort of rhe praRtcall 'myj- 
riſtiey ofehera;' and rhe other feeterh- 
woretheir religious gretirndeto their 
diftreiſed benefactors, then their pri- 
yite grievances. And this ' kinde of 


weeping, in your widowes, and fhew- 


ingthe-coars and garments which the 

Dorcaſes were wont to make them, who 47.9. 59. 

xe now dead to that fundtion, ts one of 

the likelyeſt meanes to obtaine their 

reſuſcitation , and re-iaftating in that 

condition, For as the Wiſeman faith, 

Mile eff Deo honeffare panperems, andthe Ie nn 

Apoſtle $.Fames propoferth Fobs tempo- for Godto 

rel reſurrection and reſtauratian as an np—ogf 

object of comfort to fairhful expecters mn ng 

of Gods time; and therefore thefe 7emes 5. 

wo duties faithfully performed by *'** 

doth your conditions, may make the 

higheſt poverty amongſt you abound 

eto the riches of fimplicity,the wich 

may alfo intercede fo powerfully for 

the other parr, as t may prove ſnch an 

Py grew -=-735m as is ſpoken _ in 

» Tf-aheve ſhall be an Angel ſpeaking for 7b 33. 

him, one of thenfands to px ow ermi- 73 

WE. 
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ty, he ſhall have meroy on him, and ſl 
[4 Deliver him, that he deſcend Wot in 


May bt 


corraption, I have found wherein [ 
propitions to him;the voyce ofthe poor 

bringing in theſe teſtimonies of their 
former equities for your Fobs, (whon 


their friends doe not know fittingia | 


the aſhes of their conſumed fortunes) 
theſe I ſay that have not made the 
cycs of the widdow expect, nor haye 


caren their morſell alone, ſuch bills and 
_ evidences brought in to:Chriſt,as debts 


wherewith he hath charged his per- 
ſon, may perhaps procure Fobs- latter 
daies, fqr ſuch who have paſſed 
thorough his firſt eſtate, and are non 
fitting in his ſecond tranſlation. But 
in all caſes, theſe notes of the hands 


the poore ſhall be ſure aſſigaments io | 


thar betrer and permanent ſubſtance 
which the Apoſtle ſaith is their inher- 
tance, ofthoſe who have ſuſteinedi 
great fighr of paſſions, and have had 
compaſſion on them that were 
bonds, and have taken the ſpoile dl 


their goods with joy. For which r#| 
ſon this mutuall commerce of (puny 


<x "> 


— 2 Mr = ec. 
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all charity; is that I now recommend 
unto you, for the exetcife ot fraternal 
dileGion ; that while you cannot turniſh. 
the Alrar without rhe veyle, with the. 
fatof your flocks, you may rhe more 
largely ſerve the table of Incenſe, 
with theſe odours oft internall cha- 
tity, | | 
What [ have ſaid in-way of direQion 
to theſe interiour acts of charity, isto 
extenuare the paines of thoſe 'Tobi- 
aſſes, who it may be are tiow reduced, 
trom being almoners to be their owne 
almes-men, having ſcarce left for their 
ſupport that which was heretofore 
their waſte; thar ran over, and fed 
their brothers. But I doe not intend 
this as a diſpenſation to any, who have 
yer any thing lefc which rhey may pru- 
dently deny themſelves, in contribur- 
onto the releife of fuch , who have no 
portion of ſubſtance. For now every 
one ſhould ſquare his mind, by the 
tiew modell of theſe times, and: the 
ſame clay that the potter hath-'beene 
pleaſed to-turn from alaxger 'into a 
leſfer veſſell; muſt attend to is preſent 
| FEY forme, 


- 


4 
of 
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ares. ME eee er er ee OR 
- my on a rope memneaes 


* to be done by ſtraining ſom what, even 
. _upaentheir incommodiries, to miniſter 


” on of ſome part of what is remaining 
in their power, offcring it up to the 


of manageing the fortune of paventy, 


RR | 
forme, and notrefle&t upon his othet 
meaſure, and defigne his charity upgg 
his proportion of {eltc-denyall, not up 
an his preſent poſſeſhons, cſtimargd 
with the requifites of his former condj. 
tion : & thus, every one ſhould now be 
the heft husband of the ſtate of poyer: 
ty, to improve that to the higheſt rent 
of merit it may be raiſed unto,whichis 


to the more preſſing neccfhries; ſorhat 
every one ſhould now tax their owne 
ſtate of ſuffering, with ſome voluntuy 
impoſition, laying upon ir the privati 


common neccflity ; and thus. cvety 
crumme, given out of your owns 
crums, will be no lefſe a Pacifike oft 
r:ing,then heretofore your whole cakes 
of fine floure covered with oyle,which 


were then (it may be) the crums df 


your tables; and by this ingenious wy 


you may make out of it, the co 


benefit of all your former —_ 


(259) 

for thus, you give ſtill all you ever had 
rediſpole of. For you prove manij- 
tetly, that you would ſtill diſtribute 
what you had done formerly, when 
you give what you cannot well ſpare. 
Fo that befote God you, appeare offe- 
ring more thenever, when you muſt 
rob your nature to be able co give any 
thing. And thus you exerciſe two 
fingular vircues in one act, Charity, and 
mortification ; and it almes and taſting 
inthcir owne nature, are {0 accepta- 
ble te God, how much muſt they be 
endeared, by this ſupcrerogatory Cir- 
cumſtance, when we are faine toim- 
poſe faſting on our ſelves to raiſe 
almes tor orhers 2 I humbly therefore 
recommend this excellent economy 
tall ſuch; as have yet a ſtock capable 


| of this improvement. And though 


this may ſeeme ſomwhar aſperous to 


{ Nature, to preſſe her thornes farcher - 
| Into her, yet this may be ſweetned, 


when it is conſidered, that we are 


| members of that head,who trod much 


harder upon all the thorns he felt then 
was preciſely requifire; when we pott- | 
9 2 der, 
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der,how he that was richer then wecan 


conccive,made himſclfe poore,that by 
_ his poverty we might be rich, canic 
' ſeeme rigorous, when we are involun- 
_ made poore, willingly to make 
ourſclves a little poorer, that by this 
our poverty he may be ſomwhat more 
accommodated 2 For we know, the 
nakednefle we cover, and the hunger 
xe ſtayznever ſo little,is all referred to 
his ſolacing ; and he taſts much better 
a little that we take out of our owne 
mouthes, to give him,then much more 
of the leavings of our ſaticty. Every 
cup of. cold water taken from our own 


thirſt, and given to his, is turned into | 


the beſt wine of the feaſt, by another 
” fnanner, then that of, Cana, for here 
 Chriſts receiving it,maketh the conver 


fion, andevery one ſhall ſce this kind| 


of - Charity , acknowledged in tha 
beſt ſpecies, wherein Chriſt ſhall own} 
the having received his refreſhment, 

Upon this refleion , let none ons 
this conjuncure of acquiring thatme 


rit, with a little, which in the fulneſl 


of his fortune he could not havels 
__—- l 
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an | for a great deale more, for to ſuffer 


dy | himſclte, in the a& of giving ro 


ut | others, in other times of plenty, 
n- | would have coſt him much more, and 
ke | no circumſtance can more enrich pra- 
his | Riicall charity, then an intermixture in 
re | it of our proper patiency , or ſelf-di- 
he | ftirefling and incommodation.. Wee 
va | know Chriſts judgement upan the 
0} Widdows donative, given out of the 
ter | abundance of her heart,and the penury 
nf} ofher ſubſtance; and Gods remunera- 


MN tiontothe Widdow of Sarepta;, who ' 


ſy} did not conſult her owne wants, when 
Wy the Propher ſtood in nced of part of her 
Ito | ſubſtance; and we may from hence de- 
ie} rive a good inference, forthe cſteeme 
eſt} ofthis ſort of charity, wherein-aRing 
&| andſuffcring are conjoyned, fince:God; 
ni} was pleaſed to be ſerved by it, for the 
ay reliefe of his deareſt friend upon earth, 
my Flies, rather then to imploy ftill his 
owne immediate hand, inthe fi it mi= 
racle of feeding him in the torrent of: 
Carith,” For God could have furniſhed: 
water there ſtill, as cafily as bread and: 
ficlh before: the torrent-was dryed ;; 


S 3 there-' 
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therefore he ſecmed to have tranſpor: 
ted Elias exprefly, to give an occaſion 
fortheacing of this diſpoſition inthe 


. Widdow of Sareptas, as thinking this | 


virtue worthy the ſharing. with the 
miracle of his preſerving the Prophet, 
and ſo he joyned his reward of this 
charity, in commiſſion with his love to 
Elias, making the charitable Widdow 
partner in the benefit of this ſecond 
miracle, of multiplying the floure and 
the oyle for both their ſuſtenances. So 
as we may ſay , Gocs love ſeemed e- 


qually divided here, between this cha. | 


_ rity of the widdows hearr, and the ad- 
mirable ſanity of the Prophet. 

May I nor then ſafely recommend 
to you this way , of making the beſt of 
yourecſtare of ſufferings, by retrench- 
ing ſomewhat that is left in your po- 
wer, to offer ſtill to God npon his Al- 
tars, of your more diſtreſſed brothers? 
And theſe cares of corne offered up as 
firſt fruits , = out of the gleanings 


younow live/upon, will certaitly have | 

| ,the vertue of that grain of- wheat | 

" which falling-inco the earth L__ E 
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forth very much fruit ; for though-I 
cannot make you. the promiſe which 
Elias did to the Widdow , yet I may 


| aſſure you as S. Pant did this kind of Heb.6.1e. 


fidelity, God i not unjuſt that he ſhould 
forget your worke and leve which you have 


ſhewed in his name , which have miniftred 


anto the Saints, and doe miniſter. Let eve« 
ry one then that hath any competent 
ſtock left whereon to make this aſſeſſe- 
ment, lay ſome little rax upon it, ro- 
ward the ſuccor ofthe common: indi 
gency. You have.models before you 
of weekly meales, upon worſe occafi- 
ons, and this ſurcharge of incomme- 
dity rated by your own will hath moſt 
affinity with the diſpoſitions of Chriff, 
who indured becauſe he would have it 
fo, as the Apoſtle ſaith, oblarus efi quid 
ipſe voluit ; So that I may fitly ſay as 
Saint Pavl did to the Corinthians inthis 


lame perſ[waſton, 7 ſpeak:not 6s commune» 2cor.8. 


aing, for it _ be this ſolicitude is 
without the. obligatory  precepr- of 
charity, therefore as he ſaith in this 


point, give councell, For: this is: pr0- +cor.:0, » | 


fitable for you who have' begun not 


- 4 S4 onely 
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onely to doe,bur ro be willing, where! 
by ir may be rcterd, thar the willing. 
nefle in this act of charity ,over-prizcth 
the materiall value ot it , wheretore 
a little now taken by your owne wills, 
even from your neceſhries, to'giveto 
other greater exigencics, .out- valueth 
a great deale overflowing from your 
former repleniſhments,  . 

I beſeech you then hearken tothis 


.9- adyiſe of the: Apoſtle of growing richin 


good.workes, for your preſent conditi- 
ons doc not dilable you, fince the 4 
batements 1n weight are made upin 


the ſpecies of your charities, which ate 


_ all refined gold, when they are thus 


drawn out of the fire of your neceſfi- 
tics, and ſo you may now make witha 
little, as much: friendſhip rowardsyaur 
being received into the cternall Taber- 
macles, as when you had more ofthe 
Mammon of iniquity to make a greater 
number of friends. And thus while 
youarefreed from. all the temptatis 
ons of riches, you. are: poſſeſſedof 
their greateſt: advantages. Old Twby® 
ſaw this light-inall his darknefle, and 
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one, As thow ſhalt be able, ſo be merci- 


"ES—= 


if thou have little, ſludy to impart alſo « 
itle willtwgly , for thou doſt treaſure up 
1s thy ſelfe a good reward inthe. day of ne- 


afity. And they who thinke ſeriouſly 


on that great day of neceſliry, will 
thinke little of their momentany in- 
commodities, but in contemplation of 
providing their part in that day, will 


afly offer with Saint Peter, not only obs 13. 


their feet, but even their hands, and 
their heads to the will of their maſters 
they will not onely diſperſe faithfully 
what they can ſpare conveniently, but 
alſo deny their owne wants ſomewhar 
of their demands, to ſupply greater 
necefiities which call to them in the 
perſon of one much worthyer then 
themſelves,one from whom they have 
received themſclves, and from whom 


they expe@himſelfe for retribution 


0, bow bleſſed a thing # charity, that hath 


no leſſe they: God for the ſubjet# it worketh. _ 
up0n in time, and no keſſe then the becoming . 


like Gid for the ſalary in eternity ! | 


Cuar. 


ul, if thew have much, give abunaanthy, - 


4-4 , when hee counſelled his roby.q.s. 
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C Vvay. XI 
Of the dilettzon of enemies. 


His laſt tinture whereints we 
& have now infuſed the minde,isye 
ry neere the colour of the more perfed 
dye of Charity, ingrained in the hog 
enemies, For' this diſpoſition exerci 
feth it ſclfe upon our friends, in a16 
ipe, wherein they have ſomerinure 
of enemies zas theirs, when the ang 
of our charity requireth ſuch a croþ 
fing and offending our ſelves as to 
| ſtrain our owne ſufferings upon our 
ſelves. Then our fellow fſufferen 
who-demand this ſclfe-diſtreſhng, ate 
in this regard adverſaries to our is 


ture, that repugneth againſt incommo | 


/diry, whereby our friends in this cale 
may be {aid ro be propoſed to our low 
with fome colour of enemies ' 
them.Sothattheywho overcomet 
nature, in this':averſnieſſe ito 
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| or incommodare themſelves, in pre- 


ference of the caſe of their tellowes; 


'| are well advanced towards the loving 


of ſuch dire enemies, as doe violently 
impoſe ſufferings and prejudices up» 
on them. For they are already half 


 way,being arrived at the loving chem, 


who are the occafion of ſome ſuffe- 
rings, and inconveniences unto thein, 
and ſo the other moiety is che cafilyer 
reached , which is bur the loving 
all that contribute to their injuries, and 
offences. 
And ſuch, who are thus rectified in + 
the ſenſe of the marttr of ſufferings, 
are well prepared toadvantage them- 
ſelves by all the manners of them, for 
having their ſenſes exerciſed, as the 
Apofile ſaith, in the diſcernment of good 
and evill, rhey will facilely accommos-' 
date themſelves to the meaſure of 


| evills, whereby they are to be exerci- 
| ſed, being perſwaded that the propor- 


tions of ſpirituall goods, are raiſed co 
them by the ſame degrees, rhat the 
difficulties of their performances are 
heightned againſt chem , fo when they 

are 
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are fo ſtraine their charity up to tl, Þ 


love of all enemies, and malign 
they doe not deliberate ſo muchupy 
the pleadings,and redargurtions of they 
nature inthis caſe, bur reſolve upa 
the expreſle precept of the author, ani 
Judge of nature, who makeththis low 


of enemics, a neceſſary concomitang| 
with all our good offices to friends, to| 


form that complete ſumme of Chwiy, 
which we are: to account to him, wee 
owe our redemption,paid in this ſpeci 
of Charity to enemies; and if even wha 


Kom.5.10- we were his enemies Chriſt reconciled 


us to God by Mis dying for us, ne 


may. wcll be reconciled to this kind] 


— of love, to which we owe our eternal 
life; | 


Conſidering then our obligatioat| 


this ſort of love, we may ſay, our ut 
complyance with the love of enemis; 
falls under the ſame vice as our us 


worthineſſeto friends; for it muſt need] * 


be an high ingratitude , not to cortt 
' ſpond with that quality, whereunto 
owe -our redemption ,; which, is:{ht 
love of cnemies ;and.it was not fevetr 

n ty 
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| ble, even to our nature , our enemies 


 Godonthe one fide, or as the copie 


+ nature of God upon them, and ſo can- 
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\ but even excethve charity to us, : 
1" impoſed this love upon us, for ir i! 
waordained by Chriſt rather to aſſimi- «. [| 
late us to himſelte, then to ſentence: us | 
t0apenalty. And to cleare this point | 
tous; he hath ſect this love under ſuch a | 
xclation, as may juſtly make ir agreea- 


heing propoſed to us as fcllow-mem-- 
bers of his body, for itis under chat no- 
tion, he enjoynerh us the loving them, 
not in the reſpect of their being cnc- 
mics. 

So that when our reaſon examineth 
this injunction, we may finde,chat this 
excellent virtue hath not ſo muchas an 
ill aſpe@, toavert us from it. For when 
we look upen Man as the image of 


FREY 


of Chriſt on the other, cither of theſe - 
fides of the medall, are lovely objets 
in Chriſtians, who have this double fig- 


not be proſpects of averſion on either 
of their ſides, for this colour of enc- 
mies,, is but as it were anover-lay of - 
colly upon a ſtatue, which doth nor al- 
. ter 
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terthe forme, and this ill colouringy find 
caſt upon the figure of man, by tþ the 
hand of the enemy of his nature; ty 
which foule cover we are not requitgh *** 
to love, for as men offend and mjuy| 
one another, they are the devils es 
gins in that reſpe&, not Gods imagg, 
and therefore fimply as enemies thi 
are not preſented to our love, fork 
rhey are ills, which God cannot ig 
commend to us, butthe vitiating of 6y 
nature doth not efface the charaerd 
God in it, and that is the obje& of ou 
love inall men. So what we are bl; | 
ged to love, hath the impreſſion 


(i 


g00d, and amiable upon ir, if our paſſ- 5 


on doe not ſtay upon the ſuperficial , 
deformity, appearing in our enemie, 
which exteriour ſuperveſture is the& 
vils artifice , not the work of God; 


theretore our minds looking upwatl 

ro God, picrce this veyle of private } 
furies,and look through it either onthe} 
image of God, or upon the figure «| 
Feſws Chriſt, in which they ſee the in- 
juries they themſelves have done him | 


born with love ; and moreover , Fw 
n ; 
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| fndthis charity of ſuffering patiently. 
1 the ſame provocations refleting 


th 


6 


them 2 new love from Chrift, And thus 


there remaines nothing unlovely in his- 


view of cnemics. 
After all theſe conſiderations, 


how 


deplorable is ir, thar there are ſo many 
Chrifians, of whom we may ſay in the 
point of this precepr of loving enemies, 
asthe Apoſtle (airh of the Fewes, in re- 


ſpe of theGoppet unto this preſenc 


when this commandement is read, a weile (car. 3,14. 
| 4 put upon their hearts, tor a great part 
of Chriſtians are as ſtudious to find cva- 


fions out of the unpleafing ſenſe © 


precept, as the Scribes and Doors of 


day, 


f this 


the Law were unfaithfull in the expli- 
cation of the commandement of lo- 
ving our neighbours as our ſelves, and 
out of which this poſition of Chrif is 
naturally deduceable. And yet the de- 


| praved natures of the Scribes, would ex- 


tend the lave defigned by God to all 


- his images, no farther then the twelve 
| Tribesnay within this circle they made . 
| a ſccondcircumſcription of their loves 

| withinthe termes of mutyall fr 


iend- 
ſhip, 


i 
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ſhip, teaching that their loves was 
not obliged to goe further, then toy 
correſpondency to them that affe&r 
them, and againſt others that proyok 
their paſhons,they let them looſe y 
them ; in this prevaricating ſenſe gf 

Ma5.4. Gods commandement, our Saving 
we know found the people, whenhe 
reproacheth them the being miſ.le 
by this licenſe apprehended, of hating 
their enemies ; whercin he reifiah 
them, commanding them in ex- 
prefle termes to love their enemiss, 
and to doe good to thoſe that hat 
them, : | 

Therefore Chriſtians, who havent 
this latitude of the terme of Neighbay; 
ro ſhift ſenſes in, (being politivel 
reſtrained, and coupled as it were 

this bond of love with enemies, by: 
 formall command of their Law-g# 
ver.) Since the ſubje& whereon the 
are to a this charity cannot be al 
ſtaken, are very ſtudious, to mitigat 
ro their vitious nature, the diſplealing 
part of this order, by reſtraining thi 


love in the proportiens, whercof,the| 
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cariniot diſpute the adjudgment to the 
perſons , and therefore many are very 
inquiſitive in the kind,and tac quantity 
of love aſſigned unto enemies , foas 
now a dayes they, who are as willing 


tojuſtifie themſclves as the' Lawyer in; ,4.10.30 


the Goſpel, and cannot aske the'Church 
this queſtion, who are we to love? 
fince the caſe is ſo plainly ruled, as the 
very $4maritans are not excluded, now 
they pur-her this caſe, how much ate 
weto love” our cnemies; and what ex- 
reriour teſtimonies are we obligedro 
render of our Charity? '* 6 hand 

The rule of forgiving enemies, is ſo: 
much exempted trom diſpure among 
Chriftians, as they dare not claimeof 
God any diſcharge of their finnes, but 
by the meaſures of their own compli- 
ances in this duty. | Our Lords Prayer; 
hath ſet this condition upon. all our 


| petitions for mercy, to aske'our recon- 


ciliation to him only in the ſame des 
grees we are conformable to this or- 
der, of our. releafing the debts of our 
offenders, .Y outher who-ſue to: God 
ſtill in the: Lords Prayer; cannot be uns 

: T di:cipli- 


(274) | : 
ditiplined in the preciſcneſſe of this 
dury.of forgiving enemies. Thoſe 
who make 1ittle uſe of this formegf 
, prayer,may have more excule for they 
" pretermitting this obſervance, andſp 
are likely ro give you the more occa 
fion to remember this duty, wherein 
your faithtull diſcharge will provide | 
you a better condition, then any haye 
that are ſo truly unhappy, as to fur 
wiſh you with the matter of this excel 
lent practice, wherein theſe times af. 
ford you the means of exercifing thi 
fidclity in the ſupremeſt degree, which 
is in the forgiving of friends, and kin 
dred. - Andinthis caſe holy King Ds| 
vid reſtifieth the difficulty, and conls 
quently meritoriouſneſſe of the ad, 
when he ſaith, 1f my enemy had fpokeil 
of me I would werily have born it , bt 
when his guide, and his familiar wal 
the tempation, he profeſſeth; that ws 
the greateſt ſtreſſe of weather his ab 
riry could be puttoſteere her cowl 
in: and as this caſe was figurative 
David, fe we know it was 5ccomplilt 
by Chrift upon the provocation of Wh | 
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mui typified in the ?ſalwes, ini theſe 
words,0f ht» who had walked in the houſe 
of God with conſent, and how did Chriſt 
behave himſelte to rhis man { He rev 
celved him with a ſtrange benigaity, 
treating him ſtill wich the termes of _ 
fimilarity, and love, Amite all uid Mat.26. 
viſt! * That even under that notion yhercfore 
of a perfidious friend; which is the arhou 
moſt demeriting irritation of our <<? 
deare; he tight Exhibicro us a pat-" 
tern of rhis perfeAtion, of torgiving 
mjuries. 

But alas ! too mahy are ptoher to. 
follow David after the /trrer in this 
caſe, theti che Sonne of David ifret the 
$pirit , and apter to take theſe words 
frota Davids mouth, Let death rome P07 p7.1.416. 
them, and let them gve downt quick imo 


Chriſts mouth, of meeting with a kiſſe, 
and receivittg Fadas witli Friend, Where- 
fore art thou rome F Whertupon it will © 
Hot be alien frortt our ſubje&;ro clexte 
Devid of thoſe ſuſpitions 0f anjmofity, 
of which tre ray be indidted upon the 
tertet of his expreffions inthis and &i- 


43S  » 


ef 
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yers 'other encounters with his ene: 
mics. For in this.caſe, the blindandthe 
lame doe often reſort to this City of 


.- David to take ſaniFuary in his prece- | 
_ dent, for many ixcmperate aſperities 


in theſe occaſions. ; 
Wherefore to vindicate David in 


theſe imputations, we muſt underſtand 


all the literal! imprecations we mect 
in his mouth,in one of theſe three mans 
ners: Firſt, that his malediRions in 
ſome places are. by way of prediQion 
of what ſhall happen to his encmie, 
nat in order of his proſccution againſt 


P/al.3.13. them, as when he ſaith, Let ſinners by 


eurned into hell, here he denounceth asa 
Prophet that fingers ſhall have this 
judgement, and doth not ſolicire thi 


ſentence againſt chem, upon his pro-| 
vocations, In a ſecond manner, they} 


may be conceived as wiſhes , but ſo # 
the defireis not referred to the paint 
of the perſons, bur to the juſtice of tit 


?/«.57.1x Puniſher as when he ſaith , The ji 
ſhall rejoyce when he ſhall. ſee. revenge, 
- ſhall waſh his hands inthe blaod of a (inn; | 


this appetcacy- ofrevenge is no 


mw > 3 Aa 


oQ. © @., zh 23 


—_— 


fr ly 2 Aa 


— = A 
2 A. =. 


OB S =P 


n—_ 
= 


28.5 DS 


__— —"—=—_— 099m we. > "I > a» oy = GH 5B a> C 


O07) 
fimply tothe honour of Gods juſtice, 
tor God himſelte doth not delighr in - 
the deſtruſtion of the wicked, bur in 
the exerci'e of his juſtice, Or in a third 
ſenſe, theſe wiſhes and opratives of 
evills may be aſſigned, and direed to 
the removing, and ſupprefſing of the 
crimes only, that the perſons may 
be preſerved, and the faults abo- 
liſhed. E 
In one of theſe three ſenſes, all Da- 

vids vehement inſearions of ſinners 
arc tobe accepted, and none of them 
afford any patronage of perſonall ma- 
levolence, or animoſiry againſt ene- 
mies ; not under the pretence cvecn of 
fighting under Gods Colours, and woun- 
ding them.in this quarrell z For Devid | 
being fincerely comprehended, fſug- 
geſterh to us no countenance of any 
private malignity. Saint A»guſtine, 
(unto ſome who it ſeemerh ſoughrra 
exteniuate the foulneſſe of thoſe finnes 
inthemſelves, wherein they had+rruly 
Davids precedent ) anſwereth, that 
they who arc bold to finne, becauſe 
David did, doe that which Devid did 
7: ; T 3 iz not, 


| _ (78) 
not, that is, fin by precedent, or ſeek 
ta palliate his offence by example, 
I may then well ſay, that they doe 
much more pervcifly, that wreſt, and 
bend Davis inta a patronage of any 
rancqur , ar virulency to his ene- 
mies; forthey muſt be guilty of rradu- 
cing him,as wel as af tranſgreſſing the 
precept, when they, upon miſconſtru= 
Rion vouch his authority for this li- 
cence af maligning enemies. I ſhall 
requeſt then every one inall rheir des 

fires, or prayers, reſpecting their ene- 
mies, to follow this unqueſtionable 

"I "3-5- precedent of David in Now nabis, Dami- 

© " #e, 102 yobia, fed nomins tuo da gloriam, 

| Lotd, not and fo yau may glorifie God as well in 
but uns your ſuffcring charitably under your 

. thy name enemies, a< in executing Gods judge- 

£5 metit upon hisenemics, when thar ſhall 

| be ordajinded you, as the aRive part of 
your militancy for him. 

Having given you this key to all rhe 

Pfalmifis imprecations , (which may 

be {aid ro be the harder ciphers, the 

' Phinerthey feeme in the letter andal- 

phabec of ordinary curſes ang maledi- 

ZN Rions) 


ions) I will caſt back upon the two 
queres, which may perplex many well 
affeRed ſufferers, which are, What de- 
grees of interior love we areobliged to afford 
ar enemies ? Secondly, what attuall evi- 
dences we are bound 10 exhibit of this 


charity ? 


(79). 


To give a ſolution to the firſt que- 


ſtiog,we may confider our love to cne- 
mies in three reſpe&s , the firſt is, as 
they are ſimply cnemics, and we are - 
nor called to love them in this regard, 

for this were rather repugnant then 

conſonant to charity, to love any thing 

ia that reſpe&t wherein it is an evill, 
which the enmity it ſelfe of our ene- ... 
mics alwaycs may be reputed. The 
ſecond notion under which we may 
contemplate them, is, in the nature of 
men, images of God, or members of Chriſt, | 
and in this confideration,we are bound 
in pain of the breach of charity, to love 
all our enemics. and to ſerve them with 
all the offices that appertain to this ac- 
ceptian af them,rhar is, not to exclude 
our enemics out of thoſe benevolences 
ſpiricuall or temporall, weaffordto the 
wy Ta 


gcfc- 


_- 
generall of our neighbours. The third 
maner may be,to:confider-enemics'irn; 
this reſp<& , of being moved with'a 


particular affe&tion*iro them, to ſuchs. 


degree as in reference to the love we: 
owe God, weattaineto- furmounr and 
/overcome the averſion of our nature., 
and to be touched with a ſenſible kind- 
nefle cvento ouradverſarics. 
This excellent degree of charity is 
rather of perfeion rhen- of. expreſſe 
obligation , thus much is onely of nes: 
ceſhity: required, that we prepare our 
minds, . 1n ' cafe 'our enemics ne- 
ceſhiry ſhould :demand ſuch an ex- 
p:effion .of our love, to render them 
this teſtimony of ir. Bur tbe acuall 
conferring of this kind of loveupon att 


enemy, tor Gods ſake , without the 


point of this neceflity , beſongeth-to 
perfeRtion , not: preciſely to the: 
precept of Charity, What wee are: 
then abſolurely : bound unro in the: 
 behalfe of our enemies,is, to.remit cfi-: 
tirely all their offences, and violarions 
'of us, never to purſue any: repriſall or) 


- our. 
þ " - 4 
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retaliation upon. them, in retercaceto! 
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* (38x) 
our offences, and co compriſe them its 
all our generall charities diftributed ro 


our brechren,” cither'in ſpiricuall ſuc- 


cours; or materiall ſupplyes; ſo as not 


' toexclude any never (vill affeRted to 
us,not ſo much'as by our'withes, 'out® 
of any common benefit, which- we'di- 
ſpenſe ro our brethren , either in alms,. 


or -jn any other accommodations 
wharſoever. Theſe are'the bands'we 
arc engaged intoour enemies by pre- 
cept, which relaterh-to-rhe interiour 
diſpofition of our mindstowards them; 
and ſo reſolveth the firſt demand. 

- The ſecond concerning what exte- 
fiour miniſteries we are obliged to af- 
ford our enemies,” is partly determined 
nrhis diſcuſfion of the firſt, Bur for: 
more elucidation , we may proceed to: 
deliver it to you further *explicated.' 


| Theparticular benefits, and kindneſles 


then, with which we pleaſure friends, 


454ll ſorts of ſolaces, and pratificati-' | 
ons, - which. are the; commerces of  ... 
triendfhip, are not due to enemies, but 


in caſes where their neceſſicies andex- 
Igences require ſuch correſpondencies;' 
my as 


\ 


(aa) - 
chem the deating rad refrbng 
eth, then the tee refreſhing 
bim is obligatary ; and this rule hold. 
eh in all other diftreſſes of our ene- 
mies, confiſting with the charity wee 
owe our ſelves. But bcyond theſe ca- 
ſes of neceſhry, to traine the courſe of 


' charity to pleaſure, and accommodate 
- our enemies, is paſhng inco the upper 


region of perfeRion, which indeedis 
truly evangelical, The other,in reſpe& 
of this, may be termed bur legall per- 
formances, remaining in the infirm and 
barren element of abſolute obligation; 
for the bare defiring not to be over- 
come by evill , ſavoureth ſomewhat 


Lute '9- of the apprehending Chriſt bur as aafte- 
Anauſtcre 74 Henne, and propoſing to bring in as 


Loved 


much. 


Ha- 


ungreth or thirſts | 


2 S059 0 i 


DR EO OBEBERENSCOCCCEROS ATCY SSD WRADS PR 


:.» 


a + o»> © o» i > > £ 


-_ 


2 * dd. TT Fd © 


a w © + MF ©*D FF 


—_— :*. 
”» . 


\ 


(23) : 
-- Having ſhewcd yau the meaſure of 


the SaviFuary, which you are obliged ro 


compleat, I dae not meanc tacauntes 
nance the giving no corollary , or ſur- 
plus, but rather to ſolicite you allro 
preſſe downo the meaſure, and: givo ir 
cunning over inta the bofomes of your 
enemies, for in the ſame meaſure, the 
therity of God peured forth into y« 
hearts by the holy Ghef, ſhall be mea» 
ted-te you, This ſpirituall Mevzs of 
charity differeth much from the mate- 
riall, in theſe properties, thatif we doo 
not fill our Gamer, what we have gathe- 
red of it is {@ tar from becomming'our 
juſt proportian , as all we have provi- 
ded, corrupterh and purrifierh, and all 
we lay in above tho preceptod meafure 
mulriplyeth and bertereth-all our/pro- 
vifian. Por if we render any leffo then 
our preciſe obligation in this dury, ul 
we preſent is of no acceptation/, -and 
what we. offer above our debt , -aug- 
nenteth and fanRifieth all the reſt. * 
.* Whereupan I muſt beſeceh you-ts 
tomember, that the love of enemies is 
not performed aftcr the manner of ga-. 
Wes thering 


thering Mann in the Law, but after 
that, of managing the z/ent in the Ge. 
ſþel. For it doth nor hold in this ch 
2c#/.8.15 rity, that hewho hath much aboundeth na, 
and he that hath little: wanteth not, but 
this other rule is verified herein, that 
to every one that hath fball be given, 


and he ſhallabound, and from him that 


hath nor, that alſo which he hath ſhall 
be taken from him, fince any deficien- 
cy inthe precepted part of this char 
which I on dellomed you, invak, 
dates all the reſt of our pertormances, 
Thelcaſt graine of malice to any one 
enemy, voudeth all our acquitrances in 
this. obligation, and every graine of 
love given above meaſure, proverthan 
x Cor.13.7 increaſe of our ſtock, as itis ſced of 
Heb.6-9. new grace, which is the root of that 


* wa ut excellent charity which ſoffereth all, bes 


wuſt of leeveth all, hopeth all, and ſuſt aincth all. 


| {oobcl Whereupon in order to that chwity 
v:d bexer T Owe you, I will-put on S.-Pavls col- 


| , thn;2,20d GJence of his Countrymen, and ſay, 


-— worden Confid;mic de wobis dilefFiffiemi melior, 


alchough Gy viciniers ſaluts temeaſi ite loquimr. 
tus LI will bclecvs that you'doc. play oh 
2235013 cood 
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d husbands in that ſteck you have 
now in'your bands, of not onely forgi-: 
ving, but loving enemies. For the -rau- 
incs of your houles, and the deſtroying 
of your woods, aftord:you marter-to 
make theſe coales of charity , which I 


hope you heap upon the heads of your © 


enemics,in continuall prayers for their 
refipilcency, and in a preparative di- 
ſpoſure of your minds, to render good 
4 evill tothe extent of your abilitics, 
unto all their occaſions. . $63. 

Theſe are the coales. of fire, the 


Apoſtle ſairh we ſhould. caſt. upon the xow.1 
heads of our enemies, not in orderto., 
the aggravation of thcir faults,as ſome 
underſtand it, but referred fincerely to/ 


the kindling of their charity to God, 
and us. And this vertue blazing among 


you, is the moft probable way to ex-, 


tinguiſh the flame of your perſecution g 
torchis ardent Charity may by the mer- 
cy of God fire- your neighbours hou- 
ſes; and if the. love of enemies take 
hold of them, you will partake of the 
operation of this vertue. And thus you 
may convince them of your undeſcr- 
Eos ving 


32+ } 
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ving the name of enerhies, by d bt 


them the offices of friends, in this 
cummunicating to them ſo extelletity 
yertue as charity to enemies; and while 


you-thus benefic your 1elves, by your 


oppreſſions, if you iafeR your advers 
ſaries with Charity, you may introduce 
into the nation, the good husbanding 
alſo of proſperity, which osconomy 


hath been little praGtiſed hitherto inall | 


her ſecular advantages. 
For alas ! how truly may it beap- 
plyed ro our nation what God reproa- 


ra.s7 12 Cheth by the Prophet Eſay, Duiaegoth. 


| Becauſe I gems, o quaſſ on videns, tf mes oblirs 
am hold- - p . if 
| ing my © Wherefore it will be an enterpriſe 
| . peace, and Worthy yourreligion, to efideavourb) 
us #v-- the fervour of your Charities, to ſatis 
£ . "P | 
and thou in ſome degree for the oblivions of 
baſt for= your brethren and thus in honout'of 


Een the : Catholcke derin of Satisfattinn, 


you may renderit beneficiall evetits. 


the enemies rhereof, while your abit 
dante of Charity in this preſent time 


fupplicch heir want, yout virtues d6 | 


fignivg ro appeaſe God;as much as you 


wo ”oonrnpdcoG©r om yn oarFrn 
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zinſt the narion. So that ifone part 
be liable co the exprobracion of the 
pher,in forgetting God by the abuſe 
proſperity, theother may have this 
claime of the Pſalmift to intercede for 
both, 4s the voice of the upbraider, and 
the reproacher, at the face of the enemie, 
| ad perſecutor, all theſe things have come 
you ar, neither have we forgottes thee, 
| nc wh hears hath not revoked back- 
ward. 

When we find our loves then ftart- 
ing, or flying backwardiin the incoun- 
ters of our enemies, let us remember 
this military diſcipline and rule, The 
there i leſſe danger in fighting , then in 
fhing, tor very often wee overcome 
evill, by contending with good againſt 


? OM 
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that into che field againſt our enemies, 


2 Domeſtique enemy , which is the 
| more deſperate miſchiefez for even 
the ſacceſſe of revenge. kindleth thoſe 
' paſtions.in our. hearts, which demand 
noJefſe their ſlavery for their pay, ma- 
lice; anger, and inremperancy, remain- 

ng 
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It; and when we fly to evill, ro bring 


though we maſtera Forreigne,we raiſe 


17, 18. 


(283) -, x: 
ing inſtead of 4vx-liar;es to our enmity}: 
owners of our hearts, .-: Tio 

So that though it were in youripas 
wer to oyercome vice by vice, it were 
both the nobler and the ſafer way to, 
vanquiſh ic by vettue, and to imploy 
rather love, which is {ure to. be faith- 
ful, and to preſerve aft intrinfike peace, 
then rotruſt hatred, which is very une 
 certaine of any ſucceſlc in offending 9, 
thers, and alwayes ſure of injuring our 
ſelves, Chriſt. Feſus, who had revenge 
more in his power, then his enemies 
had their .provocations, would not 
countenance it by taking the leaft grain 
of it inall his life. . He ſeemed ncerer 
_being angry with his friends , that but 
" propoled any reſentment , then with 
the ſtrangers for their irritations. 'The 
ſonnes of thunder were reproached. of 
being ſtrangers to his ſpirit, more then 
the Samaritans for being: exerciſers{of 
his/paticnce,: So as inthis caſe, Chrif 
{cemeth to haye provided a:cautionaty: 


inſtruction for. us-,":againſt, any::caget I 


promptitude:inrcvenge, under the! 


t 


lour of his quarrel; becauſe the.cage | 
= ” of 


(2WE - 
ofour owne nature, ſo apt to be ſet 
upon the weapons we pretend to whet 
in his cauſe, when we are in a ſharp 
proſecution of our enemies. The ſword 


s commonly that of our own (ſpirit, _ 
and the ſheath only the Word of God, 


for we cover familiarly our private a- 
nimoſities with Gods aflignations , 
when indeed we rather take God for 
our ſecond in our owne differences, 
then combat fincerely for his de- 
henes. , - | | 

This 15a pravity fo cleavingto our 
nature , as we may note, that. Chriſt's 
Diſciples, who had heard ſo many 1n- 
culcations-of this defigne of Chriſt .to 
ſuffer, and ſubmit himſelfe ro all ſorts 
of offences - and violations, did neyer 
comprehend his meaning in this mat- 
ter, and never anſwered him any thing 
upon this diſcourſe; bur as ſoone as. he 
did but touch upon what ſounded like a 


purpoſe of vindication and revenge, Luke 22. 


as when he had fignified to them the 


-— 


approach of his danget,and giventhem |, 


| bura licrle hint of arming thamſelves, - . 
| they preſcntly anſwered as ifthey had 
rot y: V been. 


Mat.s. 


_ to accept him, 


(290) 


been clecre fighteFin this propoſitton,. 
_ Behold here are two ſwords. The Croſſes, 
' and ſcourges, whereof he had ſo often 


acquainted them , did not {o much as 
awake their curiofities, and having ne- 


' ver ſpoken before of any offenſive 


weapons, or inſtruments he would im- 
ploy , our nature was as quick in the 
acceptance at the firſt notice of this re- 
ſolution of revenge, asir had been hez» 
vy in conceiving the frequent 1ntima- 
tions of yeelding unto the offences of 
enemies and perfecutors : but we ſee 
they underſtood Chriſis meaning as 
litcle in this point, as in the other, for 
Chriſt-came not to follow the viriated 
nature of man, that diAateth with the 
Scribes , Thou ſhalt love thy friend, and 


- hate thine enemy ; but to make man par- 


raker of the divine nature , the which 
ferniſhes the juſt and unjuſt with the 
ſame ſunne for light, and the ſame 


clouds for refreſhment , nay he gave 


his owne Sonne , univerſally for the 


whole world, even for thoſe he knew 


would be ſo unworthy of him , as not 
"hs. | 


- Whete- 


| 


4 
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' Wheteupon this Sonne af God, 
this ſelf-lacrificer for his enemies, 
hath gaqd right to impoſe cxact duties 
ypon us; in reference ta Qur epemigs, 
the which are more hisenemies, in-the 
very act of being ours. $0 aS in this ar» 
der to us, he ſheweth rhe way tathis 
denigaity, ſince his command of theſe 
ſuccours tor rhem, manifeſteth his in« 
dulgence rothem,enjoyning his friends 
{thoſe that are contarmable to the 
perfection of his Pather ) theſe three 
goodwffices tor his enemies and theirs, 
(which are all in order to the teclaim- 
ing them, and reducing them to a reda- 
mancy ot him) Benedicite, benefxite, & 
orate. Theſe three invitations he ap- 
pointerh towards the refipilcence of 
enemies; he will havethem invited by 
our heart, by our mouth, and by-our 
hand, by being beloved with rhe firſt, 
bleſſed by the ſecond , and heneficed 


by the laſt. And in'all theſes ats of . 


tharity, Chriſt Feſus hath exhjbired his 
life and his dearch as  mirrour of refle- 
Qion, to caſt back rheſe reyes of love . 
upon our hearts , as the Prince of the 

V2 Apo- 


| (292) 
Apoſiles expreſly intimateth to us, ur- 
ging our Vocation to theſe duties in 


1Pet.2.21. this reſpeR, becanle Chrift ſuffered for 


you, leaving you an example that you may 


. follow hu ſteps, who when he was reviled 


did not revile, when he ſuffered he threat- 


ned. n0t. 
- So as thoſe who think this a hard 


ſaying, and goe back upon ir, are, if 


they conſider it aright, guided'by their 
enemies, as much as they are led afide 
from the fteps of Chriſt, and are made 
ineffe, tollowers ot their malggners, 
rather then of their maker. For when 
they are drawn by the example of 
thoſe that leave Chrift to follow their 
paſſions, they ſeeme to credit even 
/thoſe whom they hate, more-then 
Chriſt whom they pretend to. love. 
Theſe jncongruities are found in-the 
paſſion of hatred , the deferring more 
« to the example ot thoſe we profeſſeto 
diſaffe, then even to the. pattern of 
him we pretend to adore. 74 
Thoſe then who will not follow 
Chriſt in theſe paces of his love te ene» 
'mies, muſt know they follow the cnes 
mic 
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mic of their nature, andtheir owne ac- 
cuſer, and he that infiſteth upon the 
foot-ſteps of Chrift, avoideth ſuch a 
leader, as he ought to take this courſe, 
if ic were for nothing but to fly from 


| ſucha guide, and taketh ſuch a guide 


as he oughtto follow , though he had 


__noillto avoid. How much the more 


thenis he obliged ro this courſe, when 
both theſe are coupled, to follow the 
beſt, and ro fly the worſt, to incline to 
God, and to decline Sathan'? So as by 
a juſt Hatred to this unalterable enemy, 
we may well reconcile our ſelves to all 
convertible adverſaries. 

For this reaſon Chriſt Feſws loved us, 
not for any.good that invited his Cha- 
rity, but for the goodneſſe whereof our 
ature was ſuſceptible; which capacity 
in us, was ſufficient for Gods innate. 
goodnefle, to diffuſe it ſclfe into the 
loving us; and for this reaſon,God ſec- 
meth to have enjoyned all thoſe that 
we injure and offend, to love us, that 
our nature might not be withdrawn 
from evill, by this moſt powerfull at- 
traive of undeſerved love , which 
V 3 g1vesS 


(294) | 
gives & tnoſt naturall cauſe of re.affez 
ing, even to the worſt narutes, the be- 
ing firft beloved, ſo undelervedly, in 
proofe whereof, it was ſaid of S. Atha- 
#afont , (the Ereat touch-ſtone of this 
ſott of love) that he wis Pereatientibut 


FE AAIAS, & difidentibws warznts , by be. 


Ing an adamant to his offenders, he be 

came a load-ſtone ro his eicnrers; 
and thus remaining utimoyed with in» 
juries, he removed hetefics, copying 
well his Maſter , who cured greater 
wounds b y beating of leſſer; to Which 
imitation ou may addi all your chis 
rities to your enemies, 

But abſtrafting from this Q, 
who cani account this precept rigorous, 
when every modeſt ſoule may co 
clude, there is more remitted rd him 
then exated of him, by this | _ 
HjunRivn to all teh, to forgive, and 
love one nhother, Tinnce it were artogat® 
to brleeve hita {elſe leſſe peccable the 
ethers, and [vlikelyer to be ſinned 
Sainft, then him{Ulte to ſih avainſt Ns 


drothes. Humility then will caſily ſheW 


_ have rather a i god bargain che 
af 
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(295) 
an-unequall butthen,in this command 


of Love Jour enemies, doe good to them Huty. 44 


that bat e you, pray for them that perſecate 
1p that you may be children of your Fa: 
thers who in heaven, ſince you bave 
this mark upon you of your legitimarti- 
on, the being under the. correion of 
your Father , I be{cech you to endea- 
your the producing this other com- 
pleating note thereof, the diletion_of 


your brothers. 


. There is a memorable precedent of 
this ſort of charity, in S. Gregory Nakt- 
an;en being Biſhop of Conſtantinople, 
who allaycd the heat of his Catholike 
flock in a high provocatien, and in a 
faire conveniency for: revenge upon 
their enemics, the Arriuns, who in the 
time of Yalence an Arrien Emperont, had 
bitterly proſecured the Carholikes, and 
vpon his death, andthe ſucceſſion of 
Theodoſirs a Catholike Prince, the people 
defigned to put the law of retaliation in 


farce again their cnemies ; rowhich 


mention their holy B/bop oppoſerth 
himfſeife im:theſe termes, 7t « wot the, 

#hy deare flock, that C H:RIST requireth, 
$31 YV 4 mor 


 norwhat the Goſpel teacheth us , lit this 


be our revenze , to "arg their ſalvations) 


, who very probably have ſurthered ours by 
their injuries : therefore let us knowingly 
confer benefits ow them, who unawares by 
their malevolence have contributed to ow 
benedidctions. But if your minds de ſo 
eſtuate with anger, as they cannos be turn- 
ed to this benevolence, doe at leaſt the next 
beſt tothis , refer your revenge to Chriſt, 
reſerve it for the future Trikunall, ſince 
the Lord ſaith, Revenge is his , and hey 
will retribute. And this exhortatijon did 
{> prevaile upon the p-ople,as they re- 
ſigned their animoſitics, and did ac- 
quieſce unto his temper; and I may 
expe your acceprance ef this pro- 
poſition, for I hope you are as good 
Catholikes as they ; and I am ſure you 
want halte of their temptation, which 
is a preſent commodity for revenge; 
that isnot the weakeſt part tor thepro- 
' vocation. | 

Wherefore it may be cafier for you 
- toretgine the quality of Lambs, when 


you have no capacity of playing the 
L1075. And to- diſpoſe you towards ; 


the 
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the complyance with this conditiorwr 


of Lambes , in your minds you may Te« 
cogitare with what nature our 'Saus- 
ar chole to qualitie his Diſciples, who 
were to work upon perverſe adverſa- 


ries, he ſent them, as he ſaith, as ſheep| Mar.ro.. 


amonz wolves. Upon which words, S. 5 
Chryſoſtome {faith clegaat] y, Let them be 
aſhamed who like wolves proſecute their ad- ... 
verſaries , when they may behold troops of 
wolves overcome by a few ſheepe>. And 
truly ſo long as we are ſheep, we eafi- 
ly. get the better of our enemies; bur 
when we paſſe into che nature of 
wolves, then we are overthrowne by - 
them ; for then'wwe have no longer the 
protetion and ſuccour of our Paſtour, 
who' doth. nor feed and patronize 
wolves, but ſheepe-. I pray remember 
then, that while you ſuffer like your 
Paſtor, you overcome by his victory, 
and when your angers and hatreds 
will aſſault your enemies, you-'quit 
Chriſt, who.:is much ſtronger then 
your adverſe party, and undertake- of” 
yourſelves, who are'much the wea- 
ker ſide; and thus you wave the pri- 
| viledges 
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viledges of Carholikes, to defend your 


ſelves by che infirmitics ofmen. 

If you will..then ſecure to your 
ſelves an admirable reparation of all 
the violences and injuries of your ene- 
mics, you muſt remirthem all from 
your hearts, and offer up to God no 
onely your continuall prayer , but e- 


ven all the merit of your religious ſuf- 
fcrings, to mediate their converſiony | 


and if you prevaile for any , you draw 
out of the good you doe them, incom- 
parably more advantage then from 


any wiſh that could ſucceed againſt 


themz for if you bring an enemy to 
heaven, he giveth you etcrnall' ſatis: 
faction, for all his joy ſhall be ſet up- 


on your crowne, as an earichment of 


it, and that improvementof your glo- 


ry ſhall alſo be an addition to his 
joy. | 
. Theſe then are defignes fic for the 


members of Chriſt Feſas, andthe rein» | 
ples of the holy Ghoft, to raiſe out ene | 


mics up to our owne joycs, andto:ex: 


alt-our joycs by this clevation of: out | 


ehemics. This was the method:#f 
|  Chri 
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Chrifft Feſws our head , 'by humbling 2bil...g. 
himſelfe, and preferring his enemies, 

he heighened Himſelfe , as the © fob.;. 
relleth us, For che which chinsz God bath 

dſo exalted him, and hath groe him a 

34m which # abowe afl wamcs.. ' And all 

theſe actions were deſigned by Feſws; 

forthe converting enemies into friends; 

and they who pretend t06/be made like 

him, when they ſee him, muſt procure 
t6looke like him now upon theirhes 

mics , that having ſan&ifed them- 

ſelves, as he is holy, and being tranſla- 

red from death to life by this love of « Theſ.4. 
our-brother, wemay berhoughrwor- "7: 

thy to fir rogether wih him in hea- 


venly places, when his enemies are 


his foot-ſtoole, when the defttuftion 
df enemies afforderhy u joy perkeRin 

our chwity ; and untill then, we, muſt + - 
endeavour th accompliſh our aburiry, 


by procuring to our utmoſt power the 


kſtning of the number of theſe ene- 
mites, that remaining in chury-in this 
ife, we may be admitted mo—_— 
HEterfall chavry, and where we fall: 
Teng never 
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never (ce an enemy center, nor-a frieqd 
depart. Wherefore I will hope in God 
that you endeavour by your charity to 
bring your preſent enemies into thate- 
rernall tabernacle; and by this courſe, 
though you: ſhould faile of drawing 
your brothers, they cannot of carrying | 
you unto more elevared manſions in. 
your Fathers houſe. 


SZASIZLEELERSISEEN 


Cuayp. » © I 


Motives of joy 0 «ll ſorts of Religious 
| ' Sufferers. 


Aving giving you this Evanze- 
licall ſafe convey through your 


Rem.i12. enemics quarters, by ſhewing you how 


© the danger of this paſſage conſifteth | 
in your aQing, not enduring hoſtility, 
(fince Saint Pawls precept agreeth with 


Elifſhahs pra&tice in thispoint of not ſtri- "4 


Ling, but ſetting bread and water bes 

fore:cnemics blinded with their, paſ-- 

fions) now atthe end of this narrow” 
way, 


(301) 
way, I ſhall endeavour. to ſhew you 
how the iflue thereof, openeth intorthe 
ſpacious place the , P/almiſt. ſaith "his 
tecr were put into,. which is ſpiricuall 
joy, tranquility, and enlargment of 
heart. For upon taithfull compliances 
with theſe duties I have diſcourlied, I 
may preſent reſpe&ively to cach of 
your conditions, this Evangelical con- 


| merces veſtra copioſa eſt in c#lts. » _ 
) To thoſe that conteſted the procel- ;ayee for 
fion of Chrifts Doctrine from God, he your re- 
| propoſeth this cleare deciſion of the V9 = 
queſtion, the obſerving firſt the will heaven. 
of God, whereby they ſhould diſcern 
the verity of his afſeverarion, If axy, | 
ſaith he, will doe the w:ll of him, he ſhall 199n7.17. 
underſtand of the Doidrine whether itbe of | 
God. And I mayin like manner boldly 
| purthis doarine of the bleſſednefle of 
 MiRtion upon the ſame triall, affir- 

ming that whoſoever ſhall doe thewil? 

of God, ſhall cvidently perceivethisro 
| deaprinciple of Divine werity, Bleſſed i 747.r-17. 
the man that ſuffererh tentation. Where- | 

fore upon ſuppoſition of your. confor- . 
mities 
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gratulation of Gaudete .cr exultate, quis Mar.y.iz. '| 
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mitjes to therules of Catholike dotFrind 
which have been delivered you in the 
manner of your ſufferings, icisrhar] 
2djudge unto you this atkignation of 


 Mat.5.10 Chriſt, of Beats qui perſecutionenm patinn..._/ 


= _ inr propier J aſtitian » Guia ipſarums eff 


who ſufter regwwm CEIaruMm. 
perſecuti- Yo that yau may convert ali the 
Ju . 

tice, for Qrdinences, that dipallefie you of yaur 

exires tranſitory tenures in your Country,intg 

dome of Evidences to entitle yau ta this Kings 

heaven, . dome, and make your enemies your 
beſt Stewards of your eſtates, and conle- 
quently, you may be accounted the 
only bleflcd party in this conjuncwe; 
What an advantage 1s it for thaſe who 
are in this pious paine of the Pfa/muf, 
of What ſhall I return te cur Lord for dl 
he hath beſtowed? to have God vouch 
{ate, as I may ſay, to ſerve himſclie, 
and take fromthem that which is made 


more worthy of him by his taking, |. 


' thenit could have beene by theirgs 
ving. For even inthe ſacrifice to Ga 
of all thcir eſtates, rhey might perad& 
venture have been miſtaken in the-af 


. Plication ofir rothe moſt acceprabit | 


deſigne 


we 
OY 
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defigne of God upon the,butthey who 
part cheeretully with whar Gad takerh 
trom chem,are {ure it is diſpoſed in the 
way of his choice; and this is to give ta 
God according to his owne election, 


which is much {ecurer then out owne 


defignation. 

I am not ignorant ofthe preference 
given to active Charity in this point, in 
ſriſt compariſons , yet this ſeemerh 
an advantage, which privation for 
Gods ſake hath above action, that we 
afe certain of our vocation ta that ſort 
of ſervice which God declarerh to us, 
by his impoſition of it, and we cannor 
be ſo ſecure, in any project of aur own 
for his Mory,that the time,the manner, 
and other circumſtances are rightly 
conforred to Gods preſent purpolc z 
whereas in ſuffering religioufly, what 
Sactually inflited by God, there can 


. beno miſ-judgement in theſe circum- 


ſtances. This is then an advantage, 
every one may be aſlured ro make, in 
Xcepting 'piouſly their loſſes, and de- 
privements, ro conclude their goods 


. are more infallibly imployed accor- 


ding 


| (304) 


ding to Gods preſent will, then their 
own hands could have addreſſed them 


ro Gods purpoſes ; and ſo their deyoti- 
ons may be ſolaced in this defire of 
retributing ſomewhat to God , even 
after their hands ceaſe to be miniſteri- 
all in that office. For they give him 
by this faithtull refignation all he reſu- 
meth, and preſent him with their ac- 
ceptance of the manner of his pleaſure; 


which 15 more valuable then the mat- 


ter of any oblations, 
Bleſſed are they ro whom it1s given 
to knowtheſe miſteries of the kingdom 
of God, for Affiidions ſeem not onely 
Parables, but even Paradoxes to ſuch as 
havenor the key of the Croſſe $f Chrif 
1C07,1.18. wherewith to open them , forthe Word 
of the Croſſe to them that periſh will bt 
fooliſhneſſe, but to them that are ſaved, that 
is to us, it s the power of God , and to 
finde the power of God in all your 
croſſes, I muſt defire every form: of 


ſufferers among you, to examine itby | 


this Principle, That Croſſes are notto be 
, Judged of according to the Predicamet 


| of 9=antitic,but of relation, that is; yl | 


m 


| ing how munch your are afflied, bur” 


pa << =» 53 


Wh + 


ATESESETS 


» 
Y wg 


——_— 


8 
= 


RE. 
muſt not amaſc yourſelve & wichthink®+ 


apply your minds to finde how'minch*® 

you make 6f your afflitions. 'The' firſt 

is to ſtay with the Awwiwmurers-in the 

cofpel,pondering the heat,and Buitthen 

of the day,the otherts to weighwithsS. * 

rwlagainſt momentany tribulati6s the'icor.4.r7 

eternal weight of glory; whicttballan- 

cingof your coditions,muſt needsdraw ' 

from you all this confeſſion, that your * 

maſters joke i ſweet and his burthe# light; 

ray you ſhall finde that your carriages 

are rather a ſupport then an oppreſſion 

toyou,according tothis elegant conceit 

ot S. Bernard, Iu onr conrſe through this 

life, the fafttr we ran, the eaſier it for us, 

and the' light burthen of our Sxvtou, 

4 it increaſes, growes more portable; -Dorb 

nt the numerouſneſſe of the plames and _ 

futhers elevate, and not onerate the birds 

that beare them ? Take away the feathers" 

and the reſt of the body amy downward” 

bythe remaining weight ; ſothe diſcipline: 

ef Chriſt, che ſweet yoke and barthen of 

the Croſſe, in thtir rejetion and depoſition; 

wh prove: our depreſſion, becauſe _—_ 
| X gber 


Ls ” 
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ther carrie ne they 4s leads ave earvied by. 
us, while our mind; feele the worth of they. 
weight which they heave. And I hope [ 
haveſhewcd you ingonformity to this, 
how God hath alwajcs fer plumes of 
this kind,unto ſuch as he hath deſigned: 


to raiſe, as the Prophet ſaith, «bove rhe 4h 


_.. titwdtxof theearth, Thole Eagles which, 


are to be congregated to the Gloriew 
Cris:fied body, have their wings tormed 


of rheſe plumes, of crofles, perlecutis 


ons, defamations, and ſuch like mg 
tetial's, on which they make their 


mounties up to thejr reſt. Sa that very 
often, when. in tendernefſe to our: 
friends we wiſhtheir deliverances from. 
preſſures and tzntations, we vote a8 
impertipently their good and exalta» 


tion, 25 if in pitty to birds in ſummer, 
/ w6-ſhould-with them unfeathered that. 
they might be cooler & ighter. Forthe: 
ſpecct yoke, and the light burthenol, 
Ch-ifþ are to Chriſtians, what plumes 
areto fuch creatures, which are caryed 
hy bis kinde- of their owne portagey 
fince our - minds like- their bodich 


« 
Ls 


would Jye fill upon: the carth, #eh#$ | ;| 
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were not raiſed and'cleyated 
it; by cheſe exercitations,”  * 


above 
Wherefore confiding onyour virtues; 
doe lament moſt their milerable &« 
ſare,that while they are now ſtripping 
and denuding, you are feathcrjng an; 
imping out theſe ſpirituall: wings for 


our cjevation, and afe faftning mil- 
Tones abour their own necks, by ehis 
ſcandalizing the-little ones; who arg 
inder his protcRion, that harh inter- 
minared this fearcnce againſt their ofs 
fenJers 5 Nay all the power and pro- 
ſpctity of this world ts ſo vaige nd 

2:iable even inthe ſcenic of this fits. 

15 qv, from the menaces ofrhe 
dther world, here is nothing worthy 
dfemulation in rhem , relating onely 


to this age 52nd what the &rophet Efay, ;,., s. 


faith is veryaccommygdible tv the con yo. 
dirion of your perſecutors; and your 
fidelities in this perſecution, Even the 
youth ſhall faint and be weary, and the> 
ponng me my utterly fall , but they that 


Veitupon theLord ſhal renew their frength, 
they ſhall rap & 791 be weary: hy f6 " Lak 
The | 3 : nd 


_—__(z6t) 
4nd not faint. Io contemplation of this 
improvement of the. faithfull, S, 4g, 
ſaith,the divell lictle knows how much 
go0d he is doing, while he is. in his 
higheſt point ofraging,tor he is indeed, 
but blowing the coals ofGods furnace, 
where his gold is refining, and blow. 

ing out the flames of his owne impure 
forges; For as God ſerved himſclic of 
the Angels of Sathan, to blow out in 
Saint Paulchoſe ſparks of vanity, and 
{clfe-love, which are glowing ftill in 
our. moſt mortified. nature, lying but 
raked up in Our aſhes, not extinguiſhed: 
ſo doth the holy Spirit make ole of the 
breath ofthe maligne one , to abate 
and mortific the flames of pride, ava: 
rice, and ſcnſualicy, while he bloweth 
the coals of perſecution, and purgatt: 
© +  oenofthechildren of God. | 

This conſidered, may not I juftly ads 

Arcfſe my feifeto all ranks, and py 
Ntures. of mourners amongſt you, 
. theſe 'termes of. Saint- Paw. to i 
countrymen in our conditions, 7 

' you brethren that you ſuſſer the word of ( 

olation, for with themore ime 
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fpoile of your goods, the greater ſhave [hat - h 


's have in that better - and permanent 


"[ubſtance you are purchaſing. Doe: not 


theretore loſe your confidence, 'whicty 
hath great remuneration; your firmnes 


and perſeverance is an adornment of * - 
the doQtrine of your S4v19xr,A jubilati-: 


on of the Angels thar arc lookers-on 


m your combar, and a contexture of , '' 


your own crowns, which when you. 
have finiſhed by perſeverance unto'the 
end, you fhall finde in them, all the 
ornaments you have ſer upon your $4- 
viowrs doQrine, and the gladnefſſe you 
tave afforded: the Angels, and Saints' 
n- your laborious traming of your: 
crownes,fo many ſeverall prerogatives: 
ofglory ſhining in them, and thEjoyes 
your victories have contributedto the : 
bleſſed Spirzts, ſhall then be rendred: 


you by every one of your partners, mm -* 
lo. incomprehenfible a imeafure> and? 
manner,: ascach one ſhall pay his for=: 
merreceiptofjoy from you; andin'the | 


lame a& acquirceinfinicly more by.your- 
receiving theirs, and your Maſters joy? 
+ While I. am upon theſe motives .oft 
Yo X 3 _J3®Ys 
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June 30. Jy} the Letters vi.this week bring mg 
1c46- one very propcr to icmit buck uns 
you, which is, che g/orious martyr. 

dome of one uf your brothers, which 

newes I rake me thinks (as the wonten 

Mat.:8.8 did what the Angel told them of at the 
tombe cohcerning Threſſs RefurteRion) 

with feare and great joy. For in orie/re« 

Pal 45; ſpe Fluminu impetne Intificat civitatem 
lence of 4 in order to the tortifying and 
the river e@hArMiIng your pietics , ſuch objects. 
—_ .« of the power and grace ot Carholike Res 
God joy- 11g708 are to be rcjoyced at y and to- 
ful. wardsthe propitiating of God untoall 
. your neteſſities, ſuch oblations ate. very. 
cficacious, .forthcy are ſo tnany Com: 
evrſ6:0ncrs, {ent from time to timefrom 
-amongſt you. to ſolicite freſh ſupplyes 

of graces fot the reſt of you who 218 

id the fame militdncie z but as they y 

Focal. 6. under'ti e Alter, crying with a lend v 1 
30. for revenge of their bod on thoſe thi 


dwell wpon the earth, in this reſpe&iths | th 


charity we owe our Nation, intcrmigetls 
zfad, and. trembling apprehenſion ta 
find the theaſure of their fathers ſtill 
Gilling up; which whon i colacs.to/Þe 


-—_ 


C. % a. 


commenſurate to that proportion God 
hath permutced it, will draw downe vi- 
4s ot wrath., to: every drop'of this 
hlood, wherewith che Land is cohta- 
minated; by the unjuſt cffufgon of it, 
Doe you then for Gods ſake ftrive, 
to makeas mnch benefit as the oceuſi> 
on offereth, Wherefore all you who 
are his brothers of the! ſathne THe, tid 
ſoby the Law, his next heires, ought 
toaccount your ſelves (as indeed you 
are) letr executors of his laboutrs, cha- 
ities, and pious offices to your bro- - 
thers, and enjoying your owne [tz aches 
of fervour, patience, and fidelity ,: 
which his example hath left you, you 
may alfo-feithful'y diſpetiſe rhe{eve- 
rl benefits of this holy pattern, whicty 
rpeRively belong to all the conditls 
as of the. Narrp,, tharare the retiorer 
kindred of this bleſſed Teffator,, who 
oo left the whole Cathalike Rock of 
x Country, proportionate fieanes to 
their cullinge, of ding edificd by: his 
Rania che which you muſt ehdeas' 
wirto diſpenſe to thetth, Kceordingts 
nix ſevetall qualifications; and while 
UE X 4 you 
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you dae providently manage this;pors 
tion obexample, he-hath lett: you, you! 
may enrich your ſelves ſo, as it. ay 


alſo-leave this rich talent .of ; Maftyr- 
dome, improved'to your ſurvivors and 


adde ſomewhat tothe rock of the Nas 
tions merit, to-counter-balance in the 
{fghrof God, ſomewhat the-provoca» 
tion of the othet part, and that by the 
deſcent of this ſpirit of ſacrifice amongſt 
you, there may be a-ſuccefſive provili- 
on made of ſuch holy hoaſts., out df 
this family of God, he which: will 
alwayes. propagate. 'by this, geneta- 
ting death) ro thei cnd, this ſpirituall 
progeny - may be continued. -by the: 
fruitfull ſeed of Martyrdome , "untill-ie 
ſhall pleaſc God: to regenerate; the 
whole Nation, by that way which may 
ſeeme ſtrange ro-many Nicedewuſes, 
- by making: her enter againe into het: 
mothers;''wombe. ; Wherefore. I miay' 
lawfully, charge-all .you that,arc:hs 


heirs and SXECIOTS, with. this Cam: 
miſcin 


" INE S 1 
; 4 


ſhall pleaſc to tall you to the. honour - |, 
Jrokng of this his owne cup,you.may. 


heires,thar cvery Martyr may {eetac rg | 
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thren,of labour. and patience, the-Prophets,. 
which :ſþake inthe wame. of the Lord -* Be« 


' [hold , we account them bleſſed that have3, 


ow; ute wn FEE 37 $rt 
yon for that part of you- which re- 
naincs in the: outward: court - of the 
ſavernacte,and-ſoare notappointed to 
the-4/zay of Holocauſts,youare called toi 
take an .inftragion. from this :ſacrifice,; 


which; may: filence . all your com- 


plaints, rowitzthar your clothes,/as-it 
cre, are butuſed, as:this your. bro- 
thers perſon was;: for. it-is your: goods 
enely chat are: quartered, and drawne' 
fron you 3: ſo that if you ſhould ſeeme:; 
to dſenfible of that ſeparation,ir might 
de :reproached-to  you,' that : yours 
worldly ſubftafices were more. 1iavi-! 


{cerate in your. hearts, then the hearts 
of thoſe your-brothers: were in their: 
bodies, whereof they ſocheerfully ac-'. ; 4:1 


(pr the ſequeſtraror. -Þ beleech you 


then-by the bowels of Feſee.chriſy to: 


at your parts:'25 «graciotily, and-to\ 


bring in your offerings with as. muth 
alicrity, -cvery: enc according-tothe: 


TS everall 
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wiſion from him,- Take an example, bre” Jam $86 
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ater.12: ſeptrall diviſions of graces, and the ſin 


ir, cha cach of you may bt&, as $, 
Peter {aithys groll d:ſpenſer of the munifeld 
$1«ce.of God... gs 51 a Zh | WE 
And thus while you offer yout diffy 


_ rent objens,with the ſame fidelity the 


ſervice of the temple may be conſum: 
mate between you , when one part of 


the body furniſheth the. blood. ant 


pſ«.65. the other the far of the ſacrifice. By this 


My mouth Conſort of xcale in all parcs,the Church | 


hath | 
ken in my among you may ſing wich the 2ſalmif 
widuar Locetum off cor mewn in tribulatione ma, 
cauſts with #OJocanſts medullats offeram 1ibs, And this 


marrow is the. moſt promiting- courſe can be 
ner rg. purſued, . to-plead for a mitigation of 
Gods chaſtiſements on his lirtle flock, 


and to mediate the redo@ion ofthe 


ſtraying p:rt of the Natvon. into the | 


fold. Wherefore the Apoſtles advice 
| this Country men, is very appoſite itt 
| + Meb.13*7. this occaſion of yours 5 Remember gut 
4 Prelates, who have ſpoken the word of Gui 
te you : the end of fe Corter ſation be 


belding, irnveare their faith, Wo 
:; Twill  not-follow this: invitationy 


** 
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ri, in honour bf this 
ſopremeſt vocation ofGbriftionity,fince 


Litay preſume , that all thoſe among 


you, who ſtand candidat tor thisdignity 
of whiccaing their robes in the bloud- * +> 
df the Zambr, are better qualified thets 
my ſeltc tor this cleQioti. Wherefore 
I will reſt in chis payinent,of my hum- 
ble reverence to this particular Sar, 
who hath fo lately overcotne with-the 


| ſame armes of the Lambe of Gout flaine 


from the. beginning, &ſo is now aceor- 
ding to his promile, fitring with him 4193-2: 
on his throne, inveſted with power over 
nations, hiimbly beſceching him co in- 
tercede unto his Head Chriſt Feſas, for 
thoſe. hands. (unhappy unto them» 
ſelves) that have been ſo beneficiall 


- tO him, acidco ſolicite him for his bros. 


thers remaining in- the fouleteſſe-of 
this carth, that choſe who are notcal- 
led x6 the honour of waſhing theit - 
robey as hey may atleaſt be furniſhed: 
with rhe non of: watehing 
ing their garments, re walk aot- 
mked, and ſhew their rurpitude, -bur- 
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deſpoilments and deveſtures,: clothiq. | 
with thar:filke which is the juſtificati: 
on of the $4:nts, and ſo.may bedreſſed, , 
in their wedding Garment - for . the | 

Apec.19.38 marriage ſupper of the. Tambe.: And 
this, which is my ſupplication ro Chrif 
by the intercefltion of this Sixt, defires 
all. that be witneſſes of ir tobe part: 
ners inthe ſame petition, to the Lambe 
of God, andto him who ficteth upon 
thethronc, =» id] 
- After this little uſuall Parentheſir, 

- which'ſtands like an Iſland in a ſtream, 
(that rather beautifies che river 1a brea- 
king awhile the courſe of it)T wil carry 
you on'in the ſame current of Motives t 

109 we were upon, which I deſigned to 

branch oucinto ſeverall channels, that 

might-run through,and refreſh the dif- 

ferent; eſtates. of the ſufferers amon 
you, unto all which the Apoſtle offcreti 
| Phil.c.28. this: generall - congratulation , To os 
it # given for CHRIST, not enly that you 
beleeve in him, but alſs that you fuffer fot 
him, ;Theſc are words thar do highly: 
exto[| rhe grace of ſufferanice, for Saint! 

Pasl parallcleth :it here with the grace! 

ofhelceving, nay it ſcemes an cxagge- 


[a SL www ==mnMaeoc wo on. o£ = —_a oo =& mw amo aa 


On. 7." Ha. 


AM CK 


=> 7, ID 


(3193; 


| itjon-of chat of ſuffering, toadegree' 


| 94s given n0t only to beleeve, but to ſuffer, 


25 fume {\uperadditionof an extraordi- 
dinary / gratification from: Gods And: 
ſurely if we reflet confiderately upon 
the: grace of- ſuffering: virtuouſly for 
Chriſt, we ſhall finde; thatiit is the ac- 
compliſhment- of our* faith, and the 
laſt term of Chriſtian- pertection in 
this life, for it is not only a demonſtra-« 
tion of our faith, and hope, but an un- 
queſtionable evidence of our love. 


For what the Apofile Saint Fames faiths renes x. 


of beleeving, and workive, ſuppoſing the'13- 
occaſion, holdeth adcquatcly between 
loving, and ſuffering ; tor to any who 
ſhall confide in their untryed love, I 
way ſay with the Apoſtle, Tow have love, 


and 1 patience, ſhew me your love without 


patience, and 1 will ſhew you my love y/ my 
patience; you love God while you" are bene- 
fited, doe not the heathens doe the ſame? - 
This application doth quadrate,'me 
thinkes, ro. this caſe,for-'indeed-iit is 
not poſſible.to: ſhew our love, when 


| Weare calledro ſuffer,” without BE 


feſting | ” 


(31$)* 


foſting it by a wlifows patience, ni 


by that we doe c 
love. \- 6] R 
- Therefore it is excellently faid by 
a boly man, That « Chriſtian who knownh 
wot how to ſuffer, knoweth « little how 't 
love, fer as love i the ſoule of Chriſtians. 
5,0 ſuffering is the ſoule of love. God 
himſclte who could nor be preſcribed 
this way of expreſſing his love, choſe 
it from ereraity. So as to doubr of 
this Yertty, is to ſhake the whole frame 
of Chriſtianity. Wherefore we muſt not 
- defire to try our loves by thofe affedi- 
ons we may feele ro at for Chrifl; 
when we arc in the ftate of indutring 


rly evidence ouy 


for him, for it may often riſe from ns 


x Pef.4.13 turall propenfions, this prompritude to 
ene ation, bur rhe acquieſcence to privath 


nicating 


| with the on and ſuffering is moſt affuredly the | 


——_—_ operation of Grace, Therefore you 
Þ 


b joyce, hat Ought now to judge of the proportion , 


—_— = of your loves, by that meaſure of cots 
21G of his formity you'finde in them, rorhis ad- 
_ glory you viſe-of the Prince of the A fles, Com: 
rig. in revdatione glorie tjus gandiary wal 
— $antes, 
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| np hag wo fuf-> 
et 


ers among yau, ſhall be r:ted'by 
their recompenles , nor by: thar pro-: 
orcians of paincs they haye endured; 
ut by the meaſure of joy they have 
felt in ſuffering for Ebr:/#, tor it is the 
manner of their acceprance, not the - 
marter-oftheir impoſitions, whereu 
on they are to be acjudged their repa= 
ration. In ſo much as 1n your cafes, I 
may invert Chriſts words to diſtinguiſh 
his true Diſciples amongft you, from 


the worlds adherents, faying, The firſt 7-bs 16. 


hull rejoyce, and tbe 8: ber weep and a+ 
ment, and this gladzeſſe fhail be 1#rped inte 
ts more joy, and that ſorrow. into mores 
diſcamfort, tor they ceſerve not hets 
ven, that they are ſo farre-from givi 

allthey have for ir, as to lament the 
being aſſiſted in the purchaſe by Gads 
owne hand, in taking from them as 
much as he asketh, and demanding on- 
ly their goad will to - the bargaine; 
Whereupon i1 this exhortarion, [ may 
ulethe words of the Apeftis in the 
fame mannes 1 have done rhoſe'of 


our Saviour, Hho i it pan-make mas 5 C00.2.2. 


glad . 


\ "The firſt eſtate I will preſent inpar:! 


ticular this parabzen of their ſufferance h 


ſhall be that, which we have neereſt'in 
our eye of the refugiats of our nation; 
which have taken — em in Catholike 


Countrics, whereof there are even 


trom the Cedars: of Litanuws to the 


ruſhes ofthe fields ; and I conceive the | 


weene her ſelfe may be. preſented un- 
der this notion, for I would to God 
/Catholike Religion were as much natu- 
ralized in Enzlaxd, as I have heard ſhe 
is to the Nation; and it were methinks 
unjuſt, not toaſhigne her a due propor- 
tion ot joy, who hath folarge a portion 
of the nationall ſuffering, inthis parti 
ular reſpe& of Catholike. Therefore 
doe humbly preſent her with the pars- 
bien of all her croſſes and vexations 1e- 
lating to her Religion, for even thede* 


feature of her hopes in this life, may | 


arme her the berter for that viRory ſhe 
cannot faile of, by but vertuouſly'ac 
coding all her defcatures. For though 
it -hath not pleaſed God , fhe ſhould 
have the Emperour. Conſtantines:ſuc- 


= 6 
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Sled, but he that i made glad by me. Pint 
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ceſſe, yer ſhe hath the ſame Gghe to 


promiſe her a more glorious Empire, 
tor looking up by faith, ſhe ſhall ſce in 


all her clouds the Croſſe with 'this in--- 


ſcription , 1» this ſizne thou ſhalt over- 
come. It'is at the feet of the Croſſe then, 
L lay rhat joy I offer to her preſenr 
condition, preſuming ſhe looketh of- 


find it, 


' ten there, and ſo will nor faile to 


I:could cafily ſhew her many Qycers 
n this proceſſion of the C7aciad, char- 
ped with heavier croſſes then- hers, 
but 1 doe nor defire to eaſe her by the . 
confideration of whar ſhe doth nor ſuf- 
fer, but by che right apprehenſion of 
what ſhe doth, for that is the moſt no- 
ble, and moſt chriſtian manner of ſo- 
lacing her, norto lighten her burthen 
inhcr imagination, but to ftrengthen 
her will for the bearing and toleration 
of it, that ſhe may thiak her crofſecom- 
modious, in reſpe& of the: hand that 
laycthiic on, not of the company-that 
hath carryed it with ber, and fo aſpire 
to be a greater Saznt then ſhe is a ſuffe- 


rer. Andthe way to attaine tothis ſo- 


VC- 
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veraigne prerogative, 15 to expreſſe 
a religious and Chriſtian joy , in this 
her ftate of communicating with the 
psſſions of Chriſt, whereby ſhe may ſup- 
ply this defe& of her pretent condition, 
the inability to relieve her Cathohkey 


by communicating to them now joy in 
thcir tribulations, by the vertue of ſs 
operative an example ; and thus while 
ſhe remaineth ſuſpended from the pro- 


her Subjeas, by way of amplification, 
or extent, ſhe may ſtill advance itin 
degrees of intention and eminence. 
And I may truly without endange- 
ring the blotting theſe lines with flatre» 
ry, that are drawn towards her, give 
her joy alſo of the great improvement 
of her piety, in the opinion of all come 
petent judges in this time of her tryall 


F/al. 118. to God with King David, It i good fat 
17- methat thouhaſt humbled me, that Im) 
learn thy juſtifications. $01 beſcech God 
to advance her to that degree , in the 
un- 


Subje&s, the way ſhe hath tormetly, 


pagating of Catholike Religion among 


and probation, in ſo much as I cannot Ne 
doubt, but her ſoule acknowledgeth | 


| hl 
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- underſtanding of the Croſſe, as herheart 


may ayow with that holy King, The pſa.v6.7, |! 


| habitation in thee is as it were of all re- 
joyceng. 

There is another here in theſe our 
ales, whole eminem quality may ju- 
ſtific a particular falutation and welco=- 
ming into the ſociety of the Craſſe, and 
this may ſeeme the more due to: her, 
inregard of her names being ſo notori- 
ous for remporall felicity, not onely in 
our Nation, but the reft of Chriftew- rhe Lady 
dome; and now we lookupon her, as @ Durchefle; 
wreek of Fortune caft upon 

coaſts , whoſe ſecular ruines may ſerve 
todifabuſe the commercers in the un- 
faithfall ſea ofthis age, and whoſe ſpi- 
ntvall compoſure and virtue may be 
uſefull towards the inlightning of low« 
erranks, inthe benefits of adverſity; ' 
wherein ſhe ſeemerh fo illuminated, 

' 5 ſhe is retreared further ont of the 
world, then misfortune could chaſe 
her, and hath taken ſe#u4ry as it were 
within the iaward veile of the Taberne- 
cleand fodoth not onely ptoufly bearg 

tier owne Croſſe, bur zcalouſly rake up- 
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on her another voluntary crucifixion, 
ſeeming not te ſcck eaſe, bur rather 
ativity in the way of the Croſſe, by her 
adyenturing ſo vigorouſly to repaire to 
a more ſancified manner of ſuffering, 


wherein ſhe is now ingaged, and doth. 


a& inthis courſe as vigilantly, as if ſhe 


had neither quality, nor.perſecutiontro 


recommend her, | 
Soas from her virtue, there may 
be theſe two publike utilityes expe- 


ed, the ſilencing of many complaints . 


that have farre lefler ſufferings to 
4claime pitty upon, and the exhibiting 


this receipt to others, of curing the in- | 


juries of the world by the contempt 
_ of it. For truly nothing takes out 
fo well the firc of tribulation, as the 
© flame of zeale and devotion. Which 
remedy I beſcech God to impart, to 


all thoſe of the nation who are now | 


in their fiery triall. And for the patti- 
cular of this worthy perſon, I hopeit 


will not ſceme unbecomming my. of- | 


fice, to incenſe her alittle with theſe 
good odours of her owne cſtimanionin 


theſe countries, being it is not liketo | 
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| Ruffe her head with any vanity, but 
onely to delight her the more with.the 
ſayour of piety and religion. Therefore 
[ will leaveher, Jaying this ſweet me- 
diration at the doore of her ccll, a per- 
fume taken out of the cabinet ofa. | 
grcat and holy King, of all conſunimati- P[ﬆ. ut. | 
| | on 1 have ſeene the end, thy commandement 
i exceeding large. 
There is another perſon of the ſame 
ſex, and qualiry w.thinthe Kingdome, 
(whichghough it be our of the limits I 
had now prefixed my ſelfe of-chis fide 
| of the ſea) yet her commemoration The Lady | 
cannot come in more proper'y, in IC- —__ | 
ſpet ofthe company, her caſe deſer- wincbe- 
ving a ſpecial remarke, and as Tamin- **: 
formed, her virtue meriting a peculiar. 
note of eſtimation, to be tranſmitted 

to poſterity. And Iam certain. the. 
fiagularicy of her ſuffering, requireth 

| an extraordinary animadverſion, for: 

tmpriſonment.to ber ſex 8 quality. for. 

c | religion, is aprimitive ſeverity, and her 

@ | zal, patience and humility is reported. 

be ſuch, as they ſceme to have moyed 

God to illuſtrate them by ſuch atriall,: 
4 I. | as 
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as only the Primitive Saints have had, 
among which ſhe may finde many 
precedents of her caſe, and faire 


raughts of all thoſe Chriſtian virtues, | 


which,ſhall be pleaſed to paſſe down 


by her tradition of them to poſte- 


rity. 


Let her therefore conſider herſelfe-. 


ſet up for her ſex to copy, that as her 


ſufferance draweth many eyes upon 


her, ſothey may- be all jnvited in ſee- 
ing her virtue, to draw by her the 
manner of ſuffering ; and thus her im- 
priſoment may impart to others, a no- 
bler liberty then her own perſon is de- 
prived of, and contribute ſomwhat to 
Her finiſhing the ſamplar of piety and 
confidence, ſhe is to exhibit ro her ſex. 
T finde one figure in the primitive 


times, very fit to ſet before her{eyecs, 


which Saint 3fi] painteth forth to us 
in excellent colours, it was a Ladyof 
great quality called Fulitts, who ha- 


ving been called by the Magiſtratsto | 


anſwer the accuſation of her faith, and 
being perſwaded by her leſſe Chriffian 


friends, co diſſemble her belcefe fo 


farre, 
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farre, as might probably exempt her 
from the rigors proclaimed againſt the 
profeſſors thereof, and when it was 
argued, that her ſex might wel extcnu- 
ate her declining ſuch terrible penal- 
ties, as were decreed upon the refuſall 
of compliance with thetimes,ſhe made 
this heroicall anſwer, Women « made by 
the ſame hand as man, and equally capable 
of virtue, for unto the conſiruttion of wo- 
man, fleſh alone was not applyed, but of 4 
bone of the bones of manſhe was compoſed, , 
which ſignifies, that we are obliged no leſſe 
then men t0 exhibit to God and to the world 
evidentes- of the firmneſſe of our faith and 
conſtancy of minde, conrage, and patience 
in all adverſities, And in this diſpolition 
ſhe anſwered her examiners, ia ſo ma- 
ſculine a ſtyle of virtue and religion, as 
ſhe was preſently condemaed- ro! pri» 
ſon, and ſoone after to a moſt exem« 
plary martyrdome. | 
It I be not mifinformed,-rhere are 


| many notes of the. ſame key-in theſe 


two Ladies leſſons, bur howfecverT 
am ſure they are both conſorted, in 
the harmony of virtue inthe ſuffering 
v; Y 4 for 
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of Chri 
fire this Lady I now.give joy of her ſuf- 
ferance, that as ſhe is thus far advan- 
cced ina fimilitude' with this glorious 
Saint, ſhe would endeavour to perfe& 
hcr diſpoſition of ſanQtitic, that ſhe 
may honour, and edifie her ſex by her 
cxcmplary lite, and martyrdome 'of 
her liberty, as the other bath done by 
her ſanguinary "martyrdome, and] 
may make up my preſentro her in this 


1Pe.4.14 Precious cover of Saint - Peter, If you be 


reviledin the name of'C H R 1 T you ſhall 
be bleſſed, becauſe that which i of the ho- 
our , glory and virtue of God, and the (þi- 
ris which i his, ſhall reſt #pon you. 

By my inſtancing in particular theſe 


 ewomoſt eminent perſons of aur nati- 


on, I doubt not bur the other vircuous 


ſufferers of their ſex, will judge them- 


ſelves rather honoured then obſcured, 


_ and the other ſex cannor queſtion this 


civiltiy, and deference to ſuch remark 
able perſons, being preſſed as it were 
by ſuch memorable circumſtances in 
their conditions, nor doth my defigne 

| | point 


for the profeſſion of the true religion 
F z therefore1 ſhall humbly de- 


(399) 
poitit at any particular | acquiſition of 
reſentment, my profeſhon bei 
(thanks be to God) outof the He: ns. 
private gratifications, and indeed I de- 
figne it for a publike monument of the 
virtue of the nation, the impreſſis ofthe 
memory of theletwoeminent perſons, 


up-n the face of time it ſelfe, in amore 


. durable character, then the fading ima- 


gery of curſory diſcourſe , that asfar 
2s it ſhall pleaſe God, to ſuffer theſe 
thoughts of mine to paſſe downwards 
towards ſucceding times, the names of 
theſe two - excellent women, may 
have their due commemoration, 
while mine reſts in a deferved conceal- 
ment. | 

Returning now to the generality of 
our perſecuted refugiats, I muſt defire - 
them to acount themſelves, but tra- 
vailing in the accompliſhment ofa 
vow, for indeed all Chriſtians are vo- 
taries in baptiſme, of an inceſſant pil- 
grimage through this world,” anda 
convenient-locall eſtabliſhment, doth 
commonly baniſh the memory ofour 
vow, whereas flight, and exile keeps 


us 
% 
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whereupon Saint Fu/iine Martyr ſaith 
properly, in commendation of thy 
minds of che primitive Chriſtians, Tha 
every forreigne region was their country, 
- , #nd all ther country a forreigne regiony 
them. Therefore S. Baſil when he was 
threatned to be baniſhed our of his 
Biſboprick, anſwered his perſecutor, 
That he might be ſent home,bat could nat be 


his way to his country , and ne place hert 
hs country. For indeed it is as Saint 
Auguſtine ſaith, Every man #t madeta 
ſtranger by his birth, and by death onh 
makes hu remigration, Account your 
{elves then rather imployd upon ſeve+ 
rall commiſſions, as Chriſts Diſciple; 
then forced out of your habitationg, 
and every time you look up to heaven, 
think you are reading your inſtru 
Heb.13.13 ONS in theſe words of Saint Paul, Lt 
ws goe forth therefore 'ro him, without the 


zot here a permanent city, but we ſecke the 
which « to come. | 
O think then on him who — 
rom 


us 'upon the ſtage of our profeſſion; 


baniſhed in thu wortd, when all places were 


camp . carrying hu reproach, for we how 


dn;-| from heaven , and appeared onearth 
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g a ſtranger to ſeek you ,” when you 
were loſt, and yet had not ſo muchas 
the compaſſion of being a ſtranger ro 
recommend him , and was ſo far from 
finding any good uſage for his Religi- 
on, as that was the ſubject of his per- 
ſecution. In how much an eaſter con- 
dition are you, who are in the way from 
earth ro heaven, and whoſe eſtare of 
ſtrangers, and perſecuted, afforderh 
you treedome in your Religion , and. 
commiſeration to your perſons ? when 
you balance your preſent eſtates, and 
your vecations together, you will fiad 
this yoke ſweet, wherein Chrift hath 
nor Onely drawne in perſon, but is ſtill 
drawing with you by a conſociation of 
his grace, of whom you ſhould rather 
implore the grace of well diſlcifing 
your ſelves of that native earth 
carry about you, then the being reſto- 
red to that whereof you are diſpoſſe(- 
ſed. And you may judge of your dif- 
poſitions towards this point 0kChriffien 
perfeFion , by the rule given by an hot, 
Father ofthe Church to his fellow "pil 
| grims, 
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Hug#deS. prims, He &« yet too tender, to whom hin |: 
tive country ſeemeth ſweet , he is ſtrong, |. 


ro whom every land ſcemeth his country 
and be is perfett to whom the whole worll 


ſeemeth an exile. The firſt hath fixed bj | 


 lewe in this world, the ſecond hath diſper- 
ſed and ſcattered it upon it, the leſt hah 
extinguiſhed bis love to it. And why 
ſhould I not hope for your aſpiring 
co this perfeRt relinquiſhing of the 
world, when you are afliſted by {6 
much improbability , of ever return- 
ing to any tempting portion of it ? 
Therefore the ſteps of theſe your 
peregrinations, muſt not be halting be- 
tweentwo wayes, turning your.heads 
backward upon. that country from 
which your bodies are removing, This 
looking awry may caſily caule youto 


ſtumble in your way, therefore for. 


Gods ſake keepe the whole man 
ſtraight, alwayes advancing forward 
in the cafieſt and ſafeſt poſture , loo- 
king to that home , from whence you 
are truly exiled , and arethe more dr 
Nanced , the more you account this 
your remove from your carthly habl 

tation, 
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ſequeſtr tion from his country, bchold- 
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** |;xtion,to be a baniſhment. Remember 
[chriſt marching before all his Diſciples 


upto Feraſalem, with ſo much vigour 


| and alacrity,as they who followed him 


were aſtoniſhed at his diligence, When 
you ſer your hearts after this diſpoſi- 
tion of Chrift in your travailes;, this 
your Law-giver will give you bleſlings, 
and you ſhall goe from vertue to ver- 
we, having diſpoſed aſcenfion in your 
heart in this vale of teares; and they a- 
mong you, whoſe hearts, as the Apoſtle 
ſaith, confeſſe they are pilgrims, and ſtran- 
gers wpon earth and (ay theſe things, fig- 
nifie, That they ſceke their true country. 
Wherefore for the cloſe of this 
peculiar inſtruRion, I offer you with | 
Saint Paul, the refleQion on your father 
Abraham , whom yeu reſemble more 
ſpecially then others inthis feature of 
your ſperegrination. You know if he 
had been mindfull of the Land from 
whence he was called forth, he had 
time and convenienceto return, which 
Is more temptation then -you'have, 
and yet he continued faithfull in; kis - 


ing 
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ing the promiſes much farther offtheh. | 


you doe now , and faluting them wah 


2 bcleeving acquiefcence to his word 


that had promiſed them ; for as the 


Keb.10.4% 4peſHle (aith , for you God hath provided | "© 
ſome better thing, a preſent iſſue our of 


thisſtrange ſejourmenr, into the land 
of promiſe. Therefore you are more 
obliged to that faith is required of 
you, which hath a ſhorter tryall anda 
{ooner recompence. As farre then as 
you arc the onely legitimate ſonnes of 
Abraham, in point of taith,doe I beſeech 


y ou to doc the works of your Fake | 


in point of perſeverance and Jongani- 


mity, that out of Abrahams tems, you 


may remove into his boſome, who by 
patiently enduring obtained the pro- 


miſe. 


For priſ-- WNow looking over into Enclaud the 


firſt place a meſſenger from the Crafe/ 
ought to land at, is, the Priſons of the 
Country; for there he is the likelyeſt 
to find thoſe he fcekcth, therefore} 
make there my firſt ſalutarion, giving 
them joy of theſe bonds and iroms that 
are appertenancics ta the C 
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chrift,tor as the Church triamphant hath. 


orders, and degrees of beautudes , fo: 


| hath the Church militant formesand tas 


ions of ſufferances, which qualifie e- 
very one reſpectively for that prefer. 
ment which is to be an{werable rothe 
degrees of Gimilitude to the paſſions of 
Chriſt, which every member attaineth 
unto, in-this time of crucifixion. 

In the figure of Chrifts lite, which is 
the exemplar of all our difpoſitions in 
ſufferings , we find bura little glimpſe 
of impriſonment, from which we may 
draw a copy of our comportment in 
that ſtate ; for there is but one nights _ 
bondage in all his life extant, and ex- 


| poſed for our ſtudy, ſo as this condi- 


tion ſeemerh one of the leaft exempli- 
ied and innobled portions of the Craſſe 
by Chriſts perſon, butin recompence, 
tohonour this ſtate of ſuffering, he is 
pleaſed to be perfonated by every pri- 
ſener., and ſo this ſtate of durance, 
which hath been honoured but a ſhort 


ime by his perſon, may be looked up+ 
onas dignified by a continuall repre- 
racation of him. And furely Prifoaers 


have 
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\ have this particular meanes of meti- 
ting,(the being pur torepreſent Chrif, 
in one of the poſtures which is the 
moſt averſe to.our nature, being the 


| loſfſe of liberty) and ſo may expeRa | 


commenſurate elevation of their na- 
tare, inthe ſtate of the liberty of the 
ſonnes of God, And the difficulty of 
your parts ſcemeth raiſed by this cir. 
cumſtance, of being debarred all man- 
ner of ating for God, or exteriour 
worſhip of him. 

This removall from his preſence 
in his ordinances, 1s a privation you 
may boldly pretend a great reftirurion 
upon, and out of all the unpleaſant: 
neſle of your parts, you may derive 
this conſolation, That it 1s a crofſe 
bath nothing of your election in ir, and 


ſo the likelier to have the more! of | 


Gods defigne, and conſequently to 
prove the more purgative and dept» 
ring of your nature, for impriſonment 
is a croſſe of ſuch a quality,as it is oftet 
the moſt proper expedient for ourim 
provement ingrace, and yet it is-n0t 
potlible for us to take it, a. 
c 
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helped to it by ſome neceſlity, there- 
fore weſhould alwaics aſcribe this ſtate * 
roGods knowledge of our want there- 
of,fince our nature may very often re- 


_ quire this receipt, and can never know | 


our wanting it but by experimenting. 
the operation of it for Gods defigne 
upon us, may demarid-che ſevering us 
from ſome adherence, which we could 
not judge oppoſite to the order'of our 
grace, untill we finde our ſclves by 
degrees difingaged. from ir; of. we 
may be appointed by God to ſome 
vocation, we could not imagine, till 
he had by meanes appropriated for 
that qualification, inlightned, and pre-' 
pared us for the diſcharge of ſuch a 
calling. *1f 

In many caſes,no lefſe then the lofle 
ot what we could nat part with . bur 
by force, which is our kberty, isrequi- 
fiteto conveigh to us, what is berter 
worth then all we could have wiſhed, 
before: we had received thar addition; - 


in- | Which is, an inlargement of grace, and 
not | aſtraighter incloſure.of our wills with- 


ing | © the pleaſure 


of-our- GCreatour. 
Be= Where- 
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Wherefore we ought alwaicsto attti- 
' bute the deprivement of our liberty, to 


ſome ſpeciall purpoſe of God, which, 


we muft enquire, by the beſt uſe we 


can aſſhigne our time unto, which is 


prayer and ſtudy, and by them Ge 
doth commonly (as from under the 
wings of the two Cherubims)ſpeak to us 
his deſign upon us, 

This ſtare of ſufferance, hath been 
much honoured by the perſons of the 
Apoſtles;the priſons ſeemed their Innes 
in their perambulation of the world, 
Wherein. we may remarke a ſpeciall 
kindnefſe of God to priſoners, who 
being not in an eſtate of hearing the 
doarine of Chriff, as it paſſed chrough 
their country, was pleaſed to ſendthe 

-. Apoſtles as it were {o much out of thicir 
way, to fecke priſoners and miniſterit 
to them. For {ſurely ſuch lodgings, 
may to human reaſon, ſcem muchrout 
of the way, to-ſuch as were to circuit 
the whole world, And- me thinks we 
cannot renderamore appeſite realon 

| of Gods beſtowing ſo much of the 
Apoſtkes time upon priſons,then his I» 
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ciall grace, andiindulgence tothis di- 
ſtreſletull ſtare of ſufferers. For-in all 
other reſpes, this immuring of the 
Apoſtles, who were ſo few, and had {6 
os jourticys fer chem; might ſeem an 
inpedimenr of their Commiſinin, and 
racher'a putting. that light unider wby- 
ſheMl, then a way to illuminate the 
darkneſſe of the whole world; bythe 
diffaſion of it ; and yer we fee how 
much of Saint Pauls time God allow- 
eth to priſons; tWo years in Coſrea, as 
many interpret it, and certainly 'xwQ 
whole yeares.tn his firſt bonds at Rome, 
befides all chofe other txterjecions, of 
thoſe links of this chaine, as at Philip= 
pi, aad other places in his pro 2 
where we {ee him diſfotving the bonds 
of his companions, by rouching 
them at his owne; and. taſtming mas 
ny to the Croſſe of Chriſt, whole roms 
he converted into nayles for that 
ſervice. 
And Fcclefiaftion rec ords deliver unts 
us'eminent and aumerous converſions; 
jo in priſons vpon the ſame 
ne: oh icliteſe ide 
ſtreets, 
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ſtreets, and the teinples ; and this may. 
well: be imputed to the congruity, and 
fimpathy there ſcemethto be,berween 


the vocation of a Chriftien,8 the eſtate 
of a priſoner ; for as the firſt is a dy- 
,Ing ro the world,the laſt is a civil death 
_untothe ſame; ſo as this Sequeſtration 
from the world, muſt nceds ve a con- 
gruous diſpofition,to a ſpiritual depar- 
ture from the lite of the world, ' And 
befides this lirerall analogy, which 
there is between being buryed with 
Chrift,& being intqmbed in rhe world, 
this fimilitude is very eperative,as well 
as conſonant; for this ſtate of feparatis 


from the objects of our worldly affe- 


Rions, worketh much towards their 
extinction ; ſo that in many reſpeds, 
the ſtate . of impriſoment, hath much 
conſonancy with the requifitions of 
Chr iſtianity. 

It then impriſonment being ſimply 
confidered, hath much report and ana- 
logic with the profeſſion of a Chriſtian, 
that durance which reſpe&eth dire! 
the profcſſion of true Chriſtianity, m 
needs be a ſtate of very necre allyance 
ELL : to 
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to Chrif,and ſo may well be congratu- 
lated in thoſe who ſhould purſue ao» 
thing ſo ſcriouſly, as this eſtate of their 
patron Saint Pax, of being crucified to 
we world, when they are crucified 
Ir. 

i E9 I beſeech you ſtudiouſly 
to co-operate with the facilitation , 
this your condition affordeth you, to 
break priſon and to diſſolve more per= 
nicious bonds, then thoſe which hang 
bur on your out-fides, ſuch ferters as. 
liberty and proſperity doe commonly 
frame within us, binding our ſoules ſo 
ſubtilly in their priſon, as they; per- 
ceive not their owne captivity... This 1s 
a work for which you cannot-wiſha 
fitter time, to file away by degrees 
theſe your chaines of all worldly cu- ” 
pidity , which you will find hard. e- 
nough, when you come to work upon 
them, chough they are ſo ſoft and ſup- 
ple, as you ſcarce feele them while 
they-lie- intire upon' you. And. by this 
enlargement of your ſoules, you' may 
come to S. Pasls bleſſing as well 2s to 
his poſture, That your brethren may know 

"ay that 


Phil.x. 


_ and: pleadeth this of Preſoncy of Feſw 
. chrif 


' be more bleſſed then this chaine , I 04 u8 


/ Paradiſe, as for his reſtraint in thoſe bounds. 
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that the things which: have happened uni 
you are falnt out rather to the furtherance 
of your Religion, when.confidering your 
exemplary improvements, every one 
may be edified\by the grace and-vertue 


of your faith. And thus your chaines 


may inſome proportion have-the ef- 
fects of thoſe of the Apoſtle , That many 
of your brethren in our Lord, having con- 
dence in your tands, may be much mare 
bold in the profeſcion of their farth, 
' You may oblerve for the. honour 
of-your conditions, thartS, Pew! (ome- 
times waveth the-dignity of Apoſtles, 


; as an equivalent- preheminence, 
Upon which chainc of-S. Pal, S.Chry- 
foftome ſticketh not to ſay, That it: 4 
more illuſtrious eſtate to be a prifoyer fr 
CHRIST, then either Apoſtle, Doervr, 
or Evaneclift-: and-purſueth rhus the 
endearement of this: ſtate, Nothing can 


repuie Paul fo happy for his rapture in 


It ſeemeth: 4 egreater- f#@vour fo# met be 
JH treated for CB RAS T;; then'ts babs. | 
| mour 


It 


T 
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aeured by bim, And proceeding to bla- 
zon the coat of this noble condition, 
he ſaith , Ss Peter was bound and leooſuwed 
by an Angel , in this caſe if one ſhould have 
aked me, which 1 would chooſe to be, etthey 
Peter inchained, or the Angel ſtriking off 
his irons, I ſhould have taken the place of _ 
Peter ;, the grace of this bondage is 4 grea- 
ter gift then to ſtay the ſunne, or to move 


the world, or to command the devils. The 4s 16. 


priſon was ſhaken in pieces, where Paul was 
bound, and the bands of all the Priſoners 
were broken. Mark the nature of theſe bands 
which diſſolve the bands of others, for 4s 
the death of our Lord killed death, ſs Pauls 
chains, unchained fetters, ſhooke priſens in 
pieces, and broke open deores. So that Pawt 
bound hath dominion over all bands; nay 
more , when be ſailed in bands, he figyes, 


wrecked, and reſtr aineth the vename 
viper, Thele reflexions on the opintons 
of Saints, may dirc& you inthe ſenſe 
of your condition ;, for thought you are 
not.cndowed with the gitt of diflalying 


and bindeth up the forme, freeth the ſhi 
ik 


bands, and opening ipriſoas, y<r if you 
find- ig your ſelves rhe. diſpoſition.of 
bas ZL 4 pioully 


/ 
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piouſly and cheerfully ſtaying in them} 
and a deſire of improving this time 
rowards the looſening the cords of 
Adam 1n your ſelves,by acquiring con- 
rrary habits of the ſpiriruall liberty of 
the ſecond 4dam, you ſhall pofleſſe 
your ſelves of the greater grace; for 
itis an higher eſtate, to be with S. Pasl 
nailed to the Croſſe with Chriſt, thento 
be rending the toundations of priſons, 
or ſhaking the vipers that are upon 
your hands into the fire. For thcy ate 
the rods, wherewich S. Paul himſelfe 
was ſtricken at Philippi, which make 
new rayes of glory in his crowne, not 
the chains which he ſtruck off from 
his fellow priſoners. 

Wherefore T beſeech you all , not 
to intend ſo mich the looſening of 
your irons, as the converting them 
into that gold wherewith the heaven- 
ly Feruſalemis paved, which is celeſtial 
charity. Hoping therefore in God that 
you aſfigne this your time of ciyill 
deathto the ſtudy of a ſpiricvall life, 
Iwill ſet this bleſſed Fpiraph upon your 
tombe for you'to reade , Ton are a" 

1; | 4 
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and your life is hiddew with CHRIST Coloſ.3.34 | 


in God: when CHRIST ſhall appeare, 
your life, then ſhall you alſo appeare with 


him in glory. 


The next vific I make, fhall be, to Forthe 
ſuch as heretofore have pradticed %iſpoyled. 


Chriſtian medicine upon the diſtreſles 
of others, and now are patients them- 


| ſe]Ives in this point of neceflity. Me 


thinks when I come into {uch families, 


wich the Angels meſſage, to give them 74 5.rc. 


joy, I may well expect ſuch an anſwer 
as old Toby gave in this caſe, What joy 
can we have, ſitting in this darkneſſe of 

fortune, ſeeing no light of any retiefe or 
reſtitution ?. To ſuch,though I cannot 
anſwer as the Angel did to Toby, Be of 
good cheere, for your cure 15: neere at hand 
from God, yerl have a meſlageto them 
of no lefle comfort fromthe maſter of 


that Angel, This ſaith the firſt, and the APp0c.2.12 


laſt, vho was dead, and liveth, I know your 
rribulation, and your poverty, but you ares 
"ich, Whatithis riches meancth, they 
cannot miſtake; which:know by expe- 


rence , that no materiall ſubſtances; 


which may be ſo cafily removed _ 
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z|icnared, ought to be accounted the 

\ riches of a Chriſtian , Chriſt Feſar left 

no ſuch moveables for Chriftiavs to 

reckon their eſtates upon, as could be 
plundered,or ſequeſtred. 

Your treaſure then 15 this fimilicude 

2Cor. 8.9, with Chriſt, who being rich, became pore 

for you, that by his poverty you might bey 

rich. You are advanced halfe wayto- 

wards this compleat imitation of him, 

for of rich you are made poore for his 

ſake. Burin this part, it may be there 

is little deſert towards him , becauſe 

your wills have wrought hitrle upon 

this parrot che copy.. The other halle 

then that remaineth to finiſh , muſt be 

perfected by the acts of your owne 


wills, which is. , te: endeavour that 


Ehriſt may be made rich by yourps: 
/verty. This may be done {you being 
members of Chriſt) by your becom- 
ming rich in all thar {pioiruallereature, 
which may be digged out of this cock 
of poyerty z 25 patience, humiliry, con 
rempr of the: world; and the: love: of 
God. For every' member of, Comp. 

ares: 
grace, 


that accumulateth; ſuch- t. 
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grace., enricheth the. body: of Chriſt 
This is an. honour that Poverty is ab- 
lowed, to enrich Chriſt, by the ſame 
meanes whereby. he hath made us 
rich, ro wit, by.our/indigence- andine- 
ceſſiry, to: cenferre, treaſure on his 
Church, fince-all'the- opulency thereof; 
isan addition to his eſtate. | 
You need not wonder then, that] 
offtr you joy-mirhis: your. condition, 
when-your taking it, 8&ſhewingthatyau 
haveir, is the-means of your enriching 
Chriſt 'by this your: poverty: For-fince 
you have not: onc of the: hardeſt/pares 
of: poverty ro contend with - your: na» 
ture in, which1s, the dipoſſefiingiyour 
ſelves, of thoſe caſes: which;your fen- 
les have ſtill hold of}, and” ſtrive (ta 
rctaine- you , having- but; the accep- 
tance of your. privationsleftro obtaine 
of- your nature, may: account. your 
ſelyes carryed by accidenr; halfeway 
to:the end. of Chriftzaw Vas (res of 
relinquiſhing all for Chr;fs. - Andfuroly. 
ifyau doc now: joytully embrace your 


# _ wants and deſtitytions, you may-be-{aid 


giventa 


to-recoverthemerit:of having 
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Chriſt all you have loſt. For they who 
give all away in preference of this 
ſtate, of the poverty of Chrift,doenet 
pleaſe God ſo much in relolving to 
want, as in actually feeling the incom- 
modities thereof, and joying ia that 
conformity.to Chriſt : ſo that your re- 
joycing in the preſent diſtreſles of po- 
verty, is the point which valuerh this 
condition, and ſo bring=th you to the 
meritorious part of a voluntary donati- 
onof all your violent deprivements, 
and on the other fide, if you repine 
and murmur at your loſſes, you doe 
commir a kind of mencall ſacriledge, | 
/ in defiring totake back what God ſee- 
meth ro have applyed to the honour-, 
ing the poverty of his Sonne, which, 
the reducing the opulent to imbrace 
and rejoyce in indigence, in order to 
anattendanceupon the neceflitous con- 
dition of Chrift. 4 

Therefore you may wel accept with 
alacrity this. order of Ged, and; cots; 
clude, that if you are conſcient.to yout: 
ſelves of Chriſtian largeneſle of heath; | 
inthe abundance of your fortune, 2 Mun 
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God out of mercy hath with his owne 
band given you theſe laſt 'irouches. of 
the image of his Son , that you might 
have both theſe reſemblances of him, 
the having been poore as well as boun- 
tifull. In che firſt of which features, 
you know God is ſo much delighted, 
as he hathſo diſpoſed the wor}d, thar 


| t:afforderh him much more. of thar- 


objec, then of the other, for there is 
far more poverty upon the earth then 
charity. Andit is ſo ordered, as toge- 
ther with the at of charity, there is al» 
waycs cxtant the -object of neceſſity, 


andthis: latter is often exiſtent ſingle 


without the: other, fo as you mayac- 
count this ſtate of poverty and paſhve- 
neſſe you are now in, no leſſc-accepta- 
bleto God then that of abundance and 
diſpenſation to- others, trom whence 
you are tranflared. ans | 
And ſurcly you 'may conclude this 
your preſent eſtate of ſufferance and 


it | purgation,, to be ficly miniftred for 


the:cure of ſome infirmity, wherewith 


out. | your ſelves were unacquainted.. For 
1] we have all finnes, which are ſecrets 


s _ even 


Z/u) 54-3 with this comfort of the Zwdngelis 


”_ cn ; 
. even to our 'owne fincereſt inquifition; 
. We know David after his confeſlion, 
defired tobe informed of God of be 
omiffions, and to be cleanſed of his 
| ſeoret ftnnes ; and Saint Auguſtine prai- 
{crh Gods mercy, tor the fins he had 
not committed, by the grace of Gods 
prevention. You may well then im- 
pute this change of your (eſtate, either 
ro a mercitull purpoſe of God, to } 
draw out ſome worme, growing 1n- 
perceptibly m the full bodie of your 
remporall commodities, or to kcep out 
ſome ſnake, which God foreſaw would 
have infinuared ir ſelfe into thoſe 0: 
vers of plenty and abundance were 
Randing in your former conditions. $8 
as in either of theſe caſes, you mayre 
ſolve.this change to be a metcy, veiltd 
-under this myſterie of your affliction. 
Whereupon I may fitly preſent you 


Prophet, I hitl my face from thee for a1 
#7 but with A leking kindneſſe! ml 
Rs on thee, ſaith the Lord, vhy 6 | 


* YL a= ot af Eo ORE on 


nd if you may well takef | thy 
ua A > found le Compoſition," tit | 
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taxed at ſome few re- 
veaew in this life, for a dif e of 
the leaſt zelznquercy againſt your Cree= 
tor and Redeemer, how juſtly then oughr 
you to reJoyce atthis bargaine,where- 
inthere wanteth bur your ſerting your 
heafr: tout, to make ita valid convey» --- 
ance of all your eftates over to the 
and ef the living, and foro convert 


| your momentany privations, into an 


improvement of your czernall poſleſ- 
fons ? when you may make this blel- 


{ed clayme of the Pſa/mift, Now what is Pſal.z8.8. 


my expectation ? is it not our Lord ? and 
my ſuſtance # with thee, Theſe confide- 
rations I am certain, may juſtifie my 
giving you joy of your preſem"condi- 
tions, and if you take it, you will need 
olicire no other reparatory, for if the 
poverty ofChriſt doth thus enrich you, 
0 !.what may you hope for, in the 
plenitude of his treaſure from ſucha 
maſter, asis able to furniſh joy to the 
tollowers of him in his ſorrow 2 what 


tay be expected at the catring into 


that maſters joy ? 
: Thus I have viſited the principall 


 Rations 


(352) 
' ſtations of our Croſſe: bearers, and accoj- 
ding to my beſt capacity, I have offe- 
red the hungry meat, the ſtrangers 
hoſpitality, the priſoners ſociety; I 
have ſerved every one faithfully with 
their ſeverall portions of conſolation, 
which the great maſter ofthe family 
diftributeth ro them , through my 
hands; therefore I ſhall now exhibic 
unto them all collectively this Pharmi- 
cum Catholicum,this Canonike,or univer- 
ſall receipt of Saint Paul, applyable to 
Phil.1.28. all conditions, 17 nathing be terrified of 
the adverſaries, which to them is cauſe of 
perdition, but to you of ſalvation , ans tha 
of God ; for to you it is given, for CHRIST, 
not only that you beleeve in him , but alſo 
that you ſuffer for him. 


Cu AP 
Ta) 
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MEALISLACANIAR ASSES. 


| Cnae. XIIL. | 
4 A Surmary of the precedent Treatiſe, 
} Hen I view theſe ſheets; mee 


' thinks rhey cali to my 'minde' 
4 | the Booke ſcnt ro the -Prophet” EFekiel; 
# | wrifren full with © theſe three Con-? 
O | tents, Lamenmutions,; 4'Song , and Woe; 
whereunto/the rthirce Covenants of Suf- 
of ſerance, (the ſ\ubje& of iny lines )-may: 
be not'\ieyproverly accommodated;! 
For the fit{t of them as Men; amfwer- 
aſt | eh well rothe Lamentations of the Pro-— 
phet , as conſiſting altogether 6f ſor- 
tow' and labour. And rhe feCondas 
Chriſtiens, reporteth to the Saxe; which 
fipnifiech Ppraifing and gladn. fle, for 
uider the notion of Chriſtians, we may 
"8" | fitly fing and refoyce tn our obligation 
| tſufferſ And the laſt'as Carboljkes, re: 

_ © | ltethihat-unfirty ro the third 6f-7177e: 
© | For as Perſecution and the Croſſe was 
the Mother; {6 affliaion- ha 
bi: Aa been 


———— - _ 
: . E _- . 
yes : L * * > _ 
5 ' 


od 


| 71,17 fromabove, fromthe Farber af ers 


ding inthe middle, doth like the Sun 


(394). 
beenone of the nurſes of Catholike Rel}. 


gien :And the ftate of Chriſtians, flens 
inthe Skic, inlighten the orbes aboye 
and below it ; for this condition of ſuf 


fering as members. of Chriſt, diſaſpe- 


rates the thorns left in the fides ofthe | 


ſonncs of Adam, and ſweetens that 
Ceppe-mingled with Ayrrhe, which we 
take. from the hand of our mother the 
Catholke Ehaurch,who gutheraſy Myrrhe 
with all her Aronmatice 


ſpices. + —--- | 


And 1 would to God there were 
but-as much fimilitude berween.the 
perſons, as between the Commiſion: of 
the Prophetand mine, for he was cnt 
eq treat of theſe ſubje&s, withpeople 
in your condition, the Church. of Godin 
perlecution and captivity, to enjoy 
them Lamentation for their funts, t0 
promiſe them joyto their obedjence, avg 
to degounce Woe againſt their gnconſs- 
ity. Which offices I bave diſcharged 
to the beſt of my capacity zand -Imyy 
owne the charge from: God, in/thal 
order;\; wherein ell good gifts Cour 


(3689:3_ * | 
arid more preciſely by Saint Pawbs dhiv'2 cor-3-9 
reion, of Communicating 18 the neefib> 
ties of the Saints, without arrdgatiog Rom.t:13 i 
any thing, cowards the leaſt glimpfe vt 
rerccading an cxttaordinary ' warrant; 
The Apoſtle inyeſteth us wich this h6- 
hourof being Gods coadjutors,Where> 
fore the-meaneſt ot that tunRion) may 
avouch. his Spirit for the anthot-of 
what cendeth to che: communicating 
ofhis good impulſes: tothe retetion * 
and ſolace of his defolared brothersy 
'So that whatſoever in theſe lines, ſhall 
& | bring any drop of confalation);! 
+ | my pen, buras chrough a pipe;\*mhioh 
ie | 8iveth conveyance only--nowvirtue;to 
-* | whatis.cranstuſed; And:I'defrethere 
. may be no moreaſctibed to my-anke, 
J” | then ought to be tothe dure; or-thie - | 
od water of $;/oe, which were uſed inthe Jobn 9.24 4 
-. | blinde- mans cure for ic may berruly 
: vr Foe all-ſach/ as ſhall receive 
any benefit by my: pet, Give” glory 
unto God, for ve now + man RIG 
Nr, 
They who will benefic by theſe my 
preſcriptions, muſt be deſired to enter {> 
Aaz into 


\ 


WRT - 


| Job's, 7. 


. tence of forrow, converted: into a gr# 


out the ſting, and hath taught we 


* (G56) 


into aſcrious conſideration; of theſe: 
three points, which doe naturally iſſue: 
' from the heads of our triple covenant. 


The firſt is, the miſery of our eſtate as 
ſonnes of Adam, The ſccond is, the 
dignified condition of the members of 
Chrift ; The third is, ſecurity of being 
ſuch by. our incorporation into the 
Catholike Church, the which only is his 
body, and his ſpoaſe. The firſt may be 
miniſtred againſt: all refratory hu- 


mour, that exaſperateth our grievan- 


ces, the which we may {weetcn by 
this refleion, that We are born to ſorrow 
« birdstofly. This may well aflway 
our 'diſtempers, to confider ſufferance 
not as an eſtate of compulſion, but of 
conſonancy to our condemned nature; 
Theſecond, may preſentto us our fer 


tification, by proving the means of ouf 
connexion |to ſuch an_ head, who by 


putting the griefs, and dolours of of | 


Aature into his boſome, hath. take 


\ 


 danger-of; your forgetting the. firſt, in 


| _ (357), 
killtheir venome by imbracingthem ; 
And the third aſcertaineth us, to be. 
within that circle, wherein the cter- 
nall benefit of all rhe. ſorrows .ef the 
head or members are limited, and 
determined. This triangle of medita- 
tion, is well proportioned to all your 
ſuffering hearts, in which forme I have 
drawa this preſent of my heart unto 
you, and haying borrowed of Sajat 
Pau[the moſt of what I have preſented 
to you, to make up the want of weight 
in what is of mine owne ſtock, Iwill 
borrow this alſo from him, The little 2cor.izis 
labour 1moſt gladly beſtow, and will my 

ſelfe mareover be beſtowed for your ſoles. 

If I may make a requeſt to you upon 
this preſent, it ſhall be, to retain cheif- 

ly the ſecond of theſe three: points I. 
have treated , which are, your obliga-. 
yonto ſuffer, your manner of bearing 
the Croſſe, and your merit in the faith-. 
tull carriage thereof, There is little 


theſetimes, nor any feare of Gods for- 
getting of the laſt, both in this time, | 
and.in eternity. God. not unjuſt that be uh.6.10. q 
brig  OAfa3 ſhould | 


 praQiiſe and preceprs of our Saviour 


| 17et, 2.21 


($58) 


ſhould forget your work aud low, which you 


have ſhewed 1# hi name. So as all the dif 
ficulty reſts iri your c6plying faithfully 
with the Zvancclicall manner of ſuffe- 
ring exhibited ſofairely to you inthe 


Chrift Feſws,, who as Saint Petey urgeth 
ir to us, ſuffered for s, leaving ws an tx- 
ample, that you may follow h;x ſteps ; which 
I have ſet out betore you, as fairly, fi- 


guredand impreſſed upon theſe papers, 


as my -$kill can: afford their edition, 1 
have fhewed you their Marches, to- 
wards: friends, and' their ' Poſtwres to 
enemies, in the exerciſes of all fores of 
charities, #Qive and paſſive; I have ex- 
poſed 'tinto you 'the Apoſtles and the 
Mavtyys following of Chriſt inthe ſame 
track, "all making one proceſſion of 
the Croſſe; 1 have' removed all thoſe 
ſtumbling blocks and ſtones of ſcan. 


dall T could find in your: wen on 


might.endanger you in your following 
and carrying your: Croſſes: ſafely nd 


graciouſly in this traine .,-* T' have 


cleered all thoſe” ſcruptes; and" di 


ceived 


2 B=u=Sea5ESSSSo 


" n—_ 
j | ceived the  moſ- obnoxious: ,-.and 

- | the moſt ſubtile the enemy could ob. 

+ | jettoamule you, or excite, to-ſeduce, 

| you; Againſt boch whichimpediments 

; | in the way of che: Croſſe, (to: wit,- of 

, | doubtswhich might keep you unreſol- 

| ved, and, of offers that- might divert: 

; | you) I have given their precautions, 

\ | anddefences reſpeRively tothenatures 

; | ofthe dangers. 

| Having thus furniſhed you, the armes 

: | ofrighteouſnefſe onthe right hand,and 

| | theleft, with all fincericy, and as much 

| | abiliryas God hath: pleaſed ro impart. 

+ | unte- me, | may uſe the termes of the 
beloved Apoſtle upon the fame gceaſi- | 
on, Theſe things we write to. you that you 17obn.14; 
4) rejoyce, and your joy may be full, For 

ſurely if out- of theſe principles of C4- 

thelike Religion, you doe but extra& 

fome drops of joy, now while you are 
drinking ofthe torrent in-che way with 7/7.799-7 
him of whom rhe Palmift ſaich, De#0 rem in the 
Tote invi bibet, propteres exaltdhit: ga: wy full 
yott be refreſhed when you come:td be tall ts., | 


aa: a 4 as 


he drink, | 


_ asiewerewirh his mouth, taſting the 


ſures, and vexations, then'itis for a Ge. 
_ #terdlito rejoyce, while his woundsare/ 


ARS At 


 uumph) arc bur ſuch ſmarts , and pun- 


| ous ſafferers, while their ſpirits are go- 


@ 


X 


. ſoar;forSaine Pawthe' great -Dcfurin| 
Nd conſorting - this \ſuavity and -aſperity; 
Kib.qz.n, telleth us, A-d:ſeipline for the projen 

"+.  Wlyſcemearh mot robe of joy —_ 
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ſame volupry which he tcedeth; and li-? 
vethupon* In this contemplation, me! 
thinks it ſhould be no harder/'a: matter 
for youto be pleaſed now in your pteſ- 


dreſſing, though with much ſenfible: 
paine, 'which are-the memorials of # 
glorious victory. All the paines an& 
aiperities of temporall affliction, .unto a 
heart faftned to the Croſſe of &hriſs, (in 
which poſture there is an acyall cri- 


Sencies,as the body of a Conqueror may 


teele'in his hurts, while his. minde's| 
' elevated with a' ſuperiour Joy and De- 


' There may be ſuch a preſent dolo- 
rouſnefle in-the ſenſes of rhoſe vietons 


theſe ſtripes, which their perſons re | 


ATFer war 


"> wy = =nm ey = © : 


he | efroward it will render to: them who ave 
li-: | exerciſed by is, moſt. peaceable- fruit of jus | 
ne! | flice.. Therefore a Chriftiaw who liverh; 
er: | by faith more nobly then by ſenſe, 
eſ-' | reſts :not upon. what .he feeleth; bur 
72: | paſſeth on/ro what he belceveth: 
ire-| boperh ,- conſidering. that. Temporalia :Cor.4.18 
ble | ſunique videntar, que autem non videntur.,;. _- 
fa'| 4terne.. Methinks Fob upon histrium+iTeen are 
n&| pball arch raiſed upon the conſumpti-<=Pxal, 
0a | 08:and aſhes of all his temporalities,'thar are 
(in| prefigurech tous the eſtate, and dire&-,"* ſeen 
mri- | «ththe courſe of a Chriſtian, He hath ſet. © 
un- | meas it mere aproverb for the commonpes.. 

nay | ple, [4nd the juſt ſhall ho!d his may, \and 

es | withclean bands ſhall adde ſtrength. *::- 

De- | ::Theſe. contrarietyes.. muſt be ex» 

»« peRed, yetthis reftitude inthe way; 

llo-| 2nd this proficiency in the advance, 

muſt be endeavoured, and by thoſe, 
gaining .upon our ſelves, weattain'to. 

that joy which.our Seviexr hath promi-: 
ked,none ſhal take from us,for our :King 

| hathaſſociated rwo things, more inc6- 
patible.in the ſtate of our nature, then: 

the Emp..Mervewas ſo much -celebra- 

ted for, -inche ſtate of civill roguments | 

KT; w 


ho 


_ C To 


by CY = 


they... 
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things before his time inſociable,: Zm- 
pire and Liberty s But our: Prince: of 
ace, hath - conſociated. even the 
word and peace, for he profeſſcthhe 
cameto ſeparate the necreft; alliances 
of nature, and yet to confederate joy 


and forrow intheſe ſeparations. . And 


this capacity imparted to our nature of 
rejoycing and fuffering all. together, 
ſcemeth areſemblancein us, of thein- 
effable union in him of his' Divine and 
Haman natures. Fortheſe two opera- 
tions Aneclicell and Humane, iceme 
now conjoyncd in the faculties .of 
man when he  rcjoyceth as if he 
were an Azgel, while he ſuffereth asa 
Man. 7 
This concordancy hath Chriſt made 
between theſe two antipathics of joy 
and ſarrow, by that power which joy- 
ned himfelfe re us, is ſuch a fort, as n0 
mortal ſhal ever conceive the manaer 
otir,: And Os a 
this capacity; of iffuing as it were out 
of cat fetven: in fuch :akind,'as we 
caanot comprebend that vartue, By 
ti LA "0 


which was,that he had conjoyacd two 


BSEIESSSSFEEESSESSESL 
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which-we arc thus cnabledto joy, and 
ſorrow in the ſame conjuacure. \Bur 
h we doc not 'conceive fully the 
titye by which we a&, weareclcerly 
aforeed of what we arc to endeavour, 
gall diſtreſſes never-fo averſe to: aur 
mure ; for where he, whom: we be- 


| lee equall 'to: God; returned 'bim 


thanks, and: prayſes tor all his croſſes- 
nd paſſions, we whoare but wormes 
and duſt, cannot doabt how we areto 
comport our ſelves in our chaſtiſe- 
ments and corrc cions,under the "__ 
of our Creator. 

The Apoſtle i chefe ;nſteuQions: gh 
yen to he Roma#® | Catholikes for their 
behaviour in- perſecution, 'compriſerh 
ad ſummerh up #1 a few words,all my 
ntiocinations, Feſtyveur 
gin hope, patience in tr wlation y18- 
fmt in prayer. Theſe are the Wedges, 
out of which Thave-by-way of expan- | 
hon drawn all the: aff gold; which! 
kave- laid 'ypon (theſe *ſheets; our of _ 
Which every '6nc- of you" may' rake 
tuffe enongh to gild over hisCrofſi;and 
wy I preſent. you with: the beaver 


them- 


in ſpirit; #0j0y= Rom. «13. 


(364) | 
themſclyes out of which each of yoy 
may draw that fire-rryed gold, which 

| the Angel counſellerh them to buy,| 4 
that would be made rich. For asthe| © 

| prince of the Apoſtles ſaith of theſe 
{amediſpofitions, and in little differing | ! 

2 Pet.x.8, terms, If theſe things be preſent with yu, 

and abound, they ſhall make you not vacan, 
net without frgit in the knowledge of ur F 
Loud F ESUSCHRIST. 
And you will pleaſe to remember, 
thartT have marked you out the way of 
having this preſence and abundance 
of rheſe graces and endowments by 
fervent and indeficicnt prayer, which 
opencth the -cares of eyen the unjuſt 
judge, and much more his, who hath 
given us this expedient for all our r6&- 

Luh.rs.z. leets, Oportet ſemper orare,c& non deficen, 

| I bebo ſo that this'precept of our righrepus 

wayes ro Judge, and mercifull maſter, canaotbe 

pray and tOO: Much iterated, and urged upol | 
My you in this time of your tentation. And 

x Ther, 5. certainly Saint Pasls-Rejoyce alwayes, 
_ and: his Pray alwayes , are fitly fert0- 
-gether , ;for they are- Correlatiut, 

prayer being'the father, and joy i 

= onne. | 
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ſonne, In this life our neceffities re- 
quire-continuall ſupplies,- and in'the 
other lifewhere we ſhal knowno wanr; 
theſerwo' ſhall change their relations, 
joy ſhall bethe parent and- prayer che 
iſſue ; for there the fulneſle of joy ſhall 
beger perpetuall prayer; whereas here 
the abundance of prayer,is it, that pro- 
duceth a continuation of joy. 

Itis prayer then rhart is tht anchor 
of our joy in this world, which may 
be faſtned ro the inner part of the 
vayle, where Feſws the precurſor-is 
entred ; he hath letr us this anchor to 
caſt upwards, to ftay our, peace inall 
afflitions, and ftorms of this ſea'we 
ſailup and down in fora while,and if in 
any calm, of ſpirit we lefſen our prayer, 
we doe but as if in faire weather, a 
Stup ſhould cur off her anchors, conft- 
ding inthe centinyuance of this ſerenity, 
and conſequently it can be no lefſe 
then deſperateneſle, not tobe very in- 
ftant, and intenrive in' prayer in the 
toule weather of perſecution. This 
igcion then of the' Apoſtle, 1s tlie 
Moſt. ſoveraign that can be miniſtred 

| 'N% to 


Heb.6.19. 


by. 
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27im.$.2. to Your Exigencics, Yoloergo wires orait 
ws _ in omni loco, levantes puras manus font irs, 
menpray C# diſceptatione, When your hands are 
in every thus lifted up to Heaven, the Amule- 
| place, life- þ # | l 
ing up Kztesare- cafilyer detcated, then while 
purebands they are retorting back their own darts 
4 gl of malices, and animoſities, _ 
alcrcation  Whereupon David in his Canticlt 

of reſurreRion, wherein he acknow- 
ledgeth his marvailous reſtaurations, 
aihgneth all to. the vertue of Prayer, 
P[al.65. ſaying, Therefore hath God heard, and at: 
"9-409 gendedtothe voice of my Petition. Bleſſed 
be God, who hath not remeved my Prayer, 
and: his mercy. from me. Ulpon which 
words Saint Auguſtine gives us this 
rute,. That as: long as we find not out 
Prayer removed from us, we may' be 
ſure Gods mercy is not far from us; 
for God doth often miſericordiouſly 
deny our-ptayers, that are in order to 
temporall reliefe.,as the Phyſitian know- 
cth-better then,the Patient , what:may 
be: conveniently granted [him z7/bit 


while .he giveth us this perſcverance, 


he beſtoweth- his will upon us, which 
muſt nceds be better then our owne; 
it 
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be. we'beg a ſcrpent, and hegi- - -- 
eahes bread infailibly, wheahe inlfs | 
xeth this indeficiency in-Prayer, - : 
_—_— in reſcmblance of Saine 
uwſtines exccllent ejaculation: of 
hore ve what you command. , and. com- 
what you. Sneſs I willpropolec to 
_ this adjunction, in the unſucceſſc- _ 
fulnefſe of all- your petitions, Lord. be 
pleaſed not to 7 us the perſiſtence in 


in Frogger, an d deny us what you pleaſe of our - 


prayers. This 1s, then hatoo re- 
medy I humbly offer to; al} your 
wounds or-diftcmpers' exteriour or in- 
windike, the conſtant application. of 
Prayer,. which: is as the; Spirit to the 
bady of Religion, whereof no violence 
cag interrupt che exerciſe, which I ſhall 
kave recommended to you with this | 
teſtimony of the holy Spirit, very ap» prov.z1. 

plyable to the prerogatives of Prayer, 29: 
Wnlte filia conzreg evernnt divitie ,ts for daughters 
dergraſſa es wwvienſes. have 
;Upon' the -premiſſion - of all-thels tered 
principles of Chriſftiavity, I may' joftly ches, thou 
charge you with this injunRtion of-Saint t=® paſ- 
Fl to Ris brethren uponthe fame! oc+ atl. 


cafion, 


| os ; 


Heb. 12.12 cafion, For the which cauſe ſtretch ap thecj 
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flacked hands, and the looſe knees and make 
ſtraight fteps to your feet, that no man halt: 
ing,erre , but rather be healed. Caſt off 
then all faintnefle , and pufillanimity, 
let not your hearts hang down as op- 
preſſed with that weight, which grow- 
eth the lighter ; the more your hands 
are elevated and lifted ro heaven, And 
nothing is more oppoſed: to the cure 
of your huxts,then this halting the4ps: 
fe diſfwadetb,' to wir, the favouring 
of your nature inthat part it is offended 
by the world, ſtill leaning and ſwaying 
your thoughts rowards the defires'0f 
remporall reſtitutions, towards animo- 
fities ro enemies , and limping a lifle- 
berween 'repining and refignation; 
Theſe are the haltings , in whiclt our 
nature ſcemeth to caſe her ſelfe;" but 
in effe , thisis but ts fayour a-ſore 
-part, by which tenderneſſe we-may'lut- 
fer the nerves to comraR;and the mems 
bers may be by degrees rendred/ulc- 
lefle, by this error of indulgence. 
- *=. For this cauſe we are adviſed't0 
make our ſteps ſtraight; to ys 
pits IN endl 


* 2 (369) | 
dently in the veſtiges and footſteps of *' 


our Saviour, who, joy being propoſed to Heb.12.29 
him, ſuſtained the Creſſe, and the power | 
of walking upon the fame waters,is de- 
nyed tonone , who have faith enough 
ro tread confidently upon them, when 
they are called to come to him,in thoſe 
his paths of many waters. He who hath 
bid ns all zake »p our Croſſe and follow him, 
cannot be anſwered , Lord we know not John 14.5 ' 
whither thou goeſt, and how can we know | 
the way ? For we know he hath centred 
in;o his glory this way,and hath ſer our 
glory at the end of the ſame paſſage, 
whercin not onely his precedencie gui- 
deth us, but the concomitancy of his 

grace and vertue ſupporteth and carry- 

cth us, and that the cafilycr, the more 

we leane upon them. | 

Therefore turne not your heads a- 

wry out of this naxrow way, to looke 

upon the broad flowrie paſſages of 
finners, bur making ſtraight ſteps in 

your owne track, tollow your glorious 
Croſſe-bearer , erying to him with the 
Plalmiſt, Bleſſed is the man whom thou ſhalt pq, ... 
mſiru7,0 Lord, and ſhalt teach ont of thy 12, 13. 

pa ; B b Law, 


{ 


(370) 
Law, that thou mayſt give him quietneſe_ 


from the evill deyes, till a pit be digged for 


the ſinner. There is a Mine digging un- 


der all the rofic banks of full blowne 


proſperity , and it 1s not our parts to 


| know the times , or moments of Gods 


ſpringing this mine. Let it be then your 
application, to draw as many 2s you 
can by your prayers from under this 
hollow ground they are-walking, and 
building on, and not your ſtudy to cal- 
culate,-or prognoſtike the day of their 
deſtruction. This you may be aſſured 
of trom the mouth of the Prophet, and 
compaſſionate their ſentence, in com- 
pariſon om preſent ſufferings, Upon 
the ground of my people ſhall thorns and 
bryars come up, how much more upon all 
the houſes of the City rejoycing ? You 
may therefore rejoyce,that you are but 
ſcratched a little by thoſe thorns and 
bryars, while others are indanger to 
have their roſes and flowers turncd in- 
to the fucll of cternall flames. 

O then, how much more are you 
to be accounted blefled, upon whom 
is entayled that inheritance incorrup- 
tible; 


your faith, much more precio*s then gold 


| muſt acquieſce to. what the Angel ſig- io wthac | 


{- (371) 
tible, and incontaminate, conſerved 
inthe heavens, Wherein you ſhall rejoyce, 1 Pet.1.6] 
« little now if you muſt be made heavy in 7* 
divers tentations ; that the probation of 


(which u proved by the fire ) may be found 
unto praiſe and glory, and honour inthe re- 
velationof FESUSCH RIST.There- 
fore in all the provocations of theſe 
times, cither by our perſonall diftreſ(- 
{es, or by the contumelics, and expro- 
brations of your religion, let your ſpis 
rics anſwer the reluctant impulſes of. 
your ſenfitive nature, wich this reply of : Tim.riz | 
the Apoſtle, and Maſter of the Gentiles, A _ 
Har patior ſed non confundor, ſcig enim thinge;bu) | 
cul credidi, & cerinu ſum quia potens eff | am not. 
ſervare depoſitam meum in illum diem z — 1 
remembring alwayes; that there is no know 
promiſe 'but upon fidelity even unto mr 
death, Here is, as Saint-Fohn faith, leeved, & 
The patience, aud the faith of Saints, which y_ ſure 
expetfeth Gods tinse for all mutations, and bl. wo. 
untill that fulnefſe of time be come, we parted , 
aified to Saint Fohy, and you may take day. | 
it bd " | |  Apoe.13.10 
or an inſtruRion appolicc to theſe 7 3x 
| Bb 2 times, 
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times, He that hurteth let hims hart yet hd 
he that « in filth let him be filthy yet, and 
he that is jalt, let him be juſtified yet , and 
let the holy be ſanitified yet. And theſe 
two effects, are conſequents of one an- 
other, for the impiety of the unrighte- 
ous, is raiſed by their exerciſing and 
perteCting pious paticnrs whoſe ſanQi- 
ty is refined by the others inquination. 

Gods wiſdome «naketh uſe of all 
cvills, which he permitterh but to ex- 
trac goods, 2nd {o alloweth all viciſſh- 
tudes their times, until! he Who « the 
firſt, andthe lsft, cometh to render to 


—every man according to his works, 


Gal. 6.9. 2 


Wherefore doing good let us not faile, 
for in due time we ſhall reape, not fai- 
1ing : Let this be then your conſolation 
in all that diſpleaſech you, that it pro- 
cecdcth from his order, who can be 
pleaſed/ with nothing, but what is juſt: 
Having thus ſummed up all the pat- 
cells, and fraRions of theſe lines, 1 
ſhall ſcale the totall with this fignet of 
our Apoſtle, and DoiFor of all ſufferers, 
lorious Saint Paul, Thanks be to Gvd, 
who hath given #s the wittory by = 

Lit 


(373) | 
tond FESUS CHRIST. Thereforgicer.15, | 
my beloved brethren, be ſtable, and wn- 3% | 
moveable, abounding in the work of our | 
Lord alwayes, _ that your labour is 

wot in Vain 1 0ur Lord. | 

- Now methinks, upon my delivery 

ofthis maſculine iſſue- of Catholike Reli- 

2ion, thethroes of my labour may be 

cafily forgot ; but there is a harder 

worke \belonging to this birth, which. 

is to Chriſten it with fincere humility, 

the Sacrament, as I may call it, that cn- 

treth all theſe ſorrs of children intothar 
Covenant, whereby they become ac- 
ceptable ro God, as being marked with 

the CharaFer of Chriſts ſpirit and dif- 
poſition, who ſought not his own glo-- 

ry inany of his works, and hath left 
this rule, He that ſeeketh the glory of him Fobn.7.18 | 
that ſent him, he u true, and injuſtice in 
him there is not. Wherefore in all hum- 
bleneſlc raiſing my hearc, and bending : 
my knees to the originall Crucifix,upon 
whoſe image I now fix mine eyes, I - 
lay myſelfe, and this iſſue of my ſpirit 
at tus feet, unfainedly acknowledging 
the firft motion of this defigne, to have 

| Bbz iſſued 
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ifued ft6m his holy ſuggeſtiontome,. 


a particular zeal tor the procutifty yot! 
ſome comtorr 1n theſe rimes of your 
_ deſtirations of all ordinary ſaccoory, 
and the abundance of extraotdinarytei- 
'T4tions. 

- I humbly therefore praife his good- 
neſſe,in this choice.of me the youngeſt 
of his houſe, to blow theſe ſparkles of 
conſolation among you, riſcittg fro 
that coale, wherewith he hath been 
pleaſed to touch my lips : and irt 4 true 


{enſe ©f his mercy, and my own mean- 


neſle, 1 ought not to beleeve arty thing 
T have written it this work, fo worthy 


,the offering up to God, as what I haye | 


not writin it, which is my name. This 
manner of conſumption, and artnihila« 
tion of felf- regard, may breath out 
ſome odour of humility, whichis like to 
be ofbetter ſavourthen any other qua- 
lity of the bation. | += 

_ It now then I moſt humbly offer up 
tothe honour of his holy Spirit all my 
propriety in this labour, that the work 
thus conſecrated may have this proper- 
ty of an hveff, the having no longer 


any 


| (375) 


any owner but Gods name,and that by 


this means, there may be no thoughts 
ſhed pon the author, by the way, bur 
the whole praiſe and glory may paſſe 
up direQly and intirely to the holy Spi- 
711,the Father of lights, from whom all 
good gifts deſcend, rhis is the gretteſt 
contribution I can bring, rowards the 
obtaining a bleiſing upon this worke , 
that by the immediate and ſingle glory 
which you render to God, in acknow- 
ledging to him this fokcitude for your 
neceffiries, he may be moved to give 
the greater cfficacy to theſe admini- 
ſtrations of comtort. Caſt then I be- 
ſeech you, your thoughts, at leaft up- 
oft fuch an'objeR as my eyes are now 


fixed upon, and looking on the 4u#rhor 
of faith , and the confummartor Chriſt Heb. 12. x; 


Feſas, who, joy being propoſed to hin, ſu- 
ſttined the Croſſe , comtemuing confu(jon. 
Let me beſcech'you to joyne with me 
iethis Petition to him!, for a bleſſing 
uportmy labours,and his promiſed be- 
aftade apon'your ſufferances. 


Bb: 4 A 
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repreſented by a Crucifix, 


conſidering how by your owne dufiguring , 
Jou have repaired in us the imaze we had 
defaced, of our creation, we may joyfully ac- 
cept thu image of our Redemption , ſtamped 
upon us by our preſent Croſſes, whereby we 
are conformed to you crucified, and ſo in- 
titled to that ſimilitude we may expetd, by 
but looking upon you glorified. 0 ! letths 
preſent objed, have in ſome degree ſuch an 
operation, and. make us l:ke you upon the 
Croile, by looking on you in that diſtreſſed 
Expoſure, that we may derive wow from that 
- ſehr, theſe virtnes of Patience, Humili- 
ty, aud Charity ſomewhat perfected, a 
we ſhall then partake Joy, Glory and 
Love, conſummated by that other wiſion of 


riſen from this throneof your humility, t0 
that of your Majeſty ,give us leave to chat 
| lenge 


APrayer to CHRIST, 


(3 Racious Lord Jeſus, caſting our eyes 
and thoughts upon your Croile, and 


908. Glorious Lord Jeſus, who are now. 
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kenge this your promiſe,of drawingall things: 
after y0u, when you were thus exalted , 
pleaſed then to araw our humility and fide- 
lity after yours, that they may extend even. 


| wnto death ; that when we finds any natural 
 reluftancy againſt our croſſes and humiliati- 


ons, we may feele a more powerfull attratt- 


| enof our conformity after your precedency. 


0! we have no excuſe left, when we looke 
you your hands, ſtretched out upon the 
Crolle in an equal! expanſion on both ſides, 
to «Five, and paſiive Charity ; the one ex- 
tended to the reliefe of the neceſiities of 6- 
thers,the other reached forth tothe tolerati- 
en of all their injuryes,whom you were relie- 
ving, encompaſſing thus the whole globe of 
Charity ,Be pleaſed O Lord to faſten us in. 
this manner unto the Crofle with you , that 
being perfet# Crucifixes in our diſpoſiti-. - 
ons, 45 well as in our disfigurements by the 
World, we may have the neerer configurats- 
onto your image ; when we ſhall no longer 


nede to labour a likeneſſe 20 you, but the 


very ſeeing you, ſhall transforme us into 
the ſame (inuilitude. Grant then O Lord 
while we are in this laboriows reſemblance 
if you, that the charaiter of your patience. 
| | may 


9 be as vifibleupon ws," as that of 
oakon, and that 5 enemies by Pd 
of our wants, may be releeved intheir owe 
 Wneceſoities ; while dur prayers growing the 
richer by our patience, we may the bette 
” prurchaſe their remiſſcons. This effet# was 
| 0c 49 rang. zo your Ctofle, which we 

wmbly beg, may in ſome meaſure be con- 
ferd on onrs ; that upon this ladder we maj 
ſcale hegven our ſelves, and open the gate 
 toomr enemies. Theſe were the conſequences 


of your Crofle, and we may (become om | 


Spirit wirh'yow by onr adherence to'yow) (ub- 


miſftivvely plead, for ſore (wch rejultaniies | 


from onr ſaſferings, that being en«bledby 
your grace, 1# fay with yon, that we hav 
glorified God upon earth, and conſunemated 
the work that wasapoimted us,we mayexpel 


onr preſentation from you wnto the glorious | 


Trinity, 2# the lift of thofe that are comt 
out of great tribulation, and having abuv- 
dice of Tarts int our eyes to wipe off, whe 
we. come tobe led by the Lambe, 10 tht 
Jountaines of the Water of life, the plenty 
of ny waers have ſtood heve' in our ey, 
uy fel our veſſels the fulles of thuſe celeſſ 
es. 07 agus er O LAGEEY 

oft 


(378) "_ 


the virtue of your crofle, and thepraiſes 
- | your Catholike Church, ever which 
; | the gates of hell ſhall never prevaile, and 


(379) | 
God ! that we may follow you now ſo faith- 
fuly, through the ſtreets of earthly Jeruſa- 
lem, without clarmour, or contention, as we 
ne be qualifide for our following you 
whereſoever you goe, in that heavenly city, 
where our duty, and our delight wilt be in- 
reſlant acclamations of your gloty , which 
ſhall be anfwefd by acontinuall replication 
of our own Beatitude.. In the mean time, 
erent that the meeknefle and humility of 
wr ſpirits, #nder our crolles, may extoll 


the which only ſhall prevatle, upon the gates 
if Heaven. 


med viftorid que vincit mundum, fides x Jeb. 5.4 
__noſird. 
| Luiapropter te mortificamur tota-die, 4fti- Row.$.36. 
matt ſums ficnt oves occifhowts, ſedin bu 

omnibus ſuperamu propter enm qui di- 

lexis nos. | 
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Faults eſcaped, correct thus. 
Page 4.line 2.rcad watris eorum. & 1.4.r.adinventia, 
p-7.1.8.;.clog. p.8.1.ulc.r.ceutre, the. p.1o.1.21.read 


rer, p.48.1.20.r.head. p.83.1.4.r.that. p.123.l.20., 
affefied with, p.144.1.13.r.reftify. p.lg1.l.17.0.reo 
rencie. p.155.l.23.r.con{olamini, p.162.1.11,, fleeting, 
p-169.1.25.r. probation. p.171.1.23.r.proved. p.194.. | 
3.r.cogitationes. p.202.1.1.r, with. p.204.1.11.r.hband, 
P:214.l.11. r.as bringing. p.254-1.2.r. feneratur. Þ. 

| 264.1.2.r.inferd. p.266.1.8.r.«s thus. p.287.1.25., 
leſſe then their. p.295.1.5.r.Fatber , and in the mary, 
r.Mat.5.44. p-300.l.10.r.given. p.319.l.18.del. thy. 
p-337.1.7.r.it; For p.347.1.19. r.retain, you baving, 
P-354-1.1.r.the beſt. p.356.1.15.r.aſſwage.p.378.1.11 
r.becomming. 
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1 


P-33-1-26.F.08 another bow, 'p. 36.1.7.T. no imitatia, |, 


good of mans life p.31.1.22.r.rapiunt. p.32.1.1.r.bn; 4 
P-37-1.7:r.goods, and 1.9.r.matter. P:44. [.r3. r, = 
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